
YEAR 1 WRITING 
AND GHASP

T E R M  5  W E E K  4



THIS WEEK
• There are 3 GHaSP sessions and 3 writing sessions to work through 

this week. 

• Each GHASP session should take about 10 minutes and each writing 

session should take about 30 minutes.

• There are also some spelling and handwriting activities to try.  These 

should take between 5 and 10 minutes.

• GHaSP:  Adding – er to root words.

• Writing: Pirate Information Page



SPELLING

• This week you will have 3 words to practise from the Year 1 common 

exception words list.  These are:

were      called       have
• Below are some ideas for practising your spellings:

Make a ‘Spelling Word Origami Fortune Teller’:                             

https://www.dltk-kids.com/world/japan/mfortune-teller.htm

Create your own word search or cross word puzzle.                                               

You could use this website to create one:           

http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/

Play hangman.

https://www.dltk-kids.com/world/japan/mfortune-teller.htm
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/


HANDWRITING - LETTERJOIN
• Letterjoin have created a selection of 5 or 15 minute ‘filler’ activities. Please 

find further details below. You could try 1 or 2 of these this week. Log in to: 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/extras/printouts.html

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/extras/printouts.html




GHASP – SESSION 1 - 3

• This week we are learning to add the suffix –er to adjectives.

• Watch this video to see the different rules you need to know when 

adding –er: https://youtu.be/lBmKCYA-RTE

• Go through the next pages and try the activities over 3 separate 

sessions. Spend about 10 minutes on each activity. 

• For an extra challenge try the quiz on this website: 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/english/adjectives-adding-er-

and-est/

https://youtu.be/lBmKCYA-RTE
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/english/adjectives-adding-er-and-est/


GHaSP –

Session 1



GHaSP –

Session 1



Add the suffix –er to change these words.

fast             

sweet

cold             

slow

small

rich

GHaSP –
Session 1



dark             

old

hard             

quick

soft

loud

GHaSP –
Session 1

Add the suffix –er to change these words.



GHaSP –

Session 1



GHASP – SESSION 2

• When adding -er to a word ending in a short vowel sound and consonant, we 

double the consonant then add -er. For example:

• big = bigger       hot = hotter

• When adding -er to a word ending in an ‘e’, we drop the ‘e’ and then add -er. 

For example:

•nice = nicer       safe = safer

• Now try adding –er to the words on the next page.



GHASP – SESSION 2

Can you write some sentences using -er words?



GHASP - SESSION 3
• The last rule to learn when adding -er is for words ending in ‘y’, e.g. fluffy, 

pretty, silly.

• For these we take off the ‘y’ and replace it with the letter ‘i’. We then add -er.

• For example:

fluffy fluffi fluffier

• Can you try changing these words?

pretty                               silly

crazy                                early

nasty                                friendly

Answers on the next page.



GHASP - SESSION 3

• Answers

pretty          prettier         silly             sillier

crazy           crazier          early             earlier

nasty           nastier          friendly           friendlier

• Now try the different adding –er or –est games on this 

website: https://wordwall.net/resource/51628/english/er-

est-sorting-activity

https://wordwall.net/resource/51628/english/er-est-sorting-activity


YEAR 1 WRITING

T E R M  5  W E E K  4



WRITING – PIRATE INFORMATION 
BOOK
• This week we are going to start collecting facts to include in a short 

information book about pirates.

• We will:

1. recap which features need to be included in an information page.

2. decide on the headings for each page.

3. start to research and gather interesting facts to include.

• Next week, we will start to write our information books.

• Please turn to the next page for writing session 1.



WRITING – SESSION 1
• Today we are going to recap the features that need to be included on each 

information page.

• On the next page is an example from an information book about pirates.

• We would like you to annotate (label) the key features of this text.

• The answers can be found on the page after.

• We would then like you to repeat this with the second example. Can you find 

the key features on your own this time?

• Lastly, log in to Reading Eggspress (with your Reading Eggs username and 

password): https://readingeggs.co.uk/login1/

• Go to the Library and search for ‘Raiders at Sea’. This is an information book 

about pirates. Please read or listen to this book. Has it given you any ideas for 

your own pirate information book? Note down any ideas you have as this will 

help in the next sessions.

https://readingeggs.co.uk/login1/


Can you remember any of the features of an information page?



Title

Caption – A sentence about a picture. Pictures

Labels

Facts – Written in full sentences.



Can you label these features?

• Title

• Facts

• Picture

• Labels

• Caption



WRITING – SESSION 2 AND 3

• Today we are going to choose the titles for each page of our information book.

• We are then going to start researching or gathering facts for each page. Mrs 

Janman has modelled how to do this on the next page.

• Below are some ideas for titles. We would recommend that you choose no 

more than 3. This will mean that your pirate information book will have 3 

pages.

Pirate Jobs

Pirate Clothes

Pirate Ships

• On the following slides titled ‘All about Pirates’ is some additional information 

the children could use when researching facts. They can also use our previous 

Topic home learning documents for facts about pirate jobs and pirate ships.

Pirate Rules

Pirate Treasure

Pirate Weapons



WRITING – SESSION 2 AND 3
• Below you will see that Mrs Janman has chosen 3 titles and then written notes for the 

facts she will include on each page.

• Remember to keep the reader in mind and enjoy collecting facts and ideas that you 

will want to share with them.

• Write the page title.

• Read through the facts.

• Use bullet points to record notes (you do                                                             

not need to write in full sentences until                                                              

next week).



All about Pirates



Who were pirates?

• Pirates were robbers who 
roamed the seas and stole from 
other ships.

• Men became pirates for all 
sorts of reasons.



Who were pirates?

• Some thought a pirate’s 
life was full of 
adventure.

• Lots of men thought 
there would be plenty of 
precious treasure.

• Many thought the life 
was easy.



The Golden Age

• Three hundred years ago, thousands of 
pirates sailed around the world. It was 
called the Golden Age of Piracy.

• The Caribbean Sea was very popular with 
pirates because there were many small 
islands.



Who was in the crew?

The captain was the leader. He was chosen 
by the crew.

The quartermaster punished pirates and 
shared out booty.

The helmsman steered the ship.

The cook was often an old pirate who had 
been injured and could not fight.



The Pirate Code

This was known as The  Pirate Code.

Every pirate had to agree to a strict set of rules 
before they could join a ship and go on a voyage.



The Pirate Code

Pirates had to keep their weapons clean so 
they were ready if needed in action.

All pirates had to fight bravely in battle.

Pirates were not allowed to fight each 
other on board the ship.

Pirates needed to go to sleep early: on 
some ships lights out was at about 8pm.



The Pirate Code

Any pirates who did not obey the code were 
punished.

Sometimes the punishment took place on 
board the ship.

One of the worst punishments was called 
marooning. A pirate would be left without 
food on a desert island. If he did not find 
food he would die.



Pirate Clothing

• Pirates wore rough clothes or 
clothes they had stolen.

• They liked to wear their best 
clothes when they were ashore.

• Some of their clothing was 
very practical.



Pirate Clothing

A pirate’s hat or 
headscarf  protected 
him from the sun.

Ribbons and 
sashes were 

used for 
attaching 
weapons.

Boots were strong 
and kept feet dry.



Booty

• Booty was the name given to 
the things pirates stole from 
others.

• The quartermaster was in 
charge of booty.

• His job was to share it out 
among the crew.

• A captured ship was
called a ‘prize’.



Booty

Gold coins were the most popular 
booty as they were easy to share out.

Gold, silver and jewels were the most 
precious kinds of booty.

Pirates also took things from the prize 
that were useful. They often took sails, 
clothes, food and tools. They would often 
set the enemy crew adrift on a small boat.



What happened to pirates?
• The British Navy needed to take action as 

many ships were attacked by pirates.
• Big warships hunted down pirates and captured 

them.
• Many pirates were put on trial for their 

crimes.
• The Golden Age ended with many pirates being 

captured and killed.


