
Antelope Class 
Topic and Science 

Week 3 learning- 4.5.20 

Hello Antelopes, well done for all of you hard work so far, we 
have enjoyed seeing the drawings and research you have been 

doing. Please keep sending your work to 
antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk. We hope you are enjoying 

learning about rainforests. 

Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 

mailto:antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Topic: 
Animals of the rainforest 

• By the end of the lesson I will: 

– Identify how the animals of the rainforest have 
adapted to their environment. 

Introduction 
There are many different types of animals in the rainforest and there is a lot 
of competition for food and habitats, so some species become specialised 
and adapt to eat things that few others do. They also use colours to 
camouflage themselves or to warn off predators.  

 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://entomology.si.edu/images/LeafCutterAnt.jpg&imgrefurl=http://entomology.si.edu/&h=365&w=454&sz=49&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=UHtwcfwR56k6sM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=leaf+cutter+ant&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


Adapting to the environment… 

• Everybody adapts to their 
environment. For example, 
when you go on holiday (to 
a hot country) you may get 
a sun tan – this is actually 
protection against sun 
damage (something that 
your skin is not used to in 
the UK) 

• Look at how this GOLDFISH 
has adapted to its 
environment… 

Gills so that the 

fish can 

breathe under 

water 

Large fin on back 

of fish to help 

swim in the right 

direction 

Big eyes to 

see all 

around, 

under water 

Large tail to help 

propel fish 

through the 

water 



Animals of the RAINFOREST… 

• There are a variety of different animals that live in 
the rainforest.  

• Each and every one of them has adapted to their 
environment.  

• Different layers of the rainforest offer different 
environments for the animals to live 

• The next slides show what they are like, and how 
they have adapted to their environment.  



Remember the layers of the rainforest? 

Activity 1: Copy and complete this 
table for 5 of the animals on the 
following slides.  

What characteristics do the animals 
have to survive in the rainforest?  

Try to decide where each animal is 
most likely to live in the rainforest 
based on the information. 

An example is shown on the next 
slide for how it should be completed. 
Please use this table to add your 
information to. 

 

Animal 
name 

Characteristics Layer of the 
rainforest 



Animal name Characteristics Layer of the rainforest 

e.g. 

 

Toucan 

Bright colours 

Nest in tree holes to hide from prey. 

Strong claws. 

Strong bill. 

Emergent layer 



Toucan 
Toucans nest in 
tree holes to keep 
themselves hidden 
from prey. 

The large colourful 
bill is meant to 
deter predators. 

Bright colours are 
to attract a mate. 

Strong claws can 
grip onto trees/ 
branches easily 

Strong bill to crack 
open nuts 



Long Sticky tongue to get ants or 
termites out of their nests.  

Lives in the canopy 
and on the ground.   

Huge paws with 
claws allow it 
to open nests.   

Long tail helps to 
climb trees and 
balance. 

Anteater (vested) 



Central American Squirrel Monkey 

Huge tails for 
balance in the 
canopy where 
they live.  

Paws are like 
hands to eat 
fruit and nuts, 
and to help 
grip trees.  

Squirrel 
monkeys leap 
through the 
trees so they 
have short, 
strong thighs 
to give them 
more power 
when they 
jump.    



Heliconid Butterfly 

Their wings are camouflaged to look like 
leaves.  



Rhinoceros Beetle 

Very hard 
protective 
shell. 

Very loud hissing to 
frighten off predators.  

Large horn 
for defensive 
purposes.  



Poison dart frog 

They spit out 
poison as a 
defence.  

Suction pads on the 
toes help to cling to 
trees and leaves when 
climbing.   

Bright colour is 
used to warn 
off predators.  



Red Eyed Tree Frog 

Lives near ponds, 
streams and 
rivers. 

They feed on 
smaller frogs, 
insects and 
crickets. 

The Red-Eyed Tree 
Frog is well known for  
its bulging red eyes 
and beautiful blue 
streaks and orange 
toes.   
When the Tree Frog 
sleeps it hides its 
sharp colours. 

They have suction 
cups on its toes that 
enable it to climb 
trees and on  
leaves. 



Great Hornbill 

The main food 
the Hornbill eats 
is fruit. It also 
eats small 
lizards, insects, 
snakes and small 
mammals.  

They find shelter 
in the small 
openings of trees 

They can fly over 
larges areas of 
the forest in one 
day, just in search 
of food.  

The casque, on the 
top of the Hornbill’s 
head, acts as an 
amplifier for its calls.  



Siamang 

The Siamang is 
arboreal - meaning 
they spend most of 
their lives in the 
trees  

the diet consists  
mostly of fresh leaves and 
fruit.  They will also 
consume  
nuts, insects, eggs and small 
vertebrates  

They swing from 
tree to tree 
using their arm 
only. They can 
carry things with 
their feet when 
they do this.  



Reticulated Python 
Diet consist of 
birds, mammals  
of different sizes 
including deer and 
pigs and on very 
rare occasions 
possibly humans  

It will use its large 
muscular body to  
constrict and 
suffocate its prey.  

The Reticulated Python 
can usually be found 
near water,  
including ponds and 
rivers. 

The average length 
of an adult 
Reticulated Python 
can  
range from 15 - 25 
feet making it the 
longest snake and  
reptile in the world.  



Jaguar 

They are very good 
swimmers, and 
unlike other cats, 
they seek out 
water for bathing 
and swimming. 

They can climb 
trees to get their 
prey. 

The jaguar’s fur 
keeps it 
camouflaged. 

Jaguars are also 
very strong, giving 
it the strength to 
move slowly and 
silently through 
the forest when 
stalking prey. The 
jaguar can move 
extremely fast 
which makes it an 
effective hunter. 



Three-Toed sloth 
Moves extremely 
slowly so it doesn’t 
draw attention to 
itself from 
predators 

Greenish algae on 
its fur provides 
camouflage 

Very strong legs 
and claws to hang 
still for a long time. 

They have three 
extra neck bones 
which allow them to 
turn their heads 
270° which is a 
useful adaptation 
when predators can 
come from any 
direction. 

Sloths have thick, dense 
coats which keeps them dry 
during heavy downpours. 

Sloths have a very 
slow metabolism 
which enables them 
to stay in the same 
tree for several days 
before descending 
for food. It also 
means they only 
defecate (poo!) every 
eight days 



Your turn… Activity 2: 
• After looking at all of those 

animals of the rainforest, its your 
turn to design your OWN animal 
that could survive in the rainforest. 

• However, you must be able to say 
WHY you have designed your 
animal in such a way.  
For instance, if you have put a fish 
like tail on your animal, you must 
be able to say why! 

• Add labels to your design (in detail) 
and remember to give it a name! It 
can be as weird and wacky as you 
like! 
 

Some questions are on the next slide 
for things to think about. 
 
This is the animal that you will use for 
your own non-chronological report 
next week! 



Things to think about: 

• What is your animal called? 

• Which layer of the rainforest does your animal live in? 

• What does your animal like to eat? 

• Who likes to eat your animal?! 

• Is your animal at risk from people? 

• How has your animal adapted to rainforest conditions? 

• What does your animal look like? 

Draw a picture to show us what your animal looks like. (It can be a 

combinations of the animals you have found out about today). 

 

Miss McMillan’s example is on the next slide. 





Science 
 

Animal classification 

What is classification? 
 

Watch the video below: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx 

 
Write a sentence to explain what classification means, use the information from 

the video to help you. 
 

Now watch this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=mRidGna-

V4E&feature=emb_logo 
This informs you of the classification of animals and how they are recognised. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=mRidGna-V4E&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=mRidGna-V4E&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=mRidGna-V4E&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=16&v=mRidGna-V4E&feature=emb_logo


• Vertebrates are animals that have a back bone inside their body. 
• Invertebrates are animals without a back bone. They either have a 

soft body, like worms and jellyfish, or a hard outer casing covering 
their body, like spiders and crabs. 

Vertebrates Invertebrates 

Mammals 

Birds 

Reptiles 

Fish 

Amphibians Insects  / 
arachnids 

Now, lets explore the different animal groups. 



Amphibians 

Amphibians live on land and in 
water. They lay their eggs in 
water. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Reptiles 
Reptiles live in water and on land. 
They have scales and are cold blooded. This 
means that they cannot keep warm by 
themselves and need to be in a warm 
place. 
 
They lay their eggs on land. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Mammals 

Mammals usually have hair or fur. 
Mammal babies are born alive. 
The mothers feed their babies milk. 

We are mammals. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Fish 

Fish live in water. 
They have fins instead of legs and 
gills instead of lungs. They lay 
their eggs in water. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Insects 

Insects have 6 legs. 
Their bodies are made up of 3 
parts. Some have wings. 
They lay eggs. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Birds 

Birds have a beak, wings, feathers 
and 2 legs. They lay eggs. 

Note the similarities and differences 
between them. 



Activity: Write down the heading of each animal group 
Mammal, amphibian, insect, bird, reptile, fish 

Classify the following animals into the correct group and explain why you think they 
belong there. 

e.g. A lion is a mammal because it has fur and gives birth to live young. 

Newt 



Mammal: 
• Cheetah 
• Elephant 
• Bear 
• Seal  
 

Bird: 
• Flamingo 
• Robin 
• Toucan 
 

Reptile: 
• Crocodile 
• Snake 
• Bearded dragon 
 

Insects: 
• Bee 
• Butterfly 
• Ladybird 
 

Fish: 
• Clown fish 
• Goldfish 

 

Amphibian: 
• Newt 
• Frog 
 

Answers: 



 

Have a go at this word search: 


