
Meerkat Topic- Week 3 – 04.05.20 
This PowerPoint consists of various activities such as 

Geography, Science, PE and Art for the week.  
Time taken on each activity will vary depending on the 
subject. As a result, I will state on each slide how long 

each activity should be. 
Some activities may involve more than one task.  

All work should be done on paper if possible or in a 
notebook for work to be kept together. 

If it is possible, please photograph or scan completed 
work as this will show me how the week went, allowing 

me to provide feedback.  
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, 

please email me: 
 meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


 

Rainforests – 
Geography Lesson 3 

(Approx.1 hour but could need 
more, if so please do revisit this 
across the week)  



Recap - Why are rainforests 
important? 

Interesting facts 

• They are home to over half of the world’s animals 
and plants. 

• A quarter of modern medicines contain ingredients 
derived from rainforest plants. Derived means 
where they came/originate from. 

• Pineapples, potatoes, chocolate and coffee all 
come from the rainforests (so do rice, yams, and 
lots of different nuts and spices). 

• The plants of the rainforest provide 20% of the 
Earth’s oxygen. 

 



Foods 

• As shown and underlined on the previous 
slide, many foods we use today come from the 
rainforest.  

• I have spent time researching how coffee is 
made and produced some information on the 
next few slides to share with you.  



Coffee 

Coffee trees are found in the following locations: 



Process of growing seeds 

• Seeds spend their first year planted in 
nurseries, where they are carefully tended, 
watered and sheltered from the sun.  

• Once they grow to between 45 – 60cm tall, 
they’re tough enough to withstand the full sun 
and are removed from the nursery and 
planted in the field.  



Coffee trees 

• Coffee trees can take up to 5 years to become 
fully mature and produce ripe, red berries.  

 

• Berries are hand picked by farmers and other 
community workers, which is a time 
consuming task.  

 

• Each berry contains 2 coffee beans. 

 



So how is coffee made from 
berries? 

If you want to know the full process of how 
coffee is made then click on the following links:  

Video 1 – Step by step  guide 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcV2GJOAE
bI 

Video 2 – Footage of coffee being made 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4LlAD8ms
-s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcV2GJOAEbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcV2GJOAEbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4LlAD8ms-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4LlAD8ms-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4LlAD8ms-s


Your task 

• Your task it to look in your cupboards at home 
and find something that has come from the 
rainforest. If you don’t have anything, use an 
example from the first slide (slide 3) and write 
about the process of how/where it is grown, 
all the way through to how it is consumed. I 
have done an example on the next slide for 
you. The way you choose to present this is 
your choice. 

 



Mrs 
Stokes’ 

example: 



End of Geography lesson 3  



Science- Lesson 3 
Approx.1 hour   



Microorganisms 

Microorganisms are very tiny living things. 
They are so small that they are not visible 

to the naked eye, so a microscope is 
needed to see them. 

Microorganisms can be found all around us. 
They can live on and in our bodies, in the 

air, in water and on the objects around us. 
They can be found in almost every habitat 

on Earth. 

 



What are microorganisms? 

Some animals and plants are microorganisms. 
Examples include dust mites and plankton. 

 

 

 

 

 
A magnified image of a household 
dust mite. 
 

Plankton are microscopic organisms 
drifting in fresh or sea water, including 
plants and animals. 
 



What are microorganisms? 

Other microorganisms are fungi, such as mould, 
yeast and Penicillium. 

Mould is the common 
word for any fungus that 
grows on food or other 
materials. 

Penicillium fungus is used 
to make the antibiotic 
penicillin. 
 

Yeast is a microscopic 
fungus that can be used to 
raise bread dough. 
 



Helpful or harmful? 

Some microorganisms can be helpful in certain situations. Here 
are some examples: 

 



Helpful or harmful? 

Some microorganisms can be harmful and their spread needs to be 
controlled or contained. Harmful microorganisms are often called 

germs. 

 

Food poisoning can be caused 
by bacteria that grow on 

uncooked or undercooked food. 

Chicken pox is caused by a 
virus. It spreads very easily. 

The influenza virus 
causes flu symptoms, 

such as a headache and 
fever. 

Athlete's foot is caused by a 
fungus that grows between 

the toes. 

Plaque on our teeth is formed 
when bacteria in the mouth 

combine with small food 
particles. 

The fungi that grow on 
food are called moulds. 

Mould can make you ill if 
you eat it. 



Task 1 – What makes mould grow? 
Mould is the name for the types of fungi that grow on food. What 

do you think makes mould grow? 

It is useful to know what makes mould grow so that we can stop it 
happening as fast, and keep our food fresher for longer. 

Here is an experiment you could try at home. Please check with 
an adult first.  

You will use 2 slices of bread and 2 clear plastic bags. You will 
place each slice of bread in a plastic bag, then change the 

conditions that each slice of bread is exposed to over a week. 

For example, you may put one slice of bread in the light and one in 
the dark. Or one may go in the fridge and the other over a 

radiator. Or you may choose to dampen one slice of bread before 
putting it in the bag, while leaving the other dry. 

 



You need to: 
Decide which variable you will change. Use this variable to 

construct your question. 

For example, if you are changing the dampness of the bread, 
your question may be: "Does damp bread go mouldy faster than 

dry bread?" 

Complete the mould investigation sheet and set up your 
investigation. This is on the next slide. 

You will observe the bread over a week and collect your results 
in the next lesson. 

 





End of Science lesson 3  



PE – up to 1 hour 
IT IS THE MINI OLYMPICS! 

 
We are going to continue with the mini Olympics. The next 
6 slides will give you this weeks activities. Good luck! 
 
Again, at the end of the event, you will be able to reflect on 
how many medals you have won. This will show you which 
skills you are strong at, but also allow you to reflect on 
which areas you could practise and improve. 
 



Speed bounce  

Using an item, make a line on the floor (ideally 
something that represents a hurdle) using both 
feet try to jump over that line as many times as 
you can in 30 seconds. 



Accuracy throw  

Set up 3 hoops (or something round such as bins 
or boxes) on the floor of different sizes and 
distances. 20 points being the hardest target, 10 
medium target & 5 easiest target. Start with 
how many you can score using 3 beanbags 
(scrunched up paper or rolled up socks). If this is 
too difficult, then how many points can you 
score in 20 seconds.  



Bounce catch  

Try to bounce the ball on the floor and catch 
with the other hand. Time limit of 40 seconds. 
How many can you do? 



Keepy up with a racket 

Bounce a ball on a racket (or a similar item) as many 
times as you can in 30 seconds. Challenge – flip the 
racket/item between each tap. 

 

Racket bounce  

How many times can you bounce a ball to the floor 
and back with a racket/item.  



Evaluation  
Which activity did you like the most? 

Which activity were you best at? 

Which activity do you think you need to practise 
more?  

Look at the table below, how many medals did 
you earn this week? Remember to add these to 
medals won so far.  



Art  
Approx. 1 hour  



Activity 1 – Super Sketchers 
This week, you are going to choose a picture of a 
plant/flower of your choice (shown on the next few slides) 
and try to copy it, thinking about the size, shading, colours 
and tones. You will also need to draw the background too. 

 

You may find that you have time to draw more than one. I 
can’t wait to see how they turn out. 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 





End of Activity 


