
Meerkat English – Week 6 – 06.07.20 

Doors – The world of possibility 

The unit of work will take until the end of the term and will use a 
range of genres (similar to the previous work we have done for 

Jumanji). The first genre for this week is poetry. 

 

 Again, please photograph or scan completed work as we would 
love to see your learning journey across the week. 

If you have any questions regarding the activities set, please 
email: 

meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk   

Thank you,  

Mrs Stokes and Mrs Jeffery 

mailto:meerkats@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Activity 1 – GHASP – Missing punctuation 

Re-write these sentences focussing on handwriting and 
inserting the missing capital letters and full stops.  
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1) the   sun   shone   while   Luke   was   walking   to   school   as   
he   passed   ben’s   house,   he   was   thinking   about   the   
weekend   and   their   trip 

 2) yesterday,   we   went   to   see   our   friend,   rita   she   has   
been   ill   recently   but   is   now   feeling   better 

3) the   mouse   scuttled   quietly   through   the   overgrown   field   
when   the   sun   finally   rose,   he   knew   it   was   monday   
morning 

4) the   little   boy   reached   carefully   into   his   school-bag but   
he   could   not   find   his   pencil   from   paris   “where   is   it?”   
he said 
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 5) yesterday   was   the   coldest   day   of   february  so  far  
ice   covered   the   whole   playground,  like   a   white  blanket 

6) after   gobbling   up   two   cheese-burgers,   Sid   said   that   
they   were   the   best   burgers   in   brighton   petra didn’t   
agree  

7) our   new   tv   is   held   onto   the   living   room   wall   with   
two   screws   that   my dad   had   found   in   the   tool-box  “it    
looks    great!”  exclaimed   Mum  

 

The answers for this activity are on the next slide.  



Missing punctuation answers 

Write next 
to your 

sentences 
how many 

you 
correct.  

 
There 

were 33 in 
total.  



End of Activity 1 



Activity 2  

Have you ever looked at a door and wondered what 
might be on the other side? Where may it lead? What 
may be hiding within? At first glance, a door is just a 
piece of wood, glass or metal that is opened and closed 
so that people can get in and out of a room, a vehicle 
or a space. But in the hands of a writer, a door 
represents a world of possibility, a world where things 
are not only hidden but often closed off and restricted. 
Together, through poetry, text games and narrative, we 
shall explore the potential that a door offers to you, the 
writer. 



Task 1: The world we live in 
At the moment, many people in the world are shut behind doors 
for their own safety and the safety of others. Covid-19 has closed 
schools, closed shops and temporarily closed some of the things 
we take for granted, like playing in the park with our friends. 

Your task: Make a list of all the things that you miss doing. You 
may like to think about some of the following categories:  

• Seeing family  

• Seeing friends  

• Day to day things   

• Playing sports  

• Exploring your interests  

• Places you love to visit   

 

Through out these 
sessions, you may like to 
use these personal 
reflections to inspire and 
influence your writing. 



Task 2: I opened the magical door and saw… 

This is an idea inspired by Kit Wright’s poem ‘The Magic Box’, 
which can be found on the next slide. In the poem, Kit imagines 
what may be contained inside a magical box. We can use this idea 
to connect to what could be behind the magical door. 

Your task 
1) I would like you to brainstorm a list of ideas for what might be 
behind the door. Let your imagination run wild as there is no 
wrong answer.  

2) Once you have your ideas, have a go at writing a poem, using 
the repeating opener: I opened the magical door and saw… I 
would like you to write two stanzas. We will write more tomorrow. 

I have written an example, which is on slide 10.  

 



Kit Wright  
–  

The Magic 
Box 



An example of one stanza to help 
inspire you. 

I opened the magical door and saw shadows 
dancing.  

I opened the magical door and saw a rainbow 
leading to another world.  

I opened the magical door and saw people 
crying.  

I opened the magical door and saw a magical 
fairground flooded in lights.  



End of Activity 2  



Activity 3 
Today we are going to add more detail to our 
poems and add more stanzas. 

Task 1  

Go back to the work you did yesterday and see if 
you can add actions to the two stanzas you have 
written. Doing this will bring more life to your 
poem. The part I have added in the example below 
is in red. 

Example: 

I opened the magical door and saw a shoal of 
hungry shadows, tangoing through busy streets.  



Task 2  
Once you have added actions to your poem, I 
would like you two write more. When you 
brainstormed ideas, you probably didn’t have the 
chance to include everything, whereas now you 
can. I would like a minimum of 6 stanzas but a 
maximum of 8.  

Remember to continue adding actions to the rest of 
your poem.  

On the next slide, there is an example to help 
support/inspire you. On the slide after that is a writing 

challenge that some of you may want to do to make your 
poem even better. 



I opened the magical door and saw …  
a world turned upside down:  
the sea, now a floating ceiling,  
the clouds, an inviting carpet.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw …  
the reflection of myself:  
standing, searching, staring,  
questioning how this was possible.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw …  
a sweet-treat paradise:  
clouds of candy floss,  
drifting across a bubble gum sky.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw …  
a field of waves:  
blue potatoes were leaping,  
playing in white foam,  
as puzzled farmers watched from sunny 
shores. 

I opened the magical door and saw …  
The image of a street I used to know,  
But as I entered, everything changed;  
As I reached out, everything had gone. 
 
I opened the magical door and saw …  
A forest of mirrors,  
surrounding me in dazzling white light,  
leading me into a world of mystery.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw…  
A feast of my favourite foods  
Guarded by monster chips  
Waiting to fight off all invaders.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw …  
Monstrous mobile phones  
Herding people into little houses  
And laughing, laughing, laughing.  
 
I opened the magical door and saw…  
The future.  



Writing challenge 
Reread what you have written and change some of the 
words so that it says exactly what you want it to say. You 
may want to look at the writing challenge below and 
add in some of these ideas.  

Can you explore more of the senses? You may like to try 
the following pattern:  

• I opened the magical door and saw …  

• I opened the magical door and heard …  

• I opened the magical door and smelt …  

• I opened the magical door and touched …  

• I opened the magical door and found …  

 



End of Activity 3  



Activity 4 - Idioms 
  

Idiom is a common word or phrase which means 
something different from its literal meaning but can be 
understood because of its popular use. For example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Task - On the next slide there is a list of idioms about doors. 
Can you work out what they mean? The answers are on the 

slide after. 
 





Answers – Please tick correct answers. 

Challenge: Do you know any other idioms? If so, write them down. 



End of Activity 4 



Activity 5  

In this activity, we are going to consider the 
importance of fluency and expression when we 
read. Begin by reading Miroslav Holub’s poem 
‘The Door’. This can be found on the next slide. 

 

On the slide after, there are two links for you to 
view of the poem being performed. 



The Door  



Watch these performances of the poem 
then answer the questions below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bazJvnuOLMM  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011kx3r  

 Use the performance you liked the most to answer these questions:  
1) What did you like about the poem?  
2) What was your favourite line and why?  
3) How did the poem make you feel?  
4) Which line in the poem did you find the most interesting and 

why?  
5) Are there any parts of the poem that leave you with unanswered 

questions?  
6) What questions would you like to ask the poet, Miroslav Holub? 

Try to think of a minimum of 3 questions. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bazJvnuOLMM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011kx3r


End of Activity 5  


