
Antelope Class 
Writing  

Week 3 learning- 4.5.20 

Non-chronological reports 
Again, thank you for all your hard work last week. This week we are going to be 

looking at non-chronological reports, what the features are with a view to 
planning your own report. 

I have enjoyed hearing about some of the learning that has been taking place 
and I look forward to hearing more about that this week. Thank you for all your 
hard work yesterday and thank you to your parents / carers for supporting you. 

Please send a picture or scan of your writing to 
antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk, either every couple of days or at the end of 

the week. 
This week there will be 4 days worth of learning as Friday is a bank holiday, but 

please carry on research as an optional activity. 
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 

mailto:antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

To recognise the features of a non-chronological 
report. 

 

What is a non- chronological report? 

A non-chronological report is a text which isn't written 
in time order. They are normally non-fiction texts which 
give information on a particular subject or event, 
without referring to the order in which things happen. 

It can be about an event, object, person or animal. 

 



On the following slide, there is an example of a non-
chronological report written by Mrs Smith. 

(It is also on the Antelopes class page) 

 

Activity 1: 

Please read through it and have a go at identifying the features 
before being told what they are. 

 

What is the structure like? 

What is the language like? 

What information has been included? 

How has it been written? Formal or informal? 



 



Features of a non-chronological report 

• Eye-catching heading 

• Introductory paragraph 

• Text split into paragraphs and each paragraph on a different aspect of the 
subject. 

• Facts and statistics (facts that involve numbers) 

• Sub-headings for each paragraph. 

• Usually written in the present tense. 

• Pictures of the subject. 

• Caption for the picture. 

• Technical vocabulary in bold. 

• Boxes containing interesting individual facts to grab the attention of the 
reader. 

 

Activity 2: Highlight / label the features within the example (this is 
demonstrated on the following slide). 





Activity 3 – look at the following examples. These are additional examples 
of non-chronological reports. 

(also available on Antelopes class page) 
  

• Label the features we have looked at on the previous slide. 

• Find 3 similarities and 3 differences for each one in comparison to Mrs 
Smith’s report. 



Lesson 2 

To use sub-headings effectively to source information. 

 

 

 

A sub-heading is a mini-headline given to a subsection 
or paragraph within a main piece of writing.  

They are smaller in size than the main headline but larger than the 
paragraph text of the article. 

 
Why are they important? 
• They  stand-out because of their size and snappiness.  
• If the reader is looking for a specific piece of information, the sub-

headings act as a guide to serve the reader through the page until they 
have found what they are looking for.  

• Having interesting sub-headings will encourage the reader to read 
through that information. 



Activity 1: From Mrs Smith’s non-chronological report from 
lesson 1, locate the information to answer the following 

questions, use the sub-headings to help you.  

 
1. Where do coral snakes live? 

2. What eats the coral snake? 

3. What colour are coral snakes? 

4. How long does it take for their eggs to hatch? 

5. How do they eat their prey? 

6. What is a baby snake called? 

7. What animal class do the coral snakes belong to? 

8. What is the purpose of their fangs? 
 

How did the sub-headings support you in finding the information 
to answer the questions? 



Activity 2: 
Using the following sub-headings: diet, appearance, habitat, behaviour 
 Sort the information, about hamsters, into the appropriate sub-

headings. Please label each sentence with one of the sub-headings and 
then organise them into the four groups. 

 

• A Syrian hamster is the biggest hamster. They live to about 3 years old. They do not 
like to share a cage with other hamsters! 

• Hamsters need water bottles and running wheels in their cages. 
• You can buy hamster food at pet shops.  
• Hamster cages need to be cleaned every week. 
• A Chinese hamster has a longer tail. It doesn’t mind sharing a cage but sometimes 

females can be aggressive to each other. 
• Hamsters need to chew on a wood block to keep their teeth short because their 

teeth never stop growing! 
• Hamsters like to hide so it is a good idea to put a small house or box in the cage. 
• Hamsters are usually kept in wire or plastic cages. 
• Hamsters are quite small, around 6 inches in length. 
• There are more than 25 species of hamsters ranging from the large European breed 

to the tiny dwarf hamsters  
• Hamsters have stout bodies with short tails and small furry ears. 
• The creatures store food within expandable pouches insides their cheeks that they 

bring back to their colonies to eat later. 



Lesson 3 

To recognise the active and passive voice. 

 

 
The usual order of words in 
an English sentence is:  
Subject, Verb, Object 
 

Subject: Who we are talking 
about in the sentence. For 
example, Milo is who we are 
talking about.  
 
Verb: The ‘doing word’ of the 
sentence, which tells you what 
the subject is up to. For example 
‘grabbed’. 
 
Object: This is the thing the verb 
is working on. In this case, the 
postman’s leg. 

For example: 
 
Milo grabbed the postman’s leg. 



Activity 1: Mark the subject, verb and object for each sentence (colour or 
label). 

For example: 

Gary was having a bad day. 
Gary is the subject because he is the person we are talking about in the sentence. 

Having is the verb, it is what he is doing. 

Day is the object because it is what the verb is working on. 

 
Version One 

Gary was having a bad day. He accidentally threw his favourite magazine in the bin. He then 

banged his leg on a chair and found his mum had shrunk his best sweater in the wash.  

 

Version Two 

It was a bad day for Gary. His favourite magazine was accidentally thrown in the bin. His leg 

was banged on a chair and his best sweater had shrunk in the wash by his mum. 

 

 



How did you do? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Active voice (Version 1) 
In an active sentence, the subject performs the action (the verb to the object) 
Passive voice (Version 2) 
In a passive sentence, the thing that would normally be the object gets turned 
into the subject through the use of the passive form of the verb. They often 
include a prepositional phrase starting with ‘by’. 

Version One 

Gary was having a bad day.    He accidentally threw his favourite magazine 

in the bin. He then banged his leg on a chair and found his mum had shrunk 

his best sweater in the wash.  

Version Two 

It was a bad day for Gary. His favourite magazine was accidentally thrown in 

the bin. His leg was banged on a chair and his best sweater had shrunk in the 

wash by his mum. 

subject verb object subject 

subject verb object subject verb 

object 

object verb 

verb subject object subject verb 

object subject verb object subject verb 

object 



Please watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=ZnL689Mpzew&

feature=emb_title to explain the active and passive voice further. 
It is possible to change a sentence from active to passive voice, or from 
passive to active voice. It is important that you do not change the tense 

of the sentence. Look at the altered sentences: 

In an active sentence, the subject performs the action (the verb to the object) 
 
In a passive sentence, the thing that would normally be the object gets turned 
into the subject through the use of the passive form of the verb. They often 
include a prepositional phrase starting with ‘by’. 

Active and passive sentences 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=ZnL689Mpzew&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=15&v=ZnL689Mpzew&feature=emb_title


Active or Passive Voice? 
Activity 2: sort these sentences into the correct places in the table 

below: 

The plane is boarded by the family. 

Active 

Passive 

The magician pulled a rabbit from the hat. 

Isaac threw a ball at the window. Helen practised her recorder every day. 

The damage was caused by the storm. The flowers were grown by my nan. 



Changing Sentences (examples) 

On the plain, the lioness chased an antelope. 
On the plain, an antelope was chased by the lioness. 

Harry ate sandwiches for lunch. 
Sandwiches were eaten by Harry for 
lunch. 

The carrots are always eaten by my 
brother. 
My brother always eats the carrots. 

Activity 3: Rewrite these active sentences in the passive voice voice. 

Gina visited the library regularly. 

My family always eat turkey for Christmas dinner. 

The lazy girl ignored her alarm clock. 

Active  
Passive 



Activity 3: Rewrite these sentences in the 
passive voice. Answers 

Gina visited the library regularly. 

The library was visited by Gina regularly. 

My family always eat turkey for Christmas dinner. 

Turkey is always eaten by my family for 
Christmas dinner. 

The lazy girl ignored her alarm clock. 
The alarm clock was ignored by the lazy girl 



Lesson 4 

To plan a non-chronological report on a rainforest animal. 
 

Today, we are going to plan a non-chronological report by researching an 
animal that lives in a rainforest and create a mind map to show the sub-

headings we are going to use in our report. 



Activity: 

Plan a non-chronological report. Create your own mind-map on a 
landscape A4 piece of paper or use the template, which is 

available on the Antelopes class page. 

 
The template is demonstrated on the slide after next, with an example of how 

it should look completed on the slide after. 

 

The mind-map will enable you to organise your ideas and research into the 
appropriate sub-headings and allow you to transfer your plan into a non-

chronological report easily. 

Next week, you will use your plan to write a non-chronological report on the 
animal you have chosen. 

 

Please refer to the following slide for pictures of rainforest animals and 
website links that you could use to support you with your research. 



Jaguar 
Three-Toed sloth 

Red Eyed 
Tree Frog 

Central 
American 
Squirrel Monkey 

Toucan 

Website ideas: 
 

• https://www.rainforestanimals.net/ 
(Very good website for a range of animals) 

 
• https://www.enchantedlearning.com/su

bjects/rainforest/Animals.shtml 
 

• https://www.activewild.com/rainforest-
animals-list/ 
 

• https://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/rainforest
-animals/introduction 

https://www.rainforestanimals.net/
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Your animal 

Subheading 1 

Subheading 4 

Subheading 3 

Subheading 2 

Your Plan: 
Around each subheading write facts and statistics that are related to the area. 

 
Please refer to the next slide to see an example of this.  



Add more branches and sub-headings if you would like, just 
like I have, to include more information. 


