
Leila and the City of the 
Cat Goddess

This is an extract from the story, ‘Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess’.

The morning sun streaming across the Nile Delta is 
both beautiful and particularly good at waking you up. 
Leila rolled away but could not escape it. With a sigh, 
she heaved off the new flax linen blanket that Father 
had bought her from the marketplace and stretched 
long and loud. 

“Wake up, sleepy head!” 

Leila groaned. Father liked to remind her how lucky she 
was to have both her own room and a window, but she didn’t feel lucky. She 
rolled up the reed cover, which kept out the heat of the day but always seemed 
to let in greedy bugs and endless noise. It especially let in noise – and today, 
the city of Bubastis was alive with it.

Leila had learned to tell the time of day from the noise. She woke to the clattering 
of her neighbours’ doors. Then, she dragged herself out of bed to the chit-chat 
of passers-by on their way to the reservoir. After that, she ate breakfast to the 
banging and crashing of merchants on their way to market. When Nasir from 
next door began to shout at Rudjek to get ready for school, it was time to start 
the day. 

Every morning, she heard that same argument and felt a pang of jealousy. If 
only she were a boy, and if only there weren’t so much to do around the house 
these days, she would love to go to school every day. To learn was an honour; 
to learn well was a tribute to the gods themselves.

“Only one more day to go!” Father said as he burst into her room. His smile 
stretched from ear to ear and his eyes sparkled in their circles of dark kohl. He 
was perfectly made up, presentable for the pharaoh and for his official duties.

Father was the pharaoh’s chief sesh and an important man because of his 
knowledge of hieratic writing and the more complex language of hieroglyphics. 
He was almost as clever as Thoth and used to take Leila to feed flocks of ibis, the 
symbol of the wise god. Father was responsible for documenting the upcoming 
celebration of the cat goddess, Bastet, as well as organising the supplies needed 
for the feast. 
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Questions
1.	 How	is	the	morning	sun	described?	Tick	two.	

			beautiful
			hot
			good	at	waking	you	up
			makes	you	feel	sleepy

2.	 Which	of	these	describes	Leila’s	feelings	or	actions	when	woken	up	by	the	sun?	Tick	one.

			she	felt	lucky
			she	went	to	school
			she	sighed
			she	smiled

3.	 What	did	Leila	have	that	Father	told	her	was	lucky?

	

4.	 What	did	the	reed	cover	keep	out	and	let	in?	Draw	three	lines	and	match	each	item	to	the	

correct	response.

5.	 From	where	had	Father	bought	the	new	blanket?

	

Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

It	kept	out...

It	kept	in

...greedy	bugs.

...endless	noise

...the	heat	of	the	
day
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6.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	happened	in.

   She	heaved	off	the	blanket.
			Leila	was	woken	by	the	morning	sun.
   She	rolled	up	the	reed	cover.
			Father	burst	into	her	room.

7.	 What	noises	was	Leila	used	to	hearing	in	the	morning?
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Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

Answers
1.	 How	is	the	morning	sun	described?	Tick	two.	

   beautiful
			hot
   good at waking you up
			makes	you	feel	sleepy

2.	 Which	of	these	describes	Leila’s	feelings	or	actions	when	woken	up	by	the	sun?	Tick	one.

			she	felt	lucky
			she	went	to	school
   she sighed
			she	smiled

3.	 What	did	Leila	have	that	Father	told	her	was	lucky?

Her own room and a window. 

4.	 What	did	the	reed	cover	keep	out	and	let	in?	Draw	three	lines	and	match	each	item	to	the	

correct	response.

5.	 From	where	had	Father	bought	the	new	blanket?

From the marketplace.
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It	kept	out

It	kept	in

...greedy	bugs

...endless	noise

...the	heat	of	the	
day
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Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 
6.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	happened	in.

2    She	heaved	off	the	blanket.
1 			Leila	was	woken	by	the	morning	sun.
3    She	rolled	up	the	reed	cover.
4 			Father	burst	into	her	room.

7.	 What	noises	was	Leila	used	to	hearing	in	the	morning?

• the clattering of her neighbours’ doors

• the chit-chat of passers-by on their way to the reservoir

• the banging and crashing of merchants on their way to market

• Nasir from next door shouting at Rudjek
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Leila and the City of the 
Cat Goddess

This is an extract from the story, ‘Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess’.

The morning sun streaming across the Nile Delta is 
both beautiful and particularly good at waking you 
up. Leila rolled away but could not escape it. With a 
sigh, she heaved off the new flax linen blanket that 
Father had bought her from the marketplace and 
stretched long and loud. 

“Wake up, sleepy head!” 

Leila groaned. Father liked to remind her how lucky she was to have both her 
own room and a window, but she didn’t feel lucky. She rolled up the reed cover, 
which kept out the heat of the day but always seemed to let in greedy bugs and 
endless noise. It especially let in noise – and today, the city of Bubastis was alive 
with it.

Leila had learned to tell the time of day from the noise. She woke to the clattering 
of her neighbours’ doors. Then, she dragged herself out of bed to the chit-chat 
of passers-by on their way to the reservoir. After that, she ate breakfast to the 
banging and crashing of merchants on their way to market. When Nasir from 
next door began to shout at Rudjek to get ready for school, it was time to start 
the day. 

Every morning, she heard that same argument and felt a pang of jealousy. If only 
she were a boy, and if only there weren’t so much to do around the house these 
days, she would love to go to school every day. To learn was an honour; to learn 

well was a tribute to the gods themselves.

“Only one more day to go!” Father said as he burst 
into her room. His smile stretched from ear to ear 
and his eyes sparkled in their circles of dark kohl. 
He was perfectly made up, presentable for the 
pharaoh and for his official duties.

Father was the pharaoh’s chief sesh and an 
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important man because of his knowledge of 
hieratic writing and the more complex language of 
hieroglyphics. He was almost as clever as Thoth and 
used to take Leila to feed flocks of ibis, the symbol of 
the wise god. Father was responsible for documenting 
the upcoming celebration of the cat goddess, Bastet, 
as well as organising the supplies needed for the feast. 

Recently, Leila had taken on Mother’s responsibilities 
around the house. She thought of her when she 
prepared meals, swept floors and – the worst bit of 
all – washed up. She had hoped that Father might 
have taken on a servant, like many of the priests and 
scribes had – but either he was too busy for this to 
have occurred to him yet, or he wanted Leila to have something to do that wasn't 
daydreaming.
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Questions
1.	 Which	of	these	words	are	used	to	describe	Leila’s	actions	when	waking	up?	Tick	two.	

			streamed
			sighed
			snored
			stretched

2.	 	Find	and	copy	a	word	which	means	constant	or	having	no	end.

	

3.	 Draw	lines	to	show	what	sounds	were	made	by	each	of	the	following:

4.	 Do	you	think	Rudjek	enjoyed	going	to	school?	How	do	you	know?

	

5.	 What	does	Leila	do	instead	of	going	to	school?

	

6.	 What	two	things	did	the	reed	cover	let	in?	Tick	two.

			Leila’s	father
			greedy	bugs
			heat	of	the	day
			endless	noise

Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

neighbours’	doors chit-chat

passers-by

merchants clattering

banging	and	
crashing
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Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

7.	 What	were	two	of	Father’s	responsibilities	ahead	of	the	celebration?

	

	

8.	 Which	of	Leila’s	jobs	did	she	think	was	the	worst?
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Answers
1.	 Which	of	these	words	are	used	to	describe	Leila’s	actions	when	waking	up?	Tick	two.	

			streamed
			sighed
			snored
			stretched

2.	 	Find	and	copy	a	word	which	means	constant	or	having	no	end.

endless 

3.	 Draw	lines	to	show	what	sounds	were	made	by	each	of	the	following:

4.	 Do	you	think	Rudjek	enjoyed	going	to	school?	How	do	you	know?

No because he had to be shouted at to get ready.

5.	 What	does	Leila	do	instead	of	going	to	school?

She has to do jobs around the house.

6.	 What	two	things	did	the	reed	cover	let	in?	Tick	two.

			Leila’s	father
   greedy bugs
			heat	of	the	day
   endless noise
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neighbours’	doors chit-chat

passers-by

merchants clattering

banging	and	
crashing
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Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

7.	 What	were	two	of	Father’s	responsibilities	ahead	of	the	celebration?

• documenting the upcoming celebration 

• organising the supplies needed for the feast

8.	 Which	of	Leila’s	jobs	did	she	think	was	the	worst?

washing up
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Leila and the City of the 
Cat Goddess

This is an extract from the story, ‘Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess’.

The morning sun streaming across the Nile Delta is 
both beautiful and particularly good at waking you 
up. Leila rolled away but could not escape it. With a 
sigh, she heaved off the new flax linen blanket that 
Father had bought her from the marketplace and 
stretched long and loud. 

“Wake up, sleepy head!” 

Leila groaned. Father liked to remind her how lucky 
she was to have both her own room and a window, 
but she didn’t feel lucky. She rolled up the reed cover, which kept out the heat of 
the day but always seemed to let in greedy bugs and endless noise. It especially 

let in noise – and today, the city of Bubastis was 
alive with it.

Leila had learned to tell the time of day from the 
noise. She woke to the clattering of her neighbours’ 
doors. Then, she dragged herself out of bed to the chit-
chat of passers-by on their way to the reservoir. After 
that, she ate breakfast to the banging and crashing 
of merchants on their way to market. When Nasir 

from next door began to shout at Rudjek to get ready for school, it was time to 
start the day. 

Every morning, she heard that same 
argument and felt a pang of jealousy. If 
only she were a boy, and if only there 
weren’t so much to do around the house 
these days, she would love to go to school 
every day. To learn was an honour; to learn 
well was a tribute to the gods themselves.

“Only one more day to go!” Father said 
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Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess

as he burst into her room. His smile stretched from 
ear to ear and his eyes sparkled in their circles of 
dark kohl. He was perfectly made up, presentable for 
the pharaoh and for his official duties.

Father was the pharaoh’s chief sesh and an 
important man because of his knowledge of 
hieratic writing and the more complex language 
of hieroglyphics. He was almost as clever as Thoth 
and used to take Leila to feed flocks of ibis, the 
symbol of the wise god. Father was responsible for 
documenting the upcoming celebration of the cat 
goddess, Bastet, as well as organising the supplies 
needed for the feast. 

Recently, Leila had taken on Mother’s responsibilities around the house. She 
thought of her when she prepared meals, swept floors and – the worst bit of 
all – washed up. She had hoped that Father might have taken on a servant, 
like many of the priests and scribes had – but either he was too busy for this 
to have occurred to him yet, or he wanted Leila to have something to do that 
wasn't daydreaming. 

At night, however, when she struggled to sleep, she allowed herself to dream 
about a life on the water of the Nile, where 
you ate what you caught and never, ever 
washed up.
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Questions
1.	 Why	did	Rudjek	get	to	go	to	school	but	not	Leila?	

	

2.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	would	normally	happen	in	Leila’s	
day.

   She	rolls	up	the	reed	cover.
   She	is	woken	by	the	morning	sun.
   She	hears	the	merchants	on	the	way	to	market.
   She	does	her	jobs	around	the	house.

3.	 Which	of	these	best	describes	Father’s	job?	Tick	one.

			He	was	a	servant.
			He	didn’t	work	very	hard.
			He	was	clever	and	had	an	important	job.
			He	was	a	busy	merchant.

4.	 Find	and	copy	a	word	which	tells	you	Leila	had	only	just	taken	on	Mother’s	responsibilities.

	

5.	 What	is	meant	by	the	phrase	Leila	‘felt	a	pang	of	jealousy’?

	

6.	 How	does	Father’s	expression	suggest	that	he	is	feeling	happy?

	

	

Leila and the City of the Cat Goddess 

Page	1	of	2 visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-twinkl-originals/twinkl-educational-publishing-fiction-stories-english-key-stage-2/leila-and-the-city-of-the-cat-goddess-fiction-ks2-twinkl-originals


7.	 What	are	two	reasons	given	why	Father	might	not	have	taken	on	a	servant?

	

	

	

8.	 What	did	Leila	think	about	when	she	couldn’t	sleep?
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Answers
1.	 Why	did	Rudjek	get	to	go	to	school	but	not	Leila?	

He was a boy / school was only for boys.

2.	 Number	the	events	from	1-4	to	show	the	order	that	they	would	normally	happen	in	Leila’s	
day.

2    She	rolls	up	the	reed	cover.
1    She	is	woken	by	the	morning	sun.
3    She	hears	the	merchants	on	the	way	to	market.
4    She	does	her	jobs	around	the	house.

3.	 Which	of	these	best	describes	Father’s	job?	Tick	one.

			He	was	a	servant.
			He	didn’t	work	very	hard.
   He was clever and had an important job.
			He	was	a	busy	merchant.

4.	 Find	and	copy	a	word	which	tells	you	Leila	had	only	just	taken	on	Mother’s	responsibilities.

recently

5.	 What	is	meant	by	the	phrase	Leila	‘felt	a	pang	of	jealousy’?

She (had a sharp/sudden feeling that she) wished it was her / she was resentful that her 
neighbour (Rudjek) was able to go to school / she was envious of Rudjek / she wished 
she had what he had.

6.	 How	does	Father’s	expression	suggest	that	he	is	feeling	happy?

His smile stretched from ear to ear and his eyes sparkled.
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7.	 What	are	two	reasons	given	why	Father	might	not	have	taken	on	a	servant?

Either he was too busy for this to have occurred to him yet, or he wanted Leila to have 

something to do that wasn't daydreaming.

8.	 What	did	Leila	think	about	when	she	couldn’t	sleep?

A life on the water of the Nile, where you ate what you caught and never, ever washed 

up.
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