
Meerkat Topic- Week 4 – 11.05.20 
 

Thank you for all of your hard work.  
 

This week your topic lessons include: Geography, Science, 
DT, PE and Art. 

 
If it is possible, please photograph or scan completed 

work as this will show me how the week went, allowing 
me to provide feedback.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, 

please email me: 
 meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


DT 

This week  I would like you to design and create your 
own Jumanji game. My example is on the slide 5 for 
you to see.  

This activity links to your English work as you will be 
using this game to write your own set of instructions.  

You may choose to draw your game (2D) but if you are 
up for the challenge, you could even make your game 
3D! 

The next slide will explain the stages I went through 
when planning my game. 



Planning my board game 

1. I thought about how I wanted my board game to look in terms 
of the layout e.g. how many squares and how to make it look 
appealing. 

2. I decided to think about what challenges my game would 
have in order to keep the players engaged. This led me onto 
using a colour coded system to make it eye-catching but also 
clear to follow. 

3. I have included my plan on the next slide. When creating a 
plan, it doesn’t have to be neat or make sense to anyone but 
yourself. As you can see, my plan is not the neatest but what I 
did do, (which was useful) was I ticked off when I used that 
idea and wrote my edited ideas on as I went.  

 



My 
notes/ 

planning 



Mrs Stokes’ Jumanji board game 



 

Rainforests – 
Geography Lesson 4 

(Approx.1 hour)  



Why are rainforests so important? 

Rainforests cover only 6% of the Earth but they are home to 
50% of all plant and animal species. In just four square miles 
you might find: 

1,500 flowering 
plants 

750 species of trees 150 species of 
butterflies 

400 species of birds 



What is deforestation? 

• Deforestation is when trees are cut (sometimes 
burned) down across a wide area, which is then 
permanently cleared for another use. This could be 
for farming of building purposes. 

• Trees are useful and valuable. Among other things, 
they are used for paper, building and firewood. 

• The rainforest is home to a unique variety of tree 
species. Hardwoods such as teak or mahogany are 
strong and so are perfect for building and for making 
furniture. However, these trees are slow growing and 
are not easy to replace. 

 

 

.  



Farming  
Subsistence Farming 
Known as slash and burn, families cut down small 
parts of the forest and burn it to improve the soil and 
make room for cattle. 

It is small scale and the forest can regenerate. But 
with more people taking more land, this chance of 
recovery is slower. Up to 48% of all deforestation is 
caused by subsistence farming. 

Commercial Farming 
This is farming that happens on a large scale. It is led 
by companies who need to produce on a much bigger 
scale to provide food and products for the wider 
world. 

Forest is cleared permanently for: 
• Cattle grazing: this provides meat for restaurant 

chains and supermarkets. 
• Crops: such as sugar cane and palm oil.  





Did You Know? 
 • Every 20 minutes, an area of rainforest the 

size of 20 football pitches is cut down. If this 
rate continues, there will be no rainforests in 
100 years. 

Click on the links below to watch a videos about 
deforestation: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/science-ks1-ks2-ivys-plant-workshop-the-
impact-deforestation-has-on-plants/zd34hbk 
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Your task 
Sort the information on this slide and the next slide into 
for and against categories for deforestation. 

Deforestation 
destroys the 

habitats of lots of 
animals, many of 

which are 
becoming extinct 
as they don’t live 
anywhere else. 

A lot of logging is 
done illegally, in 

areas where 
cutting down the 

forest is not 
permitted. 

 

The trees help to 
control the climate and 

water cycle. Without 
the trees, the 

‘greenhouse effect’ will 
be worsened and the 

rivers in South America 
could change beyond 

recognition.  

With no trees to 
anchor it down, 

loose soil is being 
washed into rivers 
and polluting them 

with silt. 

Making use of the 
rainforest provides 

the human race 
with fuel, wood, 
paper, land for 

farming, space for 
mining and areas 

for cattle ranching. 

Rainforest wood is 
relied upon by 

many people for 
building. Also, 

things made from 
wood like 

mahogany can be 
exceptionally 

beautiful. 

Many governments 
of poorer countries 
around the world 

depend on the 
money made by 

the logging 
industry, as well as 

the trade of the 
goods mentioned. 

Although many foods 
come from the 

rainforest, we are able 
to grow some of them 
outside of the forest, 
in greenhouses and 

plantations. 



Even if trees are 
replanted, they 

take years to grow 
back, especially 

hardwoods. 
 

We get a lot of our 
food from the 

rainforest, such as 
banana, coffee, 
rice, potatoes, 

nuts, oranges and 
figs. Without the 
forest, these will 
not be found in 

nature. 

The machinery 
used in 

deforestation also 
adds to carbon 

emissions.  
 
 

Other animals also 
eat the foods found 
only in the forest so 

by cutting down 
these trees we are 

destroying both 
their food and ours. 

 

 
Industries that 

remove trees from 
the rainforest, such 

as farming or 
logging, can 

provide work                
for people. 

Extreme weather 
and climate change 
could destroy the 
forest eventually 
anyway; it makes 

sense to make use 
of its resources 
now, before it is 

too late. 

 
There are special, 
protected areas of 

the rainforest 
where cutting 

down trees is not 
permitted. 

Where trees have 
been cut down, 

new ones can be 
replanted. 

 



End of Geography lesson 4  



Science- Lesson 4 
Approx.1 hour   



Last week 

In the last science lesson, you set up an 
investigation to find out which conditions 

cause mould to grow. 

You have been observing your slices of bread 
and recording your results. 

Now it is time to use your results to form your 
conclusion. 

Collect your slices of bread, ensuring that you 
do not open the sealed bags. 

 



Evaluating the results 

Do you notice anything about the different slices 
of bread?  

Did mould appear earlier on one of the slices? 

 Is there more mould growing on one of the 
slices? 

Think about what this tells you. Can you use 
your results to answer your original question? 

 

 



Task - Conclusion  
You have been gathering results to answer your question about the 
conditions in which mould grows.  
 
(Write the following questions and your answers on paper) 
1) What question did you investigate?  
2) Draw and describe the two slices of bread. 
3) What do you notice about your results and your observations?  
4) Can you use your observations and results to answer your 

question?  
5) Why do you think the mould grew better in this condition?  
6) Make a list of the different conditions that cause mould to grow.  
7) What do you notice about your results and your observations? 
8) If you did this investigation again, what would you do differently 

and why?  



End of Science lesson 4  



PE – up to 1 hour 
IT IS THE MINI OLYMPICS! 

 
We are going to continue with the mini Olympics.  

Good luck! 
 
Again, at the end of the event, you will be able to reflect on 
how many medals you have won. This will show you which 
skills you are strong at, but also allow you to reflect on 
which areas you could practise and improve. 
 
 



Balance course 

Choose 5 items you think you could balance on 
your head. Set up a balance course and time 
how long it takes to move all items along the 
course whilst keeping it on your head.  



Indoor Bowling  

Set up 10 pins (any items that will stand up and you 
don’t mind being knocked over). Your task is to roll 
a ball twice and get as many pins as possible down. 
Challenge yourself by using a small ball/object, 
making gaps between pins further apart, or 
standing further away to roll your ball. 



Star jumps 

Complete as many start jumps as you can in 30 
seconds.  



Lie down stand up catch 
Lie on the floor with a tennis ball in your hand. The aim is 
to throw the ball in the air and try to stand up in time to 
catch it. How many can you do in 30 seconds. 
 
 
 
 
Sit ups 
See how many full sit ups you can do in 30 seconds. You 
may find it easier to do this with a partner holding your feet 
still/down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation  
Which activity did you like the most? 

Which activity were you best at? 

Which activity do you think you need to practise 
more?  

Look at the table below, how many medals did 
you earn this week? Remember to add these to 
medals won so far.  



Art  
Approx. 1 hour  



Activity 1 – Super Sketchers 
This week, you are going to choose a picture of a rainforest 
landscape (shown on upcoming slides) and try to copy it, 
thinking about the size, shading and tones. I would like 
these pictures to be drawn in black and white (pencil only). 
Some pictures are more challenging than others so choose 
something that is appropriate for you. 

 

Shading and mark-making will be the main areas that will 
make your drawing come to life. The next few slides will 
give you some information and practise using mark-making 
skills. 

 

 



Mark-making  

• Mark-making is creating different patterns, 
lines, textures and shapes. This may be on a 
piece of paper, on the floor, outside in the 
garden or on an object or surface. 

 

• We use this in art to give our drawings more 
detail. The next slide will give you examples of 
mark making and an activity to help you 
practise. 

 

 



Have a go at practising 
these types of mark-
making (dashes, cross-
hatching, lines/dots, 
scribbles and 
continuous). 
 
What do you notice 
when using the 3 
different drawing tools 
of a pencil, colouring 
pencil and biro?  



Your turn! 

• Now it is your turn to use these mark-making 
skills to create a drawing of your own. 

 

• Some pictures are more challenging than 
others so choose something that is 
appropriate for you. If you do pick one of the 
challenging drawings, you may choose to 
focus on one part of the picture rather than all 
of it. 

 

 











End of Activity 


