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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
Headteacher: Mr. Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! We hope you had a lovely Easter! 

This term our topic will be “Growing, Growing, GROWING!”. We will be exploring how plants grow 
through the story of Jack and the beanstalk. Zebra class will plant bean seeds and keep a diary to show 
how they grow. We will also learn about the parts of a plant and their lifecycle. Towards the end of the 
term, we will be focusing on mini-beasts. The children will learn about the metamorphosis of butterflies; 
take part in a mini beast hunt and find out about how to care for mini-beasts in the environment by 
building a bug hotel in the forest area. 

Alongside our topic work the children will continue to participate in Phonics, Literacy and Mathematics 
lessons. Phonics sessions will continue to be based upon the Letters and Sounds teaching programme, 
as discussed at our parent meeting in Term 1. The class will be moving onto Phase 4 this term. In Phase 
4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to consolidate the children's 
knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell words which have adjacent consonants, such as 
trap, string and milk. Please remember to look at the list of the sounds and high frequency words 
covered so far, found in your child’s red folder, as well as in their homework book, and continue to 
practise these in order to support their learning in class. We will also continue to write the specific letter 
sounds and tricky words your child needs to practise in their reading record.  

The focus for Literacy this term is on Traditional Tales. We are looking for children to independently 
apply their knowledge of phonemes and digraphs when reading and writing.  In guided reading sessions 
the children will continue to develop their understanding of what they are reading by focusing on 
discussions about characters and settings. In Big Write sessions this term the class will be focusing on 
story writing and will be taking ideas from traditional tales, then adapting them. 

In Mathematics we will be focusing on using practical resources to apply their knowledge of addition, 
subtraction, doubling and sharing in word problems. We will also explore, through a range of practical 
investigations, size, money, time and fractions of shapes.  

As discussed previously, an extremely important part of education in the Early Years Foundation Stage is 
learning through play and, as such, every day the children will be given time to choose their own 
learning. This is a wonderful opportunity for the teachers to observe and support children in their 
development of crucial skills across the foundation stage curriculum. Every week the children will also 
have the opportunity to explore our ‘forest school’ area. This area is a brilliant place to engage in 
activities such as: den building, collecting objects around us and drawing from their environment. This 
term we will also be creating a bug ‘hotel’ and encouraging children to tell stories in our new seating 
‘campfire’ area. 
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On Thursdays the children will continue to have lessons with two additional teachers. They will have 
small group mental Maths or guided reading sessions with Mrs Sealy and French with Mrs Smith. These 
sessions were very much enjoyed last term and I am sure will continue to be just as popular with the 
class. 

The children will continue to be taught PE every Wednesday by Miss Wozniak and I will be team 
teaching alongside her. This term will focus upon cricket skills. On a Thursday, in class PE lessons, the 
children will develop their movement skills with a particular focus on team games, such as relay races. 
We will also be creating dance sequences to explore the lifecycles of plants and butterflies.  

Over the term the children will receive home learning. This will be sent out on a Thursday afternoon and 
collected back in on a Monday. In addition to this, a short Big Write talk homework will be given out 
every other Thursday and be due in on the Friday (the day after). Home learning may include an activity 
such as a Maths puzzle, phonics game or language work. Home learning will focus on consolidating the 
skills that are taught at school, providing the children with another opportunity to practice and discuss 
these. It also provides another assessment opportunity for us, as we are able to see how embedded 
their skills are when used in a different context. Each task will be clearly explained to the children in 
class, as well as there being instructions given on the sheet itself. We are keen to emphasise that these 
tasks should be short, focused, shared learning and envisage them taking no longer than 10-15 minutes. 

Reading should be seen as separate to homework. We aim to foster a love of reading with all of the 
children and encourage them to read regularly, not just because they have been told to! Children will be 
sent home with a book pitched at their level, as well as one chosen from the school Library aimed at 
extending and challenging them. Please read this Library book to and with your child, as reading a range 
of genres and higher level books positively impacts the way in which children view reading. The reading 
records sent home are an opportunity for you to record the books the children have read, as well as 
being a place to write any comments about your child’s reading skills. These comments support us in our 
assessment of the children and aid us in selecting new and exciting books for them. Please work with 
your child to fill in a section of this record at least five times per week, discussing their reading 
progress and understanding with them.  

As a school we continue to develop a ‘Growth Mindset’ within all our children at Bratton Primary. We 
want them to love challenges, learning from their mistakes rather than fearing failure, putting lots of 
effort into everything they do and valuing feedback from adults and friends. As such, Zebra class will 
continue to develop our Characteristics of Effective learning, exploring all of the animals in ‘Lenny the 
Lions Learning Zoo’. More details about this can also be found on the attached weekly overview sheet. 

We are looking forward to another exciting term and to supporting the children with their learning, as 
well as continuing to work closely with yourselves. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Sarah Janman, Mrs Whitefield and Mrs Wild 

Reception Class Team 
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