
Meerkat Topic- Week 4 – 22.06.20 
Thank you for all of your on-going hard work. 

 
Your activities this week include: PE, Geography/DT 

(longer session), Computing and Art. 
 

If it is possible, please photograph or scan completed 
 work and send it to us as this will show us how the week 

went, allowing  
us to provide feedback.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the activities set, 

please email us: 
 meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

Thank you,  
Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Today we are going to look at how weather is 
measured. 

 

 Why do we 
measure the 

weather? 

Geography/DT  
This is a double lesson so you may want to 

spread this over two sessions. 



Why do people measure the weather? 

• To plan ahead – decide when to do certain 
things. 

• To plan holidays at the right time of year. 

• To decide what to wear. 

• To prepare for bad weather e.g. flooding or 
heavy snow. 

• For people’s jobs e.g. people who pilot planes 
and ships, farmers and mountaineers. 



Do you know any 
ways we can 
measure the 

weather? 

What type of things 
about the weather 
do we measure? 



How do people measure the weather? 

• Meteorologists are people who study and measure 
the weather. 

• The weather is observed by weather stations based 
on land and equipment carried on planes, ships, 
weather balloons and satellites.  

• They tell us what the temperature is, how much 
rain fell, how fast the wind is blowing and what 
direction it’s coming from, as well as how cloudy it 
is.  



How do we measure the weather? 

You can measure the: 

Temperature – how hot or cold 

Precipitation 

Wind speed & direction 

Cloud cover & visibility 

Air Pressure 

Humidity 

Sunshine 



We measure weather using:  

• Millibars (mb) 

• Oktas (Eighths of sky) 

• Miles per hour (mph) 

• ° C ° F (Celsius or Fahrenheit) 

• Compass point (N, E, S, W) 

• Metres (M) or kilometres (KM) 

• Millimetres (mm) 

• Hours  



What equipment do we need to measure 
the weather? 

• Thermometer 

• Anemometer 

• Beaufort scale 

• Barometer 

• Hygrometer 

• Weather vane or windsock 

• Rain gauge 

• Your eyes 



Thermometer 

•  A thermometer measures the 
air temperature.  

• Most thermometers are closed 
glass tubes containing liquids such 

as alcohol or mercury.  

• When air around the tube heats 
the liquid, the liquid expands and 

moves up the tube. 

• It can be measured in degrees 
Celsius or Fahrenheit. 



Anemometer 

• An anemometer is an instrument that 
measures wind speed and wind pressure.  

• They are important tools for meteorologists, 
who study weather patterns. 

• The most common type of anemometer has 
three or four cups attached to horizontal arms.  

• The arms are attached to a vertical rod. As the 
wind blows, the cups rotate, making the rod 
spin.  

• The stronger the wind blows, the faster the 
rod spins. The anemometer counts the 
number of rotations, or turns, which is used 
to calculate wind speed.  

• Because wind speeds are not consistent—due 
to gusts and lulls—wind speed is usually 
averaged over a short period of time. 



Beaufort scale 
The Beaufort scale was developed for observing and classifying wind force. 

Here is the scale and descriptors for each number. 



Barometer 
• A barometer is a scientific instrument that 

is used to measure air pressure in a certain 
environment. 

• There are two main types of barometers: 
mercury and aneroid. 

• In the mercury barometer, atmospheric 
pressure balances a column of mercury.  

• Aneroid barometers have a flexible, air-
tight metal box. When the air pressure 
rises, it squashes the box slightly and 
equally when the air pressure falls, the box 
bends slightly outwards. A spring attached 
to the box moves a pointer over a scale to 
tell you the air pressure. 

Mercury barometer 

Aneroid barometer 



Hygrometer 

• A hygrometer is used to 
measure humidity. These 
are sometimes included on 
fancy clocks. Humidity is 
measured as a percentage.  

• Modern devices use the 
temperature of 
condensation (called the 
dew point) to measure 
humidity differences. 



Weather vane or windsock 

• Windsocks and wind vanes, 
also called weather vanes, 
show the direction the wind 
is blowing.  

• For example, wind vanes 
and windsocks might 
indicate a Southerly wind, 
meaning that the wind is 
blowing from the South.  



Rain gauge 

• A rain gauge is an 
instrument used by 
meteorologists and 
hydrologists. This 
gathers and measures 
the amount of 
liquid precipitation 
(rain) over an area in a 
certain period of time. 



Task 1 of 2 
• You are going to make one of the instruments used to 

measure the weather (anemometer, windsock or rain 
gauge). 

• Use the videos on the next slide, along with the 
instructions, using things you can find at home. 

• Once finished, put it outside and see if you can 
measure the weather. 

• As Antelope class are also learning about weather and 
climate too, Mrs Smith has made a rain gauge and a 
windsock in a video, which she has kindly said we can 
watch.  This can be found using the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxr6fEYARBQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxr6fEYARBQ


Anemometer 

Equipment: 

• 2 straws 

• Pencil with rubber 

• 5 paper or plastic cups 

• A pin 

Instructions: 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Af0LB3abBsk  

 

 

Windsock 

Equipment: 

• Cardboard from a 
toilet roll. 

• String 

• Paper  

• Scissors 

• Pen  

• Glue  

• Tissue paper or 
other light material 

Instructions: 
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=0eQekeM
ktG8&t=47s 

Rain Gauge 

Equipment: 

• Empty plastic bottle 

• Cellotape 

• Ruler 

• Scissors 

• Permanent pen 

• Small stones / rocks 

• ruler 

Instructions: 

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=FTtkpqM
QdOY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af0LB3abBsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af0LB3abBsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eQekeMktG8&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eQekeMktG8&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eQekeMktG8&t=47s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTtkpqMQdOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTtkpqMQdOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTtkpqMQdOY


Task 2 

Write an evaluation on the instrument you chose to 
make. Here are some questions you might want to 
consider: 

• Did the instrument work? 

• What would you do differently if you did it again? 

• Did you find any part of making the instrument 
difficult? If so, explain which bit and why. 

• Did you use your instrument to measure/record 
weather? If so, explain your findings/results. 

 

 



End of Geography/DT lesson    



PE 
This week you have a choice of whether to take part in a dance 

session or do a fitness work out.  

 

Dance  

Dance along to this video of ‘This is Me’ from The Greatest 
Showman. If you have any siblings at home, you may want to do this 

together. 

https://vimeo.com/364587099 

 

Fitness 

Take part in a Disney character workout. You will choose a character 
and copy the fitness activities that character shows.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsfheb5UwdE 

End of PE Lesson 

https://vimeo.com/364587099
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsfheb5UwdE


Computing 

This week we are going to type up our own 
versions of ‘The Lost Thing’.  

I have been really impressed with the examples I 
have read. I would love for them to be turned into 

documents and put onto our class webpage for 
others to enjoy. 

Your aim is to make your story as 
engaging/appealing as possible. 

First, we are going to explore the programme 
Microsoft Word. Most of you will have used this 
before but we are going to investigate further. 

 



Microsoft Word 

1. Click and open Microsoft word. It should look like 
this… 

 



2. Click on ‘File’ (top left corner) and then click 
on ‘New’. 

Here you will see various templates, which I would like you to explore and click on. Once 
you have finished experimenting with the templates on offer, pick the one you like most 
for your story.  



3. Type up your version of ‘The Lost Thing’.  

Here is my example, using the original story: 

 



End of Computing lesson 



Art 
This week I would like you to create your own weather 

picture. 

I would like you to include:  

• Rain 

• A sun 

• Clouds 

• Lightning  

• A rainbow.  

You can be as creative as you like.  

Please look at the following slides to help give you 
inspiration. 

























End of Art lesson 


