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Welcome to Term 3!  

Welcome back to Zebra Class! We hope that you have had a relaxing Christmas and that the children are ready for ‘lift-off’ as they become 
‘Space Explorers’ this term! We hope that you are all well and managing to adjust to the changes and challenges that this week may have 
brought for your family. Whether your child is learning at school, or at home, he or she will continue to be very much part of Zebra Class. 
All children will be following the same teaching and learning, with children at home accessing this through ‘live’ lessons, videos and 
additional activities outlined in the documents that we will put on the school website throughout the school closure period. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or concerns at any point in the term.  For families of children in school, Mrs Rich is 
available for longer socially - distanced conversations outside after school, or by phone, by appointment.  Please write a message in your 
child’s yellow home contact book to arrange this.  Parents and carers at home can contact us to arrange a phonecall or Teams online 
meeting by emailing zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.       Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley (Zebra Class Team) 
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As stressed in our previous curriculum documents, it is 
really important to us that your child feels happy, 
confident and safe in our school.  The children will 
continue to be supported to develop and expand their 
relationships with children and adults within the class, 
whether this is in person, via the class email, or through 
our ‘live’ class work. In school, through small group adult 
initiated activities, the children will have opportunities to 
get to know everyone in the group, not just their special 
friends.  Explore and Learn Time and daily routines will 
provide opportunities for turn-taking and sharing in small 
groups. Through stories, and as situations arise during 
play, we will talk about feelings, fairness and being kind, 
reinforcing our behavioural expectations and the reasons 

for these.  

Personal, Social and  

Emotional Development 



Writing 
 

 
 

The children will be inspired to write by listening to and discussing 
high quality fiction and non-fiction texts linked to our ‘Space 
Explorers’ theme and Chinese New Year.  This will include: Whatever 
Next! (Jill Murphy), Zoom, Rocket, Zoom (Margaret Mayo), Man on 
the Moon (Simon Bartram), Aliens Love Underpants (Claire Freedman 
and Ben Cort), Here Come the Aliens (Colin McNaughton) and 
Chinese New Year’s Dragon (Rachel Sing).  Writing will include: 
captions for space shuttle launch images and scenes from space; a 
postcard from the moon; character descriptions of aliens in stories; 
descriptions of astronauts at work in the International Space Station 
and a new planet space poem. They will also write about about 
traditions associated with Chinese New Year.  We will continue to 
take part in the ‘Big Write’, our whole school initiative to develop a 
love of independent, extended writing, applying key skills from that 
week.  This will take place on Fridays in weeks 2, 4 and 6, with a short 
Talk Homework sent home on the Thursday of these weeks.  Children 
learning at home will also be supported to complete this enriched 
writing opportunity. 



Phase 3 Phonics 
In Phonics, we will be continuing to learn to read and write with the sounds and 
words in Phase 3.  As with Phase 2, we teach the correct pure sound phonetic 
pronunciation of these sounds individually, as well as the skills of blending sounds 
to read and segmenting them to spell.  Sight recognition of tricky words are 
incorporated into our work on simple sentences.  Please go through the Phase 2 
and 3 sounds and words in your child’s phonics folder each time your child reads 
at home.  We will also support phonics teaching via home learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Reading  
Children in school will continue to have a new reading book 
every Friday.  Children at home will be provided with a link to 
an online book each week. We would, ideally, like the 
children to read to an adult at home at least five times a 
week. Please record this in his or her Reading Record.  
Talking about books will continue to be a very important part 
of our learning.  This term we will be focusing on describing 
where stories are set and summarising the main points in 
non-fiction texts.  It would be greatly appreciated if you 
could continue to have similar discussions at home, 
particularly when reading books to your child that are at a 
reading level beyond your child’s current reading ability, 
therefore allowing your child to take part in comprehension 
discussions about more complex stories and non-fiction 
books. 

 
Useful websites to support reading                

and letter formation at home 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.letterjoin.co.uk 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
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Mathematics 
 

This term the children will develop the following skills through 
engaging activities, games, stories and songs: 

 
Week 1:  Ordering and comparing numbers to 20 
Week 2:  Partitioning to create number bonds to 10 
Week 3:  One more / one less than numbers to 20 
Week 4:  Addition using objects 
Week 5:  Subtraction using objects 
Week 6:  Weight 
 
We will also continue to develop skills from last term, such as 
effective counting strategies, number recognition and number 
formation.   
 

Useful websites to support maths at home 
Number formation song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI 

 
Ordering Numbers to 20 Caterpillars 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering 
Count on and back rockets 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/blast-off 
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Understanding the World 
Understanding The World 

 
For the ‘People and Communities’ aspect of this area of the 
curriculum, the children will learn about traditions associated 
with the celebration of Chinese New Year.   
 
In ‘The World’, the children will be introduced to the concept 
of Space, exploring the life of an astronaut, space exploration 
technology and the solar system. They will develop scientific 
enquiry skills, focusing on how to record and discuss results, 
through investigations linked to space.   We will also explore 
seasonal changes, native trees and birds, linked to our Forest 
School learning. 
 
In ‘Technology’, the children in school will be learning to use a 
keyboard to enter text, such as writing their name and simple 
space and Chinese New Year themed captions.  They will also 
use technology in their space shuttle and Chinese Restaurant 
role-play.   
 
We will once again support and facilitate this learning for our 
children at home. 



 
 
 
 
The children will experience frequent 
reading of high quality fiction and non-
fiction texts with space themes, to 
develop listening skills and expand their 
vocabulary for speaking and writing. We 
will provide speaking and listening focus 
group activities as part of our ‘live’ 
teaching.  In school, role-play and small 
world resources will be provided to 
support this.  This will include a space 
shuttle control deck and an international 
space centre small world scene for our 
space theme and a Chinese restaurant, 
linked to Chinese New Year.  We will also 
be building vocabulary and confidence 
by learning to perform space themed 
poetry. 

Communication  

and Language 



Physical Development 

 
In Physical Development, the children will learn to show control and co-ordination in 
gross and fine motor skills.  Children at home will be provided with links to Cosmic Kids 
Yoga stories and P.E. sessions with Joe Wicks online.  In school on Tuesdays, we will 
create ‘Space Adventure’ movement sequences to space themed music.  Movements 
will tell the story of preparing for lift-off, floating in space and discovering a new planet.  
The children will also become NASA astronauts in training, taking part in a variety of 
exercise circuits.  P.E. will continue to be taught by our Sports Coach in school on 
Wednesdays. Please ensure that your child has a complete, fully named P.E. kit in 
school every day, including jogging bottoms, tracksuit top and a separate pair of 
socks.  
 
Throughout focused group activities and ‘Explore and Learn Time’ in school, the 
children will explore a wide range of indoor and outdoor construction equipment and 
mark-making tools, linking to our space topic, such as small and large scale space 
shuttles and moon buggy building, as well as constructions inspired by their own 
current fascinations. We will continue to develop letter and number formation skills and 
strengthen finger and wrist muscles with our finger gym challenges.   
 
Self-care is also an important part of the Early Years Physical Development curriculum. 
Please continue to encourage your child to do zips, buttons and gloves independently at 
home.   

 
 



Expressive Arts and Design 
 
 

We will be providing a range of opportunities for children both at home and in school 
to develop their skills in this area.   The children at school will continue to explore a 
variety of materials, tools and techniques, as well as experimenting with colour, design 
and texture to create art of their own choice at our ‘Creation Station’ and easel.  Adult-
directed activities this term will include: galaxy pastel pictures with marbled planets; 
alien collages; painting with chopsticks and making lanterns for Chinese New Year.  As 
mentioned previously, role-play areas in school will include a space shuttle control 
deck and a Chinese Restaurant. The children will learn action songs, use instruments 
and create movements relating to space exploration, Chinese New Year, maths and 
phonics.  Children at home will be provided with links to songs to learn at home, as 
well as video links and ideas for art that can be produced with easily available 
resources. 



 

  

Outdoor Clothing 
 

If your child is in school, please ensure that he or she has fully 
named waterproof trousers, or a puddlesuit, wellies, a hat and 
gloves, as we continue to use our outdoor areas in all weathers.  



Finally… 
 

We are really looking forward to an exciting term of 
learning ahead. Thank you in advance for your 

support in these challenging times.  We wish you the 
very best of health and look forward to us all being 

back together soon. 
 

Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley 


