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Welcome to Term 2!  

 

We hope you have all had a relaxing Half-Term holiday.  We have an exciting term ahead of us, 
as we ignite imaginations and explore ‘Magical Lands’ of wizards, fairies, castles, knights, 
dragons and unicorns! Our theme for this term is outlined in this curriculum document. 
Learning and teaching in our class will continue to be a mixture of adult-led and child-initiated 
activities. Some learning will be whole class, some will be in small groups and some will be 
1:1.  As always, it is of the utmost importance to us that your child feels happy at our school, 
so please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.  Mrs Rich is also 
always available for longer/more private conversations after school, either in person in our 
Zebra garden, appropriately distanced, or by phone, by appointment.  You can also write 
messages to us in the yellow contact book in your child’s bookbag, which we check daily. 
 

Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley (Zebra Class Team) 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

The children will continue to be supported to develop and expand their relationships with children and adults within our class bubble, 
as well as the adults who look after them at lunchtime.  Within planned discussions, and as situations arise during play, we will talk 
about feelings, fairness, being kind and how to resolve disagreements calmly, setting out our behavioural expectations and the reasons 
for these.  In Term 1 we introduced our whole school merit system to the class, where children are awarded merits for learning 
achievements across the curriculum, as well as excellent learning attitudes (linked to resilience, resourcefulness, reflectiveness, 
reciprocity and engagement).  This term, the children will reach the first certificate point of 10 merits.  Under normal circumstances, 
this would be celebrated in an Achievement Assembly, but as these are not possible at the moment, certificates will be presented 
within our class bubble, by Mr Bolton.  Your child will still be provided with the opportunity to share, with our support, what he or she 
has done well and is proud of achieving, as well as what he or she would like to achieve merits for next time, and how to do this. 
 
 



Writing 
 

The children will be inspired to write by listening to 
and discussing high quality texts linked to our ‘Magical 
Lands’ theme, which incorporates witches/wizards, 
castles, knights, dragons, princesses, fairies and 
unicorns.  This includes ‘Room on the Broom’ and 
‘Meg and Mog’ (writing potions), 'Cinderella’ 
(invitations, missing shoe designs, castle designs and 
story recount), ‘Zog’ (dragon character descriptions) 
and ‘The Snowman’ (story setting descriptions).   
 
The children will continue to take part in the ‘Big 
Write’ in weeks 2, 4 and 6.  This is our whole school 
initiative to develop a love of independent, extended 
writing, applying key skills learnt from that week.  This 
will take place on alternate Fridays, with a short Talk 
Homework sent home the day before.  
 

 



Phase 3 Phonics 
In Phonics, we will be revising Phase 2 and starting sounds and words from  Phase 
3.  As with Phase 2, we teach the correct pure sound phonetic pronunciation of 
these sounds individually, as well as the skills of blending sounds to read and 
segmenting them to spell.  Sight recognition of tricky words are incorporated into 
our work on simple sentences. Please go through the existing Phase 2 sounds and 
words in your child’s phonics folder and the new Phase 3 sheets each time your 
child reads at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Reading  
Your child will continue to bring home one scheme reading 
book each week, changed every Friday and carefully 
differentiated to his or her ability level.  We would, ideally, 
like the children to read to an adult at home at least five 
times a week. Please record this in his or her Reading 
Record.  Your child will also  read or play phonics games with 
a member of the Zebra Team each week, with a focus on not 
only applying phonics skills, but also analysing and discussing 
what they read.  Guided Reading sessions will develop 
comprehension skills further.  This term we will be focusing 
on using illustrations to talk about what is happening and to 
predict what might happen next, as well as recognising 
language patterns in stories, poems and other texts, e.g. 
repeated phrases, rhyme and alliteration.  It would be greatly 
appreciated if you could continue to have similar discussions 
at home, particularly when reading books to your child that 
are at a reading level beyond your child’s current reading 
ability, therefore allowing your child to take part in 
comprehension discussions about more complex stories. 

 
Useful websites to support reading and letter 

formation at home 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.letterjoin.co.uk 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


How to access Letterjoin at home to develop cursive letter formation 



 
 

You can use the WOW FUN Magic Words option in www.letterjoin.co.uk to practise 
handwriting.  Type in the word or sound for your child and ask them to pick a background.  
For example: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Click here 

Type the word or sound  
for your child here 

http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


Mathematics 
 
This term the children will develop the following skills through engaging activities, 
games, stories, songs and role play: 

 
Week 1:   Exploring repetitive patterns 
Week 2:   Counting in 2s; odds and evens 
Week 3:   Introduction to time 
Week 4:   Exploring symmetry 
Week 5:   Exploring 2D shapes 
Week 6:   Maths observations 1:1, to inform Term 2 planning 
Week 7:   Counting and estimating 
 
We will also continue to develop skills from last term, such as effective counting 
strategies, number recognition, number formation and addition of single digits, 
using objects. 
 

Useful websites to support maths at home 
Number formation song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI 

 
Pattern rap https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ9q4U2P3ig  

 
What’s the time Mr Wolf  story by Debi Gliori 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs  
 

Shape song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ9q4U2P3ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfRuLS-Vnjs


Understanding the World 
 
This term, the children will learn about traditions associated 
with Diwali, Hanukkah and Christmas.  They will also learn 
simple explanations of the meaning of Remembrance Day.  
 
They will explore changes to daylight, nature, weather and 
hibernation, as we head into winter.  We will explore real 
and magical snowy habitats and the appearance of animals 
in these places. We will introduce the children to simple 
scientific vocabulary through experiments linked to our 
topic, with a focus on making observations of change.  This 
will include creating different potion colours with acidic and 
alkaline ingredients and melting experiments linked to ‘The 
Snowman’, ‘Frozen’, and the ice palace in the ‘Brambly 
Hedge Winter Story’.  
 
The children will continue to use the class computers and 
laptops for games, art and activities linked to our topic, 
phonics and maths skills for that week. 

 
 

 



Communication  

and Language 

 
The children will experience frequent reading 
of high quality fiction and non-fiction texts 
linked to our topic, to develop listening skills 
and expand their vocabulary for speaking and 
writing. A wide range of role-play and small 
world resources will be provided to support this 
and to encourage the children to develop their 
use of storylines in their play.  This will include: 
an enchanted forest for fairies, elves and 
unicorns; a castle with knights and dragons and 
Cinderella’s house.  The children will continue 
to develop simple spoken French skills on 
Wednesdays with our French teacher. 



Physical Development 
We will explore a wide range of indoor and outdoor 
construction equipment and mark-making tools, linked to 
our topic, such as small and large scale castle building, as 
well as constructions inspired by their own current 
fascinations.  They will learn to use cooking equipment in 
our mud kitchen and potion shop. We will develop letter 
and number formation skills in short daily handwriting 
sessions. The children will strengthen their finger and wrist 
muscles with our Finger Gym challenges.  P.E. skills will be 
taught by our sports coach on Wednesdays and by the 
Zebra Team on Tuesdays, where the children will develop 
their control and co-ordination in large and small 
movements, through activities linked to traditional tales 
and dances linked to our topic and Diwali.  
 
Please ensure that your child has a complete, fully named 
P.E. kit in school every day, including jogging bottoms, a 
tracksuit top and a change of socks. 

 
 



Expressive Arts and Design 
 
The children will continue to explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, as well 
as experimenting with colour, design and texture to create art of their own choice in our 
‘Creation Station’ area and easel. Our key focus for this term will be shape and pattern, 
with a particular focus on collage.  We will explore pattern and shape in pieces by Klee, 
Mondrian, Kandinsky and Goldsworthy.  Adult directed activities this term will include: 
Kandinsky style circle art, Mondrian style squares and rectangles art, missing 
princess/prince shoe designs, dragon paintings, shape pictures linked to ‘The Snowman’ 
and their own Christmas tree decoration to add to our whole school tree.  Role play 
areas will include: a potion shop and an elf workshop. The children will learn action 
songs, use instruments and create movements relating to our topic stories, maths and 
phonics.  
 



Water bottles and 
 packed lunch boxes  

Please can drink bottles and packed lunch 
bags/boxes be clearly labelled on the side or 
top with your child’s first name and 
surname, to ensure that the children only 
touch their own things and to allow staff to 
identify the owner without touching these 
unnecessarily, particularly as we have 
several children with identical items.  
Children need a water bottle in school every 
day and they must contain only water and 
have a sports style lid. 

 

 

 Clothing 
Please label all clothing with your child’s first 
name and surname (no initials please).  Please 
ensure your child has waterproof trousers/a 
puddlesuit and wellies in school, as we use the 
Reception garden and Forest School woodland 
area in all weathers. As the weather cools, 
please also provide your child with a warm, 
waterproof coat, hat and gloves.  
 
We would be very grateful if you could support 
your child to learn to sort sleeves that are 
inside out, put on his or her coat and gloves 
and use zips and buttons independently, if he 
or she is struggling with this, to maximise time 
available for outdoor learning and play.   

  
 

Home contact books 
Please continue to use the small yellow 
book in your child’s bookbag to pass on 
any messages to us. We check these 
daily, and will respond the same day.  
Please also check these for any messages 
from us.  You can also phone the school 
office. Please contact the school office 
for any questions relating to lunch 
orders or wrap around care bookings. 

Finally… 
Thank you in advance for 

your support this term.  We 
are really looking forward to 
a magical term of learning!  

 
Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley 


