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Lemur Class English Home Learning  
Traditional tales 

Making a ‘Wanted’ poster.  
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Today we are going 
to work on the 

story of Hansel and 
Gretel.  
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Year 2 3 

For the next part of  the lesson 

please get your parents to read 

the Hansel and Gretel to you.  

Listen to the story carefully and 

once finished, spend some time 

talking about how you feel, what 

you enjoyed and the main 

characters… 
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Hansel and Gretel  

Once there was a boy and there was a girl and they were happy enough. They 

lived in a tiny house on the edge of a great forest.  Their house was as small as 

the forest was huge. They lived in their house with their father, a woodcutter. 

He was poor, but he was at least kind. That couldn’t be said for their 

stepmother. She was mean. The meanest that could be.   

  

One night, Hansel and Gretel overheard their father talking to their 

stepmother. There wasn’t any money for food. He was worried about how to 

feed the children. “Simple!” said the stepmother (almost as though she had 

been waiting for this moment.) “We don’t need to feed them. We can lose 

them. We can take them into the deep of the forest and just leave them 

there.” Oh how mean she was! 
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Their father tried to argue, but the stepmother was determined: Hansel and 

Gretel must go.  Late that night, as everyone slept, Hansel crept out of the 

house into the garden. He had a plan. He got on his knees and filled his 

pockets with pebbles. Bright white pebbles they were, sparkling in the 

moonlight. The next morning, the family set off together into the forest. The 

woodcutter and the stepmother pretending that everything was OK, Hansel 

and Gretel knowing that it exactly wasn’t. But Hansel had his plan.  Every few 

steps that they took, Hansel would reach into his pocket and drop one of the 

pebbles onto the ground. He did it secretly, smiling at his father and the 

stepmother whenever they looked round. Then when then family were in the 

very centre of the forests, the stepmother and woodcutter announced that 

they were off to cut wood. They told Hansel and Gretel to stay really still and 

told them that they would be back soon. But they weren’t back soon, they 

weren’t coming back at all. Even when it got dark, nobody came. They really 

did mean to abandon Hansel and Gretel. 
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Hansel knew he had to put his plan into action. He took his sister’s hand and 

started to follow the pebbles back home. Step by step, the pebbles shone in 

the moonlight and guided them both back to safety. Oh, their father was 

pleased to see them! Oh, their stepmother was furious, but how she 

pretended not to be! With a forced smile on her lips, she immediately made a 

plan to take them back into the forest, the very next day – this time to the 

even deeper deepest deep of the forest.  Though she smiled, Hansel and 

Gretel knew her plan. But that night, when Hansel went to collect pebbles, he 

found the door completely locked. So once again, the family set off again into 

the forest. This time, all Hansel could do was to drop crumbs from the little bit 

of bread that he had saved from breakfast. It went the same as before, left 

alone, promised a return that was never to happen. When darkness fell and 

he and Gretel were left behind in the deep of forest, he took her hand and 

started to look for the trail of crumbs. They were nowhere to be seen.  
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They weren’t there. Birds! They’d been eaten by birds. There was no trail, 

there was no plan and Hansel and Gretel were now quite lost.  

  

The children walked and they walked through and through the forest. Their 

feet were aching and their tummies were rumbling, when they saw a strange 

and amazing sight. A house! Made of sweets and cakes. They ran towards it 

and grabbed handfuls to eat. It was delicious. Tastier than they could possibly 

have imagined. As they ate, a friendly old lady opened the front door. “Come 

in,” she said and so, of course, that’s exactly what they did. 

 

7 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/


©  hamilton-trust.org.uk 

The moment that they crossed her door, they wished that they hadn’t. This 
wasn’t a friendly old woman at all, this was a witch! She immediately locked 
up Hansel in a cage and she forced Gretel to clean and to cook. Every day, the 
witch checked to see if Hansel was ready to eat. Every day, clever Hansel 
fooled her. He held out a bone instead of his finger and the short-sighted 
witch was fooled into thinking he was too thin to eat. One day though, she 
grew impatient. “Enough!” she shouted. “I’m going to eat him now.” She told 
Gretel to light the oven. Gretel thought quickly and pretended that the oven 
wouldn’t light. She asked the witch to show her how. The witch was angry and 
impatient. As she leant towards the oven, Gretel saw her chance. She pushed 
with all her might until the witch was pushed right into the oven. That was the 
end of her! 
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Hansel and Gretel searched through the witches’ 
house and filled their pockets with all her gold and all 
her jewels. They left the house and began their 
journey home. Eventually they arrived home. Their 
father was waiting for them. And their stepmother 
had left! The witches’ gold and jewels meant that the 
family were no longer poor and they lived happily in 
their little house on the edge of the deep, dark forest.  
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Now you have heard both traditional tales, take 
some time to think and talk about: 

 How this story is like the story of Baba Yaga? 
 

and  
 

How are the stories different?  
 

Try and jot down some of your ideas…there are 
some suggestions on the next slide 
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Can you think of how this story is like 
the story of Baba Yaga?  

• 2 children – horrid witch – forest – 
children outwit the witch and 

escape 
 

How are the stories different?  
• Stepmother – names – how they 

escape – creatures help in Baba 
Yaga. 
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Now we are going to think about 
character description. 

On the next slide there are some 
blank illustrations. Write down on or 
around them some words to describe 
Baba Yaga and the witch from Hansel 
and Gretel around the faces. You can 
also add differences between the two 

and could do this in a different 
colour… 
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Baba Yaga  



Year 2 
14 

The witch   
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We are now going to make your own 
‘Wanted’ poster for Baba Yaga or the 

witch from Hansel and Gretel. 
 

The aim will be to make the poster as 
eye catching and descriptive as 

possible, so people will want to catch 
them! 

  
 
 

 

15 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/maths/year-2-maths/


©  hamilton-trust.org.uk 

 

Try to write in full sentences, and have a go 
at sounding out all the words 

independently, using spaces between 
words, capital letters and full stops.  

Also remember to say the sentences out 
loud before writing, which will help you 

with thinking through your ideas and make 
the writing more flowing and powerful!  
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There is an example from another 
traditional tale on the next slide and a 

planning format to use…we look forward 
to seeing what you come up with! 
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Wanted 

Name and where she lives. 
 
 

What she looks like.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

What she did. 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw her picture here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


