
Antelope Class 
Writing 

Week 5 learning- 18.5.20 

Persuasive speech 

Again, thank you for all your hard work last week. This week, we are going to 
look at how to write an effective persuasive speech. By the end of the 5 days, 
you will deliver a speech on why we should look after the rainforests. It has 
been a pleasure to see the learning that has been taking place, and we look 

forward to hearing more about that this week. Please send a picture or scan of 
your writing to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk, either every couple of days or 

at the end of the week. 
There are 5 lessons and each lesson will take approximately 30-40 minutes. 

Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 

1 

mailto:antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

To identify what makes a good persuasive 
argument. 

 

This week, we are going to look at persuasive 
arguments and how we can change a person’s mind by 

delivering a speech.  

 

Have a discussion about what you think makes a good 
persuasive argument. 
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Activity 1- Speaking game 
By the end of the week, you are going to be giving a speech about why it is 

important to look after the rainforest. 

To practise speaking for a long period of time, you are going to play a game. 

 

The aim of the game is to speak for one minute on a subject.  

You cannot stop, make a mistake or talk about a different subject.  
 

Choose 1 of the topics below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now try and talk about that subject for 1 minute. Set a timer and remember 
the rules. 

Your favourite 
movie 

A place to go Pets Sport 

School Music 
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Rule of 3 
Well done, that’s  

fantastic, brilliant, amazing.  

Repetition I’m lovin’ it, lovin’ it, lovin’ it...lovin’ it like that!   

Rhetorical Question What time do you call this?  

Statistics/facts 

92% of young people who listen to music when revising 
pass their exams.  

 
8/10 cats prefer ‘Whiskas’ 

Inclusive language- use of personal 
pronouns 

‘I’ , ‘you’, ‘we’  

A speech has to be persuasive to make an impact on the audience 
and encourage them to do what you are asking of them.  

Here is a reminder of the persuasive techniques with some examples: 

4 



Activity 1: 

On the following slides there are three extracts 
of persuasive arguments. 

Read each point and identify the persuasive 
technique that it uses, write the answer next to 

the sentence. 

 

This will allow you to see each one in context. 
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Extract 1 
• How many of you, like me, have done your bit for the environment diligently, 

but found yourself in the situation where you are forced to throw recyclable 
products into the non-recyclable bin, because you have simply run out of 
space in your recycling bin? 
 

• More than 77% of consumers questioned this and said that they were irritated 
by the amount of wasteful packaging they had to dispose of, while 52% of 
shoppers try to avoid buying over-packaged goods.  
 

• Why then do supermarkets insist on continuing this pointless practice? 
 
• Since when has an apple pie been such a perishable product that it requires 

four layers of packaging to protect it? Last night, fancying one such sweet pie, I 
made the mistake of popping to the shops and buying a box of pastries by a 
well-known brand. By the time I had helped my poor apple pie from its foil, 
plastic, polythene and card board prison, I had lost all appetite for the thing. 
Furthermore, two of the offending ‘protective’ elements weren’t even 
recyclable. 
 
 1. Repetition                          2. Rule of 3                     3. Statistics/fact   

                 4.  Inclusive language       5.  Rhetorical Questions 
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• Sleep is important. Nobody fully understands why we need it, but scientists 
think that the body uses the time to recover and to repair damage. When we 
fall asleep our heart and breathing rates slow down, muscles relax and our 
senses rest. If this is the case, are you giving your body enough rest?  

 
• Lack of sleep means that the body and brain do not work properly. If you 

don’t go to bed at a reasonable time, you will be sleepy in class and not learn 
so much. 
 

• Tiredness means you may not be able to think clearly, and you may also be a 
danger to other people. Accidents can happen. You will lack energy, and even 
playing becomes too much of an effort. Is staying up late really worth it?  
 

• There is some truth in the old saying. 
 

• “Early to bed and early to rise, makes us healthy, wealthy and wise.” 
 

1. Repetition                          2. Rule of 3                     3. Statistics/fact   
                 4.  Inclusive language       5.  Rhetorical Questions 

Extract 2 
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I cannot believe that Craven Pond is going to be filled in! Don’t people 
realise that hundreds of different kinds of birds, amphibians, insects and fish 
live here? What will happen to them if their habitat is taken away? We all 
know that natural habitats are disappearing at a worrying rate. It is our duty 
to preserve as many of these as we can. 

 

Adults are always telling us that we should use our time productively. My 
friends and I have spent many weekends and summer evenings studying and 
cataloguing the wildlife of this pond. We have found over 30 species. If 
Craven Pond is filled in we will be forced to hang about the streets because 
there will be nothing to occupy our time. Is that what the adults want? 

1. Repetition                          2. Rule of 3                     3. Statistics/fact   
                 4.  Inclusive language       5.  Rhetorical Questions 

Extract 3 

8 



Activity 2- Please watch the video below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=283&v
=IoRSGjUpn_k&feature=emb_title 

 
While you are watching Duncan give his speech, please 

think about: 
• What is making his speech powerful? 

• How does this speech affect your view on Education? 
• What is he asking us to do? 

• What persuasive techniques does he use? Can you find 
examples within his speech? 

 
Write down a summary of your thoughts. 

9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=283&v=IoRSGjUpn_k&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=283&v=IoRSGjUpn_k&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=283&v=IoRSGjUpn_k&feature=emb_title


1 
• Introduce what you are talking about. 

2 
• Say why it is important. 

3 
• State the problem. 

• Statistics / facts / personal example 

4  

• How can we solve the problem? 

• Call for action- what do you want the audience to do to 
help? 

The structure of an effective speech: 
Please make note of this. 
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Lesson 2 

To create argument paragraphs. 

 
Scenario: The council is proposing the closure of the local 

park. 

You are going to write a speech FOR or AGAINST the park 
closing. 

Choose whether to be a local resident wanting to keep the 
park open or a member of the local council wanting to close 

the park. 

 

On the next slide, there are arguments to start your thinking. 
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Activity 1: Sort the arguments into for and against, by 
labelling each argument or drawing arrows to the correct box. 

FOR AGAINST 

Groups of young 
people can cause 
trouble at night. 

Traffic and parking around 
the park is overcrowded. 

It is loud for close 
residents. 

It is often a place 
ruined by litter and 

vandalism. 

Cost for 
repairs.  

Council to upkeep the 
facilities- cutting the grass, 
picking up litter. = cost for 

them. 

Free entertainment- 
no cost for families. 

A place to 
play safely. 

It is fun. 

Provides a day out. 

A place for children, 
parents and young 
adults to socialise. 

Keeps children active. 
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1 
• Introduce what you are talking about. 

2 
• Say why it is important. 

3 

• State the problem. 

• Statistics / facts / personal example 

4  

• How can we solve the problem? 

• Call for action- what do you want the audience to do to 
help? 

Activity 2: Plan your speech using this structure: 
The planning template is available on the next slide. 

Please see the following slide for Miss McMillan’s plan as an example. 
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1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4  
 

Introduce what you are talking about. 

Say why it is important. 

 

State the problem. 
Statistics / facts / personal example 

 

How can we solve the problem? 
Call for action- what do you want the audience to do to help? 

 

Plan 



15 



Activity 3: Using your plan, write your speech, remember to include 
the persuasive techniques.  

 
Here is Miss McMillan’s speech, based on the plan that was modelled in the previous slide. 
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Do you want to deprive the children of days of fun, at the park , with their friends 
and family? No. Then, you need to help us save the park from being closed. Children 
should be entitled to have  a local park to play in. 
 
A park allows children to be active and adventurous. They are 50% more likely to 
be risk-takers in later life if they get to experience this at a young age. The want to 
jump off a moving swing, go down the slide head-first and hanging on the monkey 
bars, can encourage children to take this approach. In addition, it is an inexpensive 
day out for families. You do not need money to enjoy the park in all of its glory. 
 
It has been found that 86% of children, who play in the park, are happier and have 
better social skills than those who do not. A boy called Joe was once a child who sat 
on the side-lines and struggled to make friends, that was until he  ventured down to 
the local park, where he found children from his school playing. Now, he is a more 
confident, brave and adventurous individual.   
 
75% of parks are used and enjoyed by families across the country. We need your 
help to look after the one we are fortunate enough to have here in our town. We 
need to keep it clean, stop vandalism and use it with care, so it will not be closed. 
Do this for the children, do it for the town. 

 

KEY- persuasive 

techniques 

emotive language 

inclusive language 

rhetorical question 

repetition  

rule of three 

alliteration  



Lesson 3 

To plan an persuasive speech. 

 
Today, you will plan a speech, using the structure and 

persuasive techniques to support you. 

 

You will need the information from this and last week’s 
topic learning to support you. 

 

You will need to gather facts and information for why the 
rainforest is important and why we should reduce 

deforestation. 
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1 
• Introduce what you are talking about. 

•Why we should look after the rainforests. 

2 
•Say why it is important. 

•The rainforest provides a habitat, medicine,  survival,  food, climate regulation.  

3 

•State the problem. 

•Statistics / facts / personal example 

•30 million species of plants and animals. 25% of modern medicines originate from 
tropical forest plants.  

4  

•How can we solve the problem? 

•Call for action- what do you want the audience to do to help? 

•Reduce deforestation  

The structure of an effective speech: 
Use this to support your plan. 
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Activity: You are going to plan your argument for why we should look after the 
rainforest and reduce deforestation. Use the next slide to mind map your ideas. 

Use the information below to support your arguments: 
  

Words that are highlighted in yellow are key vocabulary.  

  

 In South America alone there are 15,000 – 20,000 species of plant. 

 It covers 2 million square miles and spans eight countries. 

 The rainforests contain 50 – 80% of the world’s biodiversity. 

 30 million species of plants and animals – more concentrated biodiversity than anywhere else in the world. 

 New plants and animals being discovered all the time. 

 70% of the world’s rainforests have been destroyed in the past 40 years. 

 Deforestation causes soil erosion, which in turn causes floods and landslides as tree roots hold the soil 

together. 

 Carbon Dioxide (CO2) is released into the atmosphere when trees are burned. 

 Trees absorb CO2 and release oxygen (O2)– cleansing our atmosphere . 

 Rainforests store half of the world’s rainwater. 

 Losing the trees could alter the global climate. 

 Changing the global climate threatens mankind’s survival 

 The rainforest is home to indigenous people. 

 Rainforest plants have been used to create life-saving drugs – rosy periwinkle from Madagascar help children 

recover from blood disease: leukaemia. 

 It is estimated that around 50 species a day are going extinct from rainforests around the world.  That is one 

every half an hour! 19 



Why we should 
look after the 

rainforests. 

Mrs Smith’s example is on the next slide. 
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Lesson 4 

To write a persuasive argument. 
 

Use your plan to inform the writing of your speech. 

 

You need to argue why we should look after the rainforests. 

 

 1 
• Introduce what you are talking about. 

2 
• Say why it is important. 

3 

• State the problem. 

• Statistics / facts / personal example 

4  

• How can we solve the problem? 

• Call for action- what do you want the audience to do to help? 

Persuasive techniques: 
• Repetition                           
• Rule of 3               
• Statistics/facts 
• Inclusive language 
• Rhetorical Questions 

22 



Success criteria 

Why we should look after the rainforests. 

 
 Introduce what you are talking about- make it engaging. 

 Talk about the effect of deforestation. 

 Tell the audience why the rainforest is important. 

 Use the persuasive techniques. 

 Needs to be factual and informative. 

 The ending needs to address the audience and summarise 
what you are asking them to do. 
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Mrs Smith’s example 

Have you ever put antiseptic cream on a graze or taken antibiotics for an 

infection? Then it is highly likely that the raw ingredients for both came from 

the rainforests. Diabetes, arthritis and heart disease are just some of the 

conditions that rely on the rainforests to supply lifesaving ingredients. 

Doctors writing in the International Journal of Oncology report that 60% of all 

cancer fighting drugs originate from natural resources, found, amongst other 

places, in the rainforests.  So why, you may ask, are we continuing to destroy 

vast areas of precious, living, breathing rainforest at such an alarming rate?  

Global Forest Watch, who monitor the health of the many rainforests around 

the world, report that we are currently losing rainforest equivalent to the size 

of Bangladesh every year. 

These forests are vital for our survival. Due to their overuse, we are becoming 

more and more immune to antibiotics and need to find alternatives. There are 

new viruses and diseases emerging constantly that also need vaccines and 

treatments. The answers could be waiting to be discovered! 

Thankfully, according to The World Wildlife Fund, a new species of animal or 

plant is discovered in the rainforest every three days. Sadly, some may never 

be discovered!  If we want cures for deadly diseases, then we MUST ACT 

NOW to stop the relentless devastation and destruction before it is too late.  

KEY- persuasive 

techniques 

expert opinion 

emotive language 

inclusive language 

rhetorical question  

rule of three 

alliteration  
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Lesson 5 

To perform your persuasive argument. 

 

Activity 1: Please read your argument aloud 
and perform it. 

If you can, video yourself and send it 
through to the class email, 

antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.  
We look forward to seeing your persuasive 

arguments! 
 

Top tips are on the following slide. 
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Top tips for delivering a speech: 
• Be confident. 

• Make good eye-contact. 

• Don’t rush. 

• Take short pauses to allow the audience to think. E.g. after a 
rhetorical question. 

• Believe in what you are saying. Be passionate. 

• Don’t worry about making mistakes, carry on. 
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Activity 2: Gather feedback on your argument. 

• What made it persuasive? 

• How well did you argue your views? 

• Did you make your audience think and change their opinion 
on the rainforest? 

• What did you do well? 

• How could you improve if you were to do it again?  
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