Antelope Class
Writing
Week 4 learning- 11.5.20
Again, thank you for all your hard work last week. This week we are going
to carry on looking at non-chronological reports by using your plan to write
your own report, and begin improving the sentences we use.
We have enjoyed hearing about some of the learning that has been taking
place, and we look forward to hearing more about that this week. Please
send a picture or scan of your writing to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk,
either every couple of days or at the end of the week.
There are 5 lessons and each lesson will take approximately 30-40
minutes.
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith

Lesson 1
To develop our sentences to build interest.
In non-chronological reports, much of the information is
factual. We have to personalise this when we write it and
make it interesting for the reader.

Sentence structure is one way we can do this.
If ‘The…’ is used again and again, it can be repetitive and
the reader may lose interest. So… we have to change this.

Below is an extract from a website about toucans.
The toco toucan, one of the largest and best-known species of bird, lives in South
America’s tropical rainforest. Its oversized bill has made it one of the world’s most
popular birds. It can weigh nearly two pounds and grow to twenty-five inches
long, with its bill accounting for nearly half its length. The bill is used as a feeding
tool. The birds use them to reach fruit on branches that are too small to support
their weight. They mostly eat fruit such as figs, oranges and guavas, as well as
insects and eggs.

Highlighted in red, you can see how all the sentences start with either the, it or
they.
You can change the sentences so they are more interesting for the reader. Mrs Smith has
re-written the paragraph above using different sentence starters:

South America’s tropical rainforest is home to the toco toucan, one of the largest
and best-known species of bird, popular due to its oversized bill. Typically
weighing up to two pounds and growing to twenty-five inches long, their bill
accounts for nearly half their length. Used as a feeding tool, it enables the toucan
to reach fruit on branches that are too small to support their weight. Figs, oranges
and guavas feature heavily in their diet, as well as insects and eggs.
As you can see from the words highlighted in green, the sentence starters have
changed.

Please watch the video to see how more sentences can
be changed:
https://youtu.be/bMiZiZvxWVE

You can refer back to your learning on the active and passive
voice, and your knowledge of fronted adverbials, to support you
with this.
• Active voice: In an active sentence, the subject performs the action.
• Passive voice: In a passive sentence, the thing that would normally be the
object gets turned into the subject through the use of the passive form of
the verb. They often include a prepositional phrase starting with ‘by’.

Activity 1: Re-write the following sentences to change
the active sentences to passive.
Practise your handwriting when you copy out the sentences.
1.

The jaguar does not avoid water, unlike other cats - in fact, it is quite
a good swimmer.

2.

The sloth has long sharp claws, that help it to hold on to trees.

3.

The giant anteater eats up to 35,000 ants and termites each day
using its long tongue.

4.

The honey bear is a nocturnal mammal which only ventures out at
night - to collect plant nectar.

Fronted adverbials are phrases or words at the start of a sentence which are
used to describe the action that follows. Normally, a comma is used after an
adverbial, although there are still plenty of exceptions to this rule.

Activity 2: Re-write the following sentences by
starting them with a fronted adverbial.
Practise your handwriting when you copy out the sentences.
1.

There are some amazing snakes, slithering along rocks and trees,
deep in the rainforest.

2.

The electric eel is not actually an eel, despite its serpentine
appearance.

3.

There are more than 10,000 species of ant, many of which can be
found in tropical rainforests.

4.

The dark rainforest is an ideal place for the black panther to hunt,
as it blends in, both day and night.

5.

The ruby-throated hummingbird migrates south each year, some
flying nearly 600 miles.

Lesson 2
To use a plan to write a non-chronological report.

Using the plan you created in Lesson 4 last week,
researching a rainforest animal, you are going to
write a non-chronological report.
Miss McMillan is going to model how you can turn facts into
sentences using conjunctions and applying the learning of active
and passive voice and fronted adverbials.

Please watch the video, which shows you how to use facts from
your plan to inform your non-chronological report.
https://youtu.be/m9wCtfIEJ-E

Activity: Write up your non-chronological report of a rainforest
animal, using your plan from Lesson 4 last week. You do not have
to limit it to one page.
Remember the features of a non-chronological report.
Keep referring to this list while you are writing.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eye-catching heading
Introductory paragraph
Text split into paragraphs and each paragraph on a different aspect of the
subject.
Facts and statistics (facts that involve numbers)
Sub-headings for each paragraph.
Usually written in the present tense.
Pictures of the subject.
Caption for the picture.
Technical vocabulary in bold.
Boxes containing interesting individual facts to grab the attention of the
reader.

Lesson 3
To edit and improve a non-chronological
report.
Self-assess your work against the features on the next slide.
Label the features on your non-chronological report.
What have you done well?
What could you improve on?
Please refer to the next slide for an example of this.

Large title
Introductory
paragraph

Statistic

Sub-headings

Facts

Picture and
caption

Box containing
an interesting
fact

Technical
vocabulary in
bold.

Miss McMillan’s self assessment:
I have included many features of a non-chronological report, this includes
sub-headings, an introductory paragraph, facts and statistics and a picture.
I have started to think about my sentence structure by including fronted
adverbials, and I have used adjectives to describe.
To improve, I could use more technical words, as I only have one, and
introduce more fact boxes. Also, I am yet to use the passive voice in my
writing.

Activity 1: Now it’s your turn to self-assess your nonchronological report from Lesson 2.
Use your feedback to ‘purple pen’ your report and work on your
improvements.

Activity 2:
Another way you can improve your writing is to use more
powerful vocabulary.
Look through your non-chronological report and identify words that are not
very exciting, use a thesaurus or an online thesaurus:
https://www.thesaurus.com/ to improve your word choices.
Once you have done that, improve the following words by choosing more
powerful alternatives.
Give 2 or 3 alternatives for each word.
colourful

big

loud

quiet

long

cute

fly

jump

pretty

soft

slow

tall

Activity 3:
Log on to Reading Eggs and complete the
reading comprehension and spelling lesson set
for you.

Lesson 4
To plan a non-chronological report.
This lesson, you will creating a new animal that lives in the rainforest. You
may have created one for your topic activity last week, you can use this one,
or make a new one.
You need to think about its:
• Habitat
• Appearance
• Behaviour
• Diet
• Threats

This will inform the facts that you include in your plan for a non-chronological
report you will create for your animal in Lesson 5.

You can plan it using any format you would like, this can be using
a mind map, just like last week’s plan, or a table. The two
templates are available on the Antelopes class page if you would
like to use one. Or you can create your own.

Remember to organise your facts around the sub-heading the
information belongs in.

Miss McMillan’s animal

Miss McMillan’s non-chronological report plan

Lesson 5
To write a non-chronological report.
This lesson, you will be writing up the non-chronological report
for your own rainforest animal which you planned in Lesson 4.
Please refer back to this video:
https://youtu.be/m9wCtfIEJ-E
To support you in writing your report from the ideas in your plan.

Activity 1: Write a non-chronological report about the rainforest
animal you have created.
Success criteria:
 The features of a non-chronological report.
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Eye-catching heading
Introductory paragraph
Text split into paragraphs and each paragraph on a different aspect of the subject.
Facts and statistics (facts that involve numbers)
Sub-headings for each paragraph.
Usually written in the present tense.
Pictures of the subject.
Caption for the picture.
Technical vocabulary in bold.
Boxes containing interesting individual facts to grab the attention of the reader.

 Active and passive voice
 Fronted adverbials
 Description- adjectives, similes etc.

Activity 2:
If you can, please send a picture or scan of your nonchronological report to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk
so Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith can read all about
your rainforest animal.
Also, share your non-chronological report with
someone.

