
Antelope Class 
Topic / Science / Art 

Week 4 learning- 11.5.20 

Hello Antelopes, well done for all of your hard work so far. We 
have enjoyed seeing the drawings and research you have been 

doing. Please keep sending your work to 
antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.  

This week, there is an art activity, following on from Friday’s 
maths learning, for you to complete, in addition to topic and 

science. We look forward to seeing what you create. 
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 
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Topic 

This lesson will take approximately 45 minutes. 

 

This week, we are going to look at why the 
rainforest is important. 

 

Please watch the video below to get you started: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=96&

v=nz-2Fh8LWQc&feature=emb_title 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=96&v=nz-2Fh8LWQc&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=96&v=nz-2Fh8LWQc&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=96&v=nz-2Fh8LWQc&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=96&v=nz-2Fh8LWQc&feature=emb_title


The rainforests are so important because they are 
home to: 

 
• Oxygen - the rainforest vegetation absorbs 

carbon dioxide and expels (releases) oxygen. 
• Medicines - a quarter of all medicines originate 

from here. 
• Biodiversity- Many animals and plants live there, 

as well as many undiscovered species. 
• Food- e.g. vanilla, chocolate, coffee, nuts, ginger 

and pepper 
• Resources, such as rubber and bamboo 
• Trees which provide wood and paper. 
• And they regulate the climate. 



Biodiversity 

Rainforests are home to over 30 million species of plants 
and animals. That’s half of the Earth’s wildlife and at least 

two-thirds of its plant species. 

They contain a third of the world’s bird species and 90% of 
its invertebrates. 

There are still thousands of rainforest plants and animals 
that are waiting to be discovered. 



Indigenous people’s territory 

For thousands of years, indigenous people have been 
living in harmony with the rainforest, depending on it 

for food, shelter and medicines.  



Oxygen 

The rainforest absorbs much of the carbon dioxide we 
breathe out and releases the oxygen that we depend 

on for our survival.  

The absorption of this carbon dioxide helps to stabilise 
the Earth's climate, too much of it in our air would be 

harmful for us. 



Climate regulation 

Rainforests store lots of water, like a huge sponge. The 
trees draw water from the forest floor and release it back 

into the atmosphere in the form of mists and clouds.  

 

 

 

Without rainforests continually recycling large amounts of 
water, feeding rivers, lakes and irrigation systems, droughts 

would become more common.  
Droughts- long periods with abnormally low rainfall leading to a shortage of water.  



Medicine 

It may surprise you to know that more than 25% of our 
modern medicines originate from tropical forest plants. 

Even so, we have only learned how to use 1% of these 
amazing plants, so imagine the possibilities if we could 

experiment with the other 99%! 



Food 

Rainforests are the source of many foods that we use 
today. This includes, coffee, cocoa (used to make 

chocolate), many fruits and nuts, spices, rice, and other 
products such as rubber, gums, resins, dyes and 

tannins. 



Topic activity 

Create a leaflet to inform people of the 
importance of the rainforest. 

 

Remember to have sub-headings, pictures, facts 
and information, an attractive front page and 

fact boxes. 

 

Please see the next slide for a few examples.  





Science 

This lesson should take approximately 45 
minutes. 

 

Invertebrates investigation 
 

Can you remember from last week’s home 
learning what an invertebrate is? 



An invertebrate is an animal without a 
backbone.  

Did you remember this? 

 

Today, or across a few days, you are going to complete 
an invertebrate investigation to see how many you can 

find around your environment. 

 

Invertebrates you may find are: 

Slugs, worms, spiders, snails, butterflies and other 
insects. 

  



Some questions you could investigate: 
• Do more invertebrates live in shady or sunny areas? 

• Where in the garden is the best place to find invertebrates 
and why? 

• What types of flower do pollinators prefer? 

 

We are going to choose the second question to investigate 
during this lesson, but you can investigate the other 

questions in your own time. 

 

Let’s begin working scientifically! 

 

Write all of the answers and results down on a piece of 
paper. 

 

 



Question: Where in the garden is the best place to find 
invertebrates and why? 

 

Make a prediction:  
Have a look around your garden / other outside area. List the places 
where you could find invertebrates. What place do you think is the 
best for invertebrates to live? Why do you think that is? 

e.g. Under a plant pot, because it is dark and damp. 

 

What is your method for answering the question? Is it: 

• Counting how many invertebrates you find in each area? 

• Listing the invertebrates you find in each area and finding the 
best one for different types? E.g. more woodlice by trees but 
more slugs under plant pots. 

• Looking at the conditions of each place and checking if this is 
suitable for different invertebrates? 

 



How are you going to make it a fair test? 

Are you going to check all of the areas at the same time of the 
day?  

Will you check all of the areas more than once across the day to 
see what you will find, then find an average? 

Will you count the number of invertebrates for a certain amount 
of time? E.g. 30 seconds. 

Will you check in different weather conditions? E.g. sun and rain. 

 



Recording your results/observations: 

Create a table for your results, such as below: 

 

 
Place  Invertebrates found Tally  Observations 

Under the rock at the 
bottom of the garden. 

Slugs 
Spiders 
Snails 
Ants 
Woodlice 
worms 

IIII 
I 
I 
IIII IIII 
IIII 
II 

It was dark and damp 
under this rock. The mud 
was wet and it was a 
cramped  area. 

By the plants. Butterflies 
Bees 
Ladybirds 
Spiders 

I 
II 
I 
II 

It was open and smelled 
strong of lavender. 
A lot of the invertebrates 
were found near the 
fence. 

In the soil by the 
wooden fence. 

Worms 
Slugs 
Woodlice 
Spiders 

III 
I 
II 
I 

The soil was recently 
watered. The worms 
were poking out of the 
soil. 



Analyse your results: 

What did you find out?  

 

Answer the research question: 

Where in the garden is the best place to find 
invertebrates and why? 

Remember to use your results as evidence. 

 
E.g. According to my results, I found that more invertebrates 
lived under the rock at the bottom of the garden than 
elsewhere. I know this, because 22 insects were counted. This 
may be because it had perfect conditions for the insects that 
lived there and it is a safe place away from prey, such as birds.  

 

 

 

 

 



Art 

This lesson will take approximately 30-40 minutes. 
 

You are going to use your knowledge of symmetry to 
complete the drawings of a rainforest animals.  

Remember that it needs to look the same on either side of the 
mirror line. 

 
Choose one of the pictures on the next few slides to have a go 

at.  
We look forward to seeing what you can do. Please send your 
drawings over to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk and we will 

share some next week. 
 

Miss McMillan's example is on the next slide 
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Blue-morpho butterfly 



Jaguar 



Squirrel  
Monkey 



Pale-headed saki monkey 



Keel-billed 
Toucan 



Red-eyed tree frog 



Sloth 



Spider  
monkey 


