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Welcome to Term 4 
 

Welcome back to Zebra Class; we hope that you are all well and that the children are ready to become 
palaeontologists to explore our much anticipated new topic, ‘Dinosaurs’.  Whether your child is learning 
at school, or at home, he or she will continue to be very much part of Zebra Class. All children will be 
following the same teaching and learning, with children at home continuing to access this through ‘live’ 
lessons, videos and additional activities outlined in the documents that we will put on the school website 
throughout the remainder of the school closure period. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you 
have any questions or concerns at any point in the term.  For families of children in school, Mrs Rich is 
available for longer, socially - distanced conversations outside after school, or by phone, by prior 
appointment.  Please write a message in your child’s yellow home contact book to arrange this.  Parents 
and carers at home can contact us to arrange a phonecall or Teams online meeting by emailing 
zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk. We will be welcoming Mrs Mo Brown to the Zebra Team this term, who will 
be our Teaching Assistant in the afternoon, with Mrs Midgley continuing to support the class every 
morning, and on Thursday afternoons for Forest School. 
 
Mrs Abi Rich, Mrs Sam Midgley and Mrs Mo Brown (Zebra Class Team) 
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Writing 
 

As the children continue to develop their phonics and writing skills, there 
will be an increasing focus on providing opportunities to write.  The 
children will be inspired by high quality dinosaur themed literature.  The 
children in school will also explore a dinosaur small world scene, to 
promote the use of story-telling and high level vocabulary. The children will 
expand their vocabulary by learning about adjectives and use this 
knowledge to write dinosaur descriptions.  They will also learn about verbs 
and apply this knowledge to write sentences to describe dinosaur actions 
and movement. Our exciting topic will include the discovery of a collection 
of dinosaur eggs.  The children will build nests and write signs to keep their 
eggs protected. They will keep a dinosaur egg diary, observing changes to 
the eggs as they begin to hatch!  They will then work together to solve the 
mystery of where the baby dinosaurs have escaped to, creating posters to 
find them.  They will plan how to trap the escaped dinosaurs, before 
building their traps and awaiting the results! The children will write their 
own exciting dinosaur adventure, using the structure of ‘Katie and the 
Dinosaurs’, a story about a child going back in time to meet real dinosaurs, 
after venturing through a magic door at the museum.  The children will also 
pretend to be dinosaurs and write letters to Max, a character in ‘Dear 
Dinosaur’.  We will also be writing about signs of spring in the school 
grounds and learning about baby animals on farms.   



Phase 4 Tricky Words Phase 3 Sounds 

This term we will be continuing to learn to read and write Phase 3 sounds and progress 
to Phase 4 tricky words.  For children in school, these have been added to your child’s 
Phonics Folder, for you to go over each time you hear your child read, along with words 
from Phase 2 and 3. We would, ideally, like the children to continue to read to an adult 5 
times a week.   

This term our Guided Reading discussions will focus on:  
 

• Making predictions about the text before we read it 
• Talking about what we like and dislike about a text 
• Describing story settings, events and characters  
• Re-telling stories in order 

 
It would be greatly appreciated if you could also talk about these 
things when reading with your child at home.    

 
Useful websites to support reading and letter formation at home 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 
www.letterjoin.co.uk 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


 

Maths  
 

The children will develop the following skills through 
engaging activities, games, stories, songs and role play: 

 

Week 1: Doubling and Halving 
Week 2: Fractions 
Week 3: Exploring numbers to 100 
Week 4: Addition 
Week 5: Subtraction 
Week 6: 2D and 3D Shapes 

 

Useful websites to support maths at home 
Number formation song  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI&t=6s 
 

Counting backwards monkey floss song 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hD26XpuUCc 

 

Shape and pattern games 
www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns 

www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI&t=6s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hD26XpuUCc
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/shape-patterns
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/early-years/shape-monsters


Understanding the World 
 
This term the children will explore the awe and wonder of 
dinosaurs!  They will learn about the role of a palaeontologist, as 
well as exploring fossils, skeletons and dinosaur diets. The 
children will make observations of changes to the environment as 
we enter spring, which will be further explored in Forest School 
on Thursdays throughout the term.  They will explore egg laying 
creatures and the life cycle of chickens and frogs.  They will learn 
about the celebration of Easter in different countries and the 
associated symbolism of eggs. The children will develop their use 
of digital photography, as a way of recording their ideas and 
experiences.  They will use touch screen technology to take 
photos of scenes that they have created and signs of spring.  The 
children will also continue to develop their use of laptops and 
classroom computers in school, by using Microsoft Word and by 
playing phonics and maths games. 
 

Useful websites to support learning at home 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/andys-dinosaur-

adventures 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/down-on-the-farm-spring 
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Communication 
and Language 

 
Our dinosaurs theme is rich with 
opportunities for the children to 
learn new words.  They will 
experience frequent reading of 
high quality fiction and non-
fiction texts with dinosaur and 
spring  themes, to continue to 
develop their listening skills and 
expand their vocabulary for 
speaking and writing. Engaging 
speaking and listening focus 
group activities and dinosaur 
small world resources will be 
provided to support this in school. 

 



Expressive Arts and Design 
 

The children will learn about the work of photographers and how to 
take their own photos.  They will create dinosaur pictures and spring 
flower themed pieces. The children will also make Easter egg prints. In 
school, during ‘Explore and Learn Time’, the children will continue to 
explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, as well as 
experimenting with colour, design and texture, to create art of their 
own choice at our ‘Creation Station’ and easel.  
 
As mentioned previously, the children in school will develop their 
imaginative play through dinosaur themed small world scenes.  
 
All children will also learn songs and action dances relating to 
dinosaurs, spring, maths and phonics and discuss spring themed ballet 
and classical music.  We will also be exploring our new online music 
app, called Charanga, with our first unit, called ‘Me’.   



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 
The children will continue to be supported to develop, expand and 
consolidate their relationships with children and adults within the 
class, which will be a particular focus when the children at home 
return to school.  Within class assemblies, and as situations arise 
during play, we will talk about feelings, fairness and being kind, 
reinforcing our behavioural expectations and the reasons for these. 
We will continue to nurture a ‘Growth Mindset’ within our children, 
to prepare them for effective and enjoyable lifelong learning and to 
protect their emotional well-being by becoming more resilient 
when faced with problems and change.  We will support your child 
to actively seek a challenge, persevere when things are tricky, 
reflect on and learn from mistakes, rather than fearing failure, and 
value feedback from others. We will be further developing their 
understanding of the whole school vocabulary of resilience, 
reciprocity, resourcefulness and reflectiveness, as well as strategies 
to use when faced with a challenge.  We will also continue to 
develop an understanding of the whole school themes of integrity 
and engagement, through stories.   

 

Physical Development 
 

Our focus in our class P.E., and in the links sent home in our 
home learning guides, will be improving gross motor skills 
and stamina, through circuit training, workouts, dance 
routines and yoga, which will often have a dinosaur or 
spring theme.  We will also provide links to Joe Wicks P.E.  
Class P.E. in school is on Tuesdays with Mrs Rich.  The 
children in school will also develop netball skills on 
Wednesdays with our Sports Coach, Miss Wozniak.  Please 
ensure that your child has a complete, named P.E. kit in 
school every day, including a change of socks, jogging 
bottoms and a tracksuit top.  In school, throughout group 
activities and ‘Explore and Learn Time’, the children will 
explore a wide range of indoor and outdoor construction 
equipment and mark-making tools, linked to our dinosaurs 
topic, undertaking activities such as: building nests, traps, 
caves, museums and time machines, as well as constructions 
inspired by their own current fascinations. We will continue 
to develop letter and number formation skills in daily 
handwriting activities and strengthen finger and wrist 
muscles with Finger Gym challenges.   

 



 

  Outdoor Clothing 
 

Please ensure that your child has a fully named coat in school every 
day, as well as waterproofs and wellies for Forest School. 



Finally… 
 

We are really looking forward to an 
exciting term of learning ahead. Thank 

you in advance for your continued 
support.  We wish you the very best of 
health and look forward to us all being 

back together very soon. 
 

Mrs Abi Rich, Mrs Sam Midgley            
and Mrs Mo Brown 


