
 

Year 5 / 6 Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

ENGAGEMENT – RESILIENCE – INTEGRITY 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title: 

Climate change – can what’s 

been done be undone? 

Title:  

Will humans ever populate 

another world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: 

Does being powerful make you right? (History) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: 

Inequality – Is it fair to be rich? 

Title:  

Collapse or desertion?  (Maya ) - 

 
 

 

 

  

 Concepts: 

Climate change, renewable energy, 

greenhouse effect, global warming, 

personal responsibility 

Concepts: 

Exploration, respect, 

responsibility, space travel 

Concepts: 

Prejudice, freedom, human rights, diversity, power, justice, democracy, 

bullying, consequences, legacy 

 

Concepts: 

Homelessness, inequality, rules and 

laws, fairness 

Concepts: 

Preparing for change, preparing for 

the future, transition, RSE, healthy 

choices 

 Experiences: 

Wind farm/solar park/renewable 

energy 

Fundraiser for climate change charity 

to raise awareness. 

Experiences: 

WOW start : 14th Spet 

2020 – ‘Rocket crash 

landing’ in  8A garden – 

linking to a journalistic 

writing to introduce the 

topic – Fake news BBC of 

crash landing 

-When in the garden 

have witnesses who you 

can interview  

Experiences: 

• WW2 Day - WOW end to the topic. 

• (VE day style party, tea dances, War time food, 

fancy dress – learning café and invitation for 

parents/grandparents) 

• Swindon Railway Museum – Air raid experience 

Experiences 

• RESIDENTIAL 

(Portland Outdoor 

Centre) 

Experiences 

• Maya Day 

Significant people: 

• Greta Thunberg 

• Jane Goodall 

Significant people:  

• Dorothy Vaughan  

• Mary Jackson  

• Katherine Johnson  

• Christine Darden  

• Buzz Aldrin 

• Neil Armstrong 

Significant people: 

• Winston Churchill 

• Hitler 

• Anne Frank - 

class read 

• Marie Christine 

Chilver (Agent Fifi) 

• Suffragettes 

Significant people 

• Thomas Eddison 

• Hedy Lamarr 

Significant people: 

• Charles  Darwin 

Significant people: 

• Tatiana Proskouriakoff-  

 



 Science: 

Y6 Living things and their habitats 

Describe how livings things are 

classified into brad groups. 

Similarities and differences including 

micro organisms, plants and animals 

Science: 

Y5 Earth and space 

 Describe the movement 

of the Earth, and  other 

planets, relative to the 

Sun  in  the solar system 

Describe the Sun, Earth 

and  Moon as approx.- 

imately spherical bodies.  

Explain day and night. 

 

Key people 

from history 

linking to the 

space race. 

Discussions 

around aspiration, 

diversity and  gender  

stereotypes within history 

Science: 
Y6 Light and Electricity 
 
Light travels in a straight line – reflect light into the eye. Light travels from 
light sources to eyes/light source subject to eyes.  Shadows have same 
shape as objects that cast them. 
 
Brightness of lamp linked to voltage of cells used. Compare and give 
reasons how components function.  Brightness of bulbs, loudness of 
buzzers, switches.  Use recognizable symbols in a circuit diagram. 

Science: 

Y6 Evolution and Inheritance 

Recognise that living things 

change over time, fossils.  

Offspring, vary and not identical to 

parents. Adaptation to suit 

environment and linked to 

evolution. 

Science: 
Y6 Animals, including Humans  
Circulatory system 
Functions of heart blood vessels and 
blood. 
Diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle. 
Nutrients in water transported into 
animals including humans, 

   History: WW2 

Chronological Knowledge  

• I know about a theme in British history that extends 

beyond 1066 and can explain its significance within 

British history.  

• I know how to place historical events and people from 

past societies and civilisations into a chronological 

framework. 

Conceptual understanding  

• I can provide examples of how Britain has had a major 

influence on the world. 

• I can discuss the various causes of WW2. 

• I know who the allies and axis were. 

•  I know how and why WW2 ended. 

•  I know how WW2 has influenced modern day society. 

Critical understanding 

• I can explain bias in historical sources including 

propaganda.  

• I can question the methods used by both the allies and 

axis during WW2.  

• I can debate key historical questions from both sides of 

the argument as well as fairly critiquing the other side of 

the debate. 

•  I can form my own well-reasoned opinion on a topic 

following consultation with multiple sources while 

questioning their reliability. 

 History: The Maya 

Chronological Knowledge: 

• I can place ancient Mayan 

civilisation on a timeline and 

discuss its location on the timeline 

in relation to other civilisations.  

• I can discuss the achievements of 

Mayan civilisation, specifically 

focusing on their early 

advancement compared to other 

civilisations of the time. 

 

Conceptual knowledge:  

• I can identify and discuss some of 

the products that the Mayans 

made and traded in.  

• I can identify and discuss 

important Mayan artefacts and 

structures.  

• I can explain the ruling system of 

the Mayans.  

• I understand the significance 

religion and superstition played in 

the everyday lives of the Mayans.  

• I know about the importance 

maths had to the Mayans. 

 

Critical Understanding:  

• I can explain the impact that 

location had on the diet and 

culture of Mayan civilisation and 

can use this reasoning to explain 
differences between Mayan 

civilisation and others.  

• I can discuss and critique the 

inequalities found within Ancient 

Mayan life and can compare 



those to the relative inequality or 

equality of other civilisations.  

• I can explain why life within 

Mayan civilisation could be so 

superstitious and violent. 

 

 Geography: Rainforest: 

Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography 

including rainforests. 

Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography 

including trade links and the 

distribution of food. 

 

Geography: Map and field 

skills: 

Geographical Field skills: 

 Use six-figure grid references 

and OS maps to build 

knowledge of the UK and 

wider world. 

 

Geography: Geography: BRAZIL: 

 Identify similarities and 

differences between a region 

in the UK and a region  of  a 

South American country 

(Brazil) 

 

Geography: 

 Design technology: 

 

 

Design and Technology: 

Mechanical systems – 

 

Know  what   a simple pulley 

system  consists of. 

Know that there can  be  

different designs of 

pulley   systems. 

Know how to investigate  

different pulley systems. 

Know how to use these 

investigations to make own 

simple  pulley system. 

Make adjustments to the 

settings of equipment and 

machinery such as sewing  

machines and drilling 

machines. 

Construct and use 

compound gear trains to 

drive mechanical systems   

from  a  high revving 

motor. 

 

Design and Technology: 

Food – celebrating culture and 

seasonality 

 

WW2 recipes and food making 

– looking at diet and how 

rationing affected diet 

(Children to make a war time 

recipe containing meat in 

preparation fo the VE day WOW 

end of topic celebration.) 

 

Know how to create, plan, 

prepare and cook a healthy 

evening meal using a heat 

source. 

 Design and Technology: 

 

Electrical systems: 

Use computer-based systems to 

control an increasing range of 

components 

Apply  computing and use  of 

electronics to embed 

intelligence in products that 

respond to inputs. 

Control outputs such as 

actuators and motors. 

Make use of sensors to 

detect heat, light, sound 

and movement. 

Design Technology: 

 



 Art: 

Artist: Frieda   Kahlo   self   portraits  

DRAWING: 

- Know that holding the pencil 

at varying angles and applying 

pressure  will  create  different 

light and hatching effects and 

experiment with this. 

Art: 

 

Art Art 

Artist: Stanley Spencer 

Sketching Skills: 

Develop sketching skills, 

explore use of colour to depict 

emotions. 

Produce montage of images to 

demonstrate their 

understanding and feelings 

about the war. 

Art Art: 

SCULPTURE - 

Clay Masks of Mayan gods 

Collage 

Artist: The work of Torres Garcia 
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Computing: 

Programming: 

CHOICE Ping my Scratch game 

Multimedia: 

CORE: Presenting my information 

Handling Data: 

CORE: Discovering the solar system 

 

Online Safety: I am kind and responsible 

 

Computing: 

Programming: 

CHOICE: My animated sprites 

TIOL: 

CORE: Using my information 

Handling Data:  

CHOICE:  Changing my materials 

 

Online Safety: I am safe and secure. 

Computing: 

Programming: 

CHOICE:  My Scratch Class Badge 

Multimedia; 

Choice: Making my buildings 

TIOL: 

CHOICE:  My rights on the internet 

 

Online Safety: I am healthy 
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Computing: 

Programming: 

CORE: Test my topic Scratch 

Multimedia: 

CORE: Sell  my school 

TIOL: 

CORE: Move my information 

 

Online Safety: I am kind and responsible 

 

 

Computing: 

Multimedia: 

CHOICE My Minecraft Story 

TIOL: 

CHOICE: My online community 

Handling Data: 

CHOICE: Check out my websites 

 

Online Safety: I am safe and secure 

Computing: 

Programming: 

CHOICE: My Branching Scratch database 

TIOL: 

CHOICE: Sharing my information 

Handling Data: 

CHOICE: Checking  my fitness 

 

Online Safety: I am healthy 

 Music: 

Charanga: Happy 

Music: 

Charanga: Classroom Jazz 

2 

 

Ten Pieces: 

Bernstein: Mambo 

(Contemporay) 

Music: 

Charanga: A New Year 

Carol (Benjamin Britain) 

Music: 

Charanga:  

Ukelele 2 

Music: 

Charanga: 

 

Ten pieces: Bach: 

Toccata  and  Fugue 

in D Minor (Baroque) 

Music: 

Production 



 P.E. 
Fitness 

 
Circuits/Aerobics/Athletics/Cross 
Country 

 

P.E 

Orienteering 

P.E 

Flexibility, Strength, 

Control and Balance 

 

Dance, Gymnastics, Indoor 

Athletics, Fitness 

P.E 

Team Games: Attacking and 

Fielding 

Invasion 

Football/Hockey/Netball/Handball

/Rugby/Dodgeball 

P.E 

Team Games: Attacking and 

Defending 

Football/Hockey/Netball 

P.E 

Team Games: Striking and Fielding 

Rounders/Cricket 

 

 

MFL – French: 

The Planets 

MFL – French: 

Verbs & Grammar 

MFL – French: 

The Weekend 

MFL – French: 

World war 2 

MFL – French: 

Healthy Lifestyles 

MFL – French: 

At School  
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R.E. 

Why do believers often see life as 

a journey and what significant 

experiences mark this? Q11 

 

Special Times 

(Journey of life and death) 

R.E. 

Can religious teachings help us 

decide the best way to live? 

Q12 

 

Being Special 

(Religion and the individual) 

R.E 

How do art, architecture and 

poetry express religious beliefs 

and ideas? Q7 

 

Special Places 

(Symbols and religious expression) 

R.E 

What matters to Christians about 

Easter? Q2 

 

Beliefs and Questions 

R.E 

Keeping the five pillars: What difference does it make to Muslims? 

Q13 

 

Being Special 

(Religion and the individual) 
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R.E. R.E. 

 

R.E R.E R.E R.E 

All religions:  Justice and Poverty: 

Can religions help to build a fairer 

world? Q16 

 

Beliefs in action in the world 

How can we make Wiltshire/my 

town a more respectful place? 

Q11 

 

Being Special 

(Religion, family and community) 

How does a Christian follow Jesus? 

Q14 

 

Special People 

(Inspirational people) 

Why do some people believe in life 

after death and what difference 

does it make? Q10 

 

Special Times 

(Journey of life and death) 

Why is pilgrimage important to 

some religious believers? Q9 

 

Special Times 

(Worship, pilgrimage and special 

places_ 
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RSE/PSHE: 

Being Me 

Planning the forthcoming year 

Being a citizen 

Rights and responsibilities 

Rewards and consequences 

How behaviour affects groups 

Democracy, having a voice, 

participating 

RSE/PSHE: 

Celebrating Differences 

Cultural differences and how they 

can cause conflict 

Racism Rumours and name-

calling 

Types of bullying 

Material wealth and 

happiness 

Enjoying and respecting 

other cultures 

RSE/PSHE: 

Dreams and Goals 

Future dreams 

The importance of money 

Jobs and careers 

Dream job and how to get there 

Goals in different cultures 

Supporting others (charity) 

Motivation 

RSE/PSHE: 

Healthy Me 

Smoking, including vaping 

Alcohol 

Alcohol and anti-social 

behaviour 

Emergency aid 

Body image 

Relationships with food 

Healthy choices 

Motivation and behaviour 

RSE/PSHE: 

Relationships 

Self-recognition and self-worth 

Building self-esteem 

Safer online communities 

Rights and responsibilities online 

Online gaming and gambling 

Reducing screen time 

Dangers of online grooming 

SMARRT internet safety rules 

RSE/PSHE: 

Changing Me 

Self- and body image 

Influence of online and media on 

body image 

Puberty for girls 

Puberty for boys 

Conception (including IVF) 

Growing responsibility 

Coping with change 

Preparing for transition 
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RSE/PSHE: 

Being Me 

Identifying goals for the year 

Global citizenship 

Children’s universal rights 

Feeling welcome and valued 

Choices, consequences and 

rewards 

Group dynamics 

Democracy, having a voice 

Anti-social behaviour 

Role-modelling 

RSE/PSHE: 

Celebrating Differences 

Perceptions of normality 

Understanding disability 

Power struggles 

Understanding bullying 

Inclusion/exclusion 

Differences as conflict, 

difference as celebration 

Empathy 

RSE/PSHE: 

Dreams and Goals 

Personal learning goals, in and 

out of school 

Success criteria 

Emotions in success 

Making a difference in the world 

Motivation 

Recognising achievements 

Compliments 

RSE/PSHE: 

Healthy Me 

Taking personal responsibility 

How substances affect the body 

Exploitation, including ‘county 

lines’ and gang culture 

Emotional and mental health 

Managing stress 

RSE/PSHE: 

Relationships 

Mental health 

Identifying mental health worries 

and sources of support 

Love and loss 

Managing feelings 

Power and control 

Assertiveness 

Technology safety 

Take responsibility with 

technology use 

RSE/PSHE: 

Changing Me 

Self-image 

Body image 

Puberty and feelings 

Conception to birth 

Reflections about change 

Physical attraction 

Respect and consent 

Boyfriends/girlfriends 

Sexting 

Transition 

 


