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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
Headteacher: Mr. Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to Zebra class! The children have made a successful start to their time in Reception Class 
and we are looking forward to building upon their learning during Term 2. Our focus this term will be on 
Celebrations. We will be exploring celebrations from a range of cultures in more depth, as well as 
looking closely at what and how the children celebrate at home. 

As such our topic theme will be “Let’s Celebrate!” The children will participate in a range of activities 
based upon; Bonfire night, exploring the seasons and how this affects the natural world, thanksgiving 
celebrations, advent traditions and Christmas. Please find attached a more detailed table showing what 
we will be covering each week.  

Alongside our topic work the children will continue to participate in Phonics, Literacy and Mathematics 
lessons. Phonics sessions will be based upon the Letters and Sounds teaching programme as discussed 
at our parent meeting. Please remember to look in your child’s reading record for the letter sounds and 
tricky words they need to practise. We will also be sending home a list of the sounds covered so far in 
Phonics and would ask that you practise these with your child in order to consolidate their learning in 
class. 

The reading focus for Literacy this term is for children to engage with and explore a range of familiar and 
some unfamiliar stories with rhyming patterns and repetitive language. The children will be participating 
in guided reading lessons weekly and this focused reading session will ensure they can ask and answer 
questions about a text in small groups. In writing we will be developing the way we use the sounds 
learnt in phonics to help us write words. We will be learning to leave ‘finger spaces’ between words and 
a full stop at the end of sentences. 

In Mathematics we will practise and consolidate the children’s understanding of numbers to 20. We will 
be counting objects and finding out what one more or one less than the number counted is. We will 
introduce the idea of symbols to show that we are adding and subtracting. This will allow us to write out 
simple number sentences, such as, 5 + 2 = 7. 

An extremely important part of education in the Early Years Foundation Stage is learning through play 
and, as such, every day the children will be given time to choose their own learning. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the teachers to observe and support children in the development of crucial skills across 
the foundation stage curriculum. Every week the children will also have the opportunity to explore our 
‘forest school’ area. This area is a brilliant place to engage in activities such as den building, collecting 
objects around us and drawing from their environment. As the weather is now turning it is particularly 
important that children have their wet weather gear in school at all times, including wellies and a 
change of trousers. We will be aiming to go to our forest area whatever the weather! 
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On Thursdays the children will continue to have lessons with two additional teachers. They will have 
reading and comprehension sessions with Mrs Sealy and French with Mrs Smith. These sessions were 
very much enjoyed last term and I am sure will continue to be just as popular with the class. 

The children will continue to be taught PE every Wednesday by Miss Wozniak and I will be team 
teaching alongside her. This term will focus upon team building games. On a Thursday, in class PE 
lessons, the children will develop their individual and group work skills, including running whilst being 
aware of others, controlling a ball with their feet by kicking and moving their bodies in different ways 
whilst dancing. 

Over the term the children will receive home learning. This will be sent out on a Thursday afternoon and 
collected back on a Monday. In addition to this Big Write talk homework which will be given out every 
other Thursday and be due in on the Friday (the day after). Home learning may include an activity such 
as a Maths puzzle, phonics game or language work. Home learning will focus on consolidating the skills 
that are taught at school, providing the children with another opportunity to practice and discuss these. 
It also provides another assessment opportunity for us, as we are able to see how embedded their skills 
are when used in a different context. Each task will be clearly explained to the children in class, as well 
as instructions given on the sheet itself. We are keen to emphasise that these tasks should be short, 
focused, shared learning and envisage them taking no longer than 10-15 minutes. 

Reading should be seen as separate to homework. We aim to foster a love of reading with all of the 
children and encourage them to read regularly, not just because they have been told to! The reading 
records sent home are for you to record the books the children have read, as well as being a place to 
write any comments about your child’s reading skills. Please work with your child to fill in a section of 
this record at least five times per week, discussing their reading progress with them. 

As a school we are developing a ‘Growth Mindset’ within all our children at Bratton Primary. We want 
them to love challenges, learning from their mistakes rather than fearing failure, putting lots of effort 
into everything they do and valuing feedback from adults and friends. As such, Zebra class will be 
working on becoming more independent and developing a ‘have a go’ attitude this term.  

I am looking forward to another exciting term and to supporting the children with their learning, as well 
as continuing to work closely with yourselves. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully,  

Mrs Sarah Janman 

Reception Class Teacher 
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