
Meerkats

Tuesday 19th January  

English: Minotaur Comprehension – LIVE TEACHING SESSION
Maths: Ratio (on separate link on Class page School website)

Science: Inheritance and Evolution.
‘How ducks survive in winter’.

Activity: How to make a bird feeder. LIVE TEACHING SESSION



English.

Today we will look at The story of The Minotaur from Greek Myths by Ann
Turnbull.

The author Ann Turnbull wanted to retell the stories of Greek myths as
authentically as possible in producing her book. However, today I would like
you to read a shortened introduction to the story first and then we will
continue with Ann Turnball’s recount from page 53. I have still included her
full version should you wish to read it later.

I have included a link to an animated version of the
story but again ask that you complete the comprehension
first as it is based on the text not the video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw




Ann Turnball’s continued recount of the story.
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Ann Turnball’s introduction.
Don’t read until after completing the comprehension.

.
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Minotaur Comprehension.

Now that you have read the story of the Minotaur, I would like you to complete
the comprehension task on the following slide. There are 3 sets of questions and
I would like you to complete A and B and if you wish to challenge yourself then
complete question sheet C.

You do not have to write on the sheets, so there is no need to print. Just write
your answers out on a sheet of paper. Remember to write in full sentences for
questions which ask you to explain your answers and include the correct
punctuation (capital letters and full stops essential). If you are asked to list two
things make sure you include two. Also, make sure to check the spelling. You
may find it helpful to use the wording of the question to start your answer.

For example:
Q3. What does the fact that her eyes were shining suggest?

Her shining eyes suggests that… or It suggests that…
Q5. What time of day do the guards come for Theseus?

You can just write a time here – this does not need a full sentence.







Science

• Today we are going to watch an episode of Winter Watch. The
team share the incredible science that explains why ducks don’t die
from the cold, a hidden world of overwintering insects, and
minibeasts captured on camera by a passionate amateur
photographer.

• Watch the episode using the link below– Our focus is on ‘How ducks
survive over winter’ linking to our science topic of Inheritance and
Evolution. This is about 35 minutes into the programme.

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000dtj8

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000dtj8


Science activity
Live Teaching Session

• As winter comes to an end there are less berries on the trees for
the birds to forage.

• To help them and to encourage birds to your garden can you make a
feeder: Watch the following links give you the full instructions of
how to make a feeder with different ingredients and equipment.

– https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-
activities/activities/make-a-speedy-bird-cake/

– https://www.bettycrocker.com/recipes/for-the-birds-
feeder/6e2cec7f-2744-49ea-90c2-1e5cfb9a835e

• Others are available if you do not have the ingredients for this.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-speedy-bird-cake/
https://www.bettycrocker.com/recipes/for-the-birds-feeder/6e2cec7f-2744-49ea-90c2-1e5cfb9a835e


Now that you have made your bird feeder put it out into your 
garden to encourage birds to visit.  Please check that this is ok 
with your parents or carers first.

Also, this month, the RSPB asks that we get involved with the 
Big Garden Birdwatch. To take part all you need to do is spend 
an hour counting the birds you see in your garden or from 
your balcony, then tell RSPB what you saw. It really is that 
simple!  You can download a pack form the following link.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


Thank you for all your hard work – it was great to see the
work which has been sent in already. Thank you also to
parents and carers for your support with this.

There will also be a Mathletics challenge to complete and a
reading comprehension in Reading Eggs later in the week.

Please continue to photograph or scan completed work as we
would love to see your learning journey across the week. If
you have any questions regarding the activities set, please
email:

meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

Thank you, Mrs MacMeekin, Mrs Jeffery, Mrs Harvey and
Miss Shaw.


