
Antelope Class 
Writing 

Term 6, Week 1 learning- 1.6.20 

Hello Antelopes, welcome to a new term. Well done for all of your hard work 
so far, you are doing great. This week, we are going to be writing a newspaper 

report on the events from a video. 
 It has been a pleasure to see the learning that has been taking place, and we 
look forward to hearing more about that this week. Please send a picture or 

scan of your writing to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk, either every couple of 
days or at the end of the week. 

There are 5 lessons and each lesson will take approximately 30-40 minutes. 
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 

mailto:antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

To identify features of a newspaper. 

 

Remind yourselves of the key features of a newspaper 
report- think back to your ‘Boov Invasion’ report. 

Think- which features can you remember? 

 

Activity 1: Look at the example on the following slide 
and label the different features, before being reminded 

what they are. 



 

E.g.  
Picture 



FEATURES 
• H    eadline! Using a pun, rhyme or alliteration 

 

• 5 W’s (Fancy Facts) 

 

• Eye-witness statements- reported and direct speech 

 

• Photographs & captions 

 

• Paragraphs  

 

• Connectives 

 

• Written in third person  
and past tense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Newspapers use headlines to grab your attention. 

Headlines try to tell the story in as few words as 
possible;  

 

 

 

 Remember to use alliteration, puns, play on 
words or rhyme to make the best headlines. 

 

Watery weather 
washes out Wales!

Christmas 
shoppers stocking 

up 



 
 

 

 

Can you tell which of these sentences are facts and which are 
opinions? 
•The house exploded at 9.30am exactly. 
•The footballer gets paid too much money and isn’t playing well enough. 
•In Western Brazil, carnivals are lively and exciting. 
•Barney, the 32 year old Labrador, is the oldest dog in living memory. 



 
 

Look at the different connectives that you can use to 
expand your sentences and the level of detail you need 

include. 



For a good tail section: 
• Give the reader the opportunity to gain 

additional information if they are 
particularly interested in the topic of the 
news report. 

• Include links to previous news reports or 
useful websites. 

• Include a final quote from a witness or 
expert that helps to sum up the story or 
that could hint at what might happen 
next. 

For a good body section, you need to: 
• Add more information and detail to your lead 

paragraph. 
• Include background information, evidence, 

facts and quotes from people involved in or 
connected to the event/story. 

• Continue to write in order of importance. 

For a good headline, you need 
to: 
• Catch the reader’s 

attention so they want to 
read the rest of the report. 

• Sum up the story in a few 
words. 

• Use powerful and 
interesting language. 

• Write in the present tense 
– even if the report is 
about an event that has 
already happened. 

• Include alliteration or wit 
at times. 

For a good lead paragraph, you 
need to: 
• Make the paragraph short 

and snappy so that it 
briefly explains what has 
happened. 

• Use past tense in most 
cases. 

• Make sure the first 
paragraph answers as 
many of these six 
questions as you can –  

Who? What? Where? 

Why? When? How? 

Structure of a newspaper report 

Headline 

Lead 

Body 

Tail 



Activity 2: Now, go back to your newspaper report and 
add the features and structure information that you 

may have missed. 

 

 

 

Activity 3: Comprehension- Read the newspaper 
article, from 2011, on the following slide.  

In full sentences, answer the questions at the bottom 
of the slide. 



1. What is the title of the article?  

2. Who is the reporter?   

3. What is the article about?             

4. Who is the article about? 

5. Where has the events happened? 

6. When did it happen? 

7. What are the Forestry Commission doing? 

8. Why are the caterpillars dangerous? 

9. Where have there been outbreaks? 

10. Who has been quoted? 

11. What is the article about? 

12. What do you think the next article will be? 



Lesson 2 

To use reported and direct speech. 

 
How to use speech marks accurately. 

Please watch the following video: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk


Speech marks: 
  

Activity 1- Look at these sentences, put the speech marks in the correct place. 
   

  

 My name is Jane, said the girl. 

  

David said, When it is 3 o’clock I can go to the park. 

 

Can you tell me what time it is? asked Peter. 

  

I like it when the weather is nice, said the old woman. 

  

I’ve lost my ball in the garden! shouted the boy. 

  

My friend’s name is Susan, explained the girl. 

  

Hello there!  she said. 

   

The man said, It was a cold rainy night when I lost my cat. 

  

Please can I have some sweets? asked Jenny. 

  

Where are you? called the woman. 
 

Here is an example for you 
to look at. 
  
How far away is Paris? 
asked the man. 
  
“How far away is Paris?” 
asked the man. 



There are two forms of speech that we should try and use in our writing. 
 
Direct Speech – this is when you write down exactly what the person is  
saying. You will need to use speech marks. 
 
“I don’t want to eat my cabbage,” Peter grumbled to his mother. 
 
Reported Speech – this is when you are repeating what someone has 
said. Imagine that you are telling another person what Peter said. You 
Do not need speech marks. Reported speech is written in the past 
tense. 
 
Peter told his mum that he did not want to eat his cabbage. 

The difference between direct and 
reported speech: 



Another example: 
 
Direct Speech 

 
“The level of noise in this classroom is totally unacceptable,” said Mr 
Kore. 

 
Reported Speech 

 
Mr Kore told his class that they were being far too noisy. 

 
You can see that both sentences carry the same meaning, so you do 
not need to just repeat what has been said or get rid of the speech 
marks. 
 



“Can I have another biscuit please?” Billy asked his Dad politely. 
 
 
 
“Stop thief!” the policeman bellowed. 
 
 
 
“I’m not going to football on Monday night because I’ve got far too 
much work to do,” Mr Williams said. 
 
 

Activity 2: Have a look at these examples of direct speech. Change 
them into reported speech. Don’t just get rid of the speech marks. 
Make sure you keep the same meaning. Copy the sentences out in 

your best handwriting. 



Hayley shouted at the dog to stop barking. 
 
 
 
Mrs Wilson asked the bus driver if he knew what stop was closest to 
the town centre. 
 
 
 
The fireman begged the cat to come down from the tree. 
 
 
 

Activity 3: Now, have a look at these examples of reported speech. 
Change them into direct speech. Do not just add speech marks. 

Make sure you keep the same meaning. Copy the sentences out in 
your best handwriting. 



Lesson 3 

To identify the key events from an occurrence. 

 

Watch the following video from ‘Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGVsptoMsKE  

 

Write down the key events from the video.  

What happens? 

How do the characters react? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGVsptoMsKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGVsptoMsKE


Activity: 

Create a storyboard or comic strip for the key 
events of the video. 

 

• Remember to re-tell the story through simple 
sentences and the drawing of pictures. 

• A story-board template is available on the following 
slide. 

 

 

 



 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 



Lesson 4 

To plan a newspaper report. 

 

Today, you are going to plan a newspaper report for the events in 
the video you watched in lesson 3: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGVsptoMsKE  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGVsptoMsKE


Activity 1: 
Choose two of the characters from the video. 

This could be:  

 

 

 

 

 
Imagine you are interviewing them.  

What do you think they would say about the event they 
witnessed? 

Write down a variety of ideas for each character you choose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flint Lockwood Sam Sparks Mayor 
Shelbourne 

‘Baby’ Brent 
McHale 

Policeman Earl  
Devereaux 

Cal 
Devereaux 



Activity 2: 

Now… plan your newspaper report. 
Support is on the next slide and a template is on the following slide. 

 
Remember to think about: 

• A headline 

• Your introductory paragraph- answering the 5 Ws (Who, 
What, Where, When and Why) 

• Facts from the event. 

• Good and bad points about what happened. 

• The effect of the event- environment, people, traffic etc.  

• Closing paragraph- what is going to happen in the future? 

 

 

 



Headline: 
 

Paragraph 1: 
 
 
Expand on the 5 Ws, 
what happened? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph 2: 
 
 
Eye-witness 1- what do 
they think of the 
event? 
Use direct or reported speech. 

 
 
 

Paragraph 3: 
 
 
Eye-witness 2- what do 
they think of the event? 
Use direct or reported speech. 

 
 
 

 

Closing Statement: 
 
What is going to happen 
in the future? 
Is there going to be a big 
clean-up? 
Are the police going to do 
an investigation into the 
cause? 
 

Opening Statement: 
 

Who? Residents of Swallow 
Falls 
 
What? Raining burgers 
 
Where? Swallow Falls 
 
When? (Any date you choose) 
 
Why? A machine caused the 
event, invented by Flint 
Lockwood. 
 



Headline: 
 

Paragraph 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Paragraph 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Closing Statement: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Statement: 
 

Who? 
 
What? 
 
 
Where? 
 
When? 
 
Why?  
 
 

 
 



Lesson 5 

To write a newspaper report. 
 

Today, you are going to write up your newspaper 
report. 

 

Use your plan to inform the write-up of your report. 

 

Miss McMillan’s example is on the next slide. 

A template for your report is available on the following slide. 



 




