
Tuesday 23rd February
Meerkats



Plan

• Mental Maths

• Maths

• English comprehension

• Spelling challenge

• RE – big questions



Mental aths
Find 82% of the following

• £654

• 97 cm

• 420ml

• £66

• 45cm

Order each set from smallest to biggest

• 1/5, 0.21, 25%

• 3/2, 1.7, 140%

• 2/8, 22%, 0.23

• 5/6, 82%. 0.85

• 15/16, 0.865. 92%



Maths
Solving 1 step equations



SOLVING 1 STEP EQUATIONS

• Home learners – work through the video:

• https://vimeo.com/502634894 where it asks for multilink you could use lego, pencils, 

anything you have to hand.

• The next slides are stills from the video to work through in class.

https://vimeo.com/502634894
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English comprehension
Read each text and then answer the questions for each section.



The war was over at last. At last, after ten long years, the soldiers who had 

fought in it could sail home. Among them was Odysseus, King of Ithaca. He 

and his men rowed out to sea to their ship, the Odyssey, leaving the 

battlefields far behind them.

There was little room aboard for food and water, but some huge jugs of wine 

stood on the prow, taken from the defeated enemy. Unfortunately, the first 

time they tasted it, the men fell asleep over their oars. “A bit too strong,” 

decided Odysseus watching them snore. Then a storm overtook them and 

blew them off course — to an island, who knows where?

Odysseus pointed up at a cliff, “I'm sure those caves up there are inhabited. 

Let's climb up and ask for directions and a bite to eat. Leave your swords 

here, and bring a jug of wine to show we’re friendly.”

The first cave they came to was huge and smelled of cheese. But nobody was 

in. A fire burned in one corner. The soldiers sat down and waited. Soon there 

was a clatter of hoofs on the cliff path, as the island shepherd drove his flock 

home from the fields to the caves. And what sheep entered the Cave! They 

were as big as cows, with fleeces like snow drifts. But the shepherd made his 

sheep look tiny. He was as big as the wooden horse of Troy, and his hair hung 

down like creepers. A single eye winked in the centre of his forehead.

Odysseus part 1



Questions – Odysseus part 1



Odysseus – Part 
Two

Click to He rolled a massive boulder across the cave mouth, then turned away and 
saw his visitors. “Supper!” he roared, in delight. And picking up a man in each 
paw, he gobbled them down and spat out their belts and sandals.
“Sir! We came to you in peace! How dare you eat my men!” cried Odysseus, more 
angry than afraid.
“I am Polyphemus the Cyclops,” said the one-eyed giant. “I eat who I want. Who 
are you?”
“I am O . . . I am called No One — and I demand that you let us go! Why ever did I 
bring a present to a man like you?”
“Present? Where? Give it! I won't eat you if you give me a present!”
Odysseus pointed out the jug of wine.
Polyphemus chewed off the seal and gulped down the wine. He smacked his lips. 
“Good stuff, No One. Good stuff.”
“So you'll roll back the boulder and let us go?”
“Oh, I wouldn't shay that,” slurred the Cyclops, reeling about. “What I meant to 
shay wash, I won't eat you till morning.” And hooting with drunken laughter, he 
crashed down on his back, fast asleep.
Twelve men pushed against the boulder, but they could not roll it aside.
“We’re finished, captain!” they cried. But Odysseus was busy with a huge 
shepherd's crook — sharpening the end to a point with his knife. The work took all 
night.



Questions – Odysseus part 2



Odysseus – Part 3
Towards dawn, the sailors heated the point red-hot in the fire, lifted it to their shoulders . . . and charged! They plunged the crook into the 

Cyclops’s one horrible eye.

Polyphemus’s screams brought his neighbours running. “Has something hurt you?”

“No One! No One has hurt me!” answered the giant, howling with misery. “No One!”

“Good, good,” said the giants, heading back to their caves. “Probably a nightmare.”

Polyphemus groped about for his enemies. In the morning, he heaved the boulder aside, for his sheep to go out and feed. But he sat himself 

in the doorway, hands spread to catch any Greek trying to escape. “Trickery won't save you wretches! Not one of you will leave here alive!”

“Quickly!” Odysseus whispered to his men. “Cling to the sheep’s fleeces — go!” Polyphemus stroked each sheep as it trotted by . . . but 

missed the men clinging underneath.

So captain and crew escaped. But Odysseus called out as his ship sped past the Cliff, “Know this, Polyphemus! It was I, the hero Odysseus, 

who blinded you! Remember the name!”

The Cyclops picked up boulders and hurled them down, hoping to sink the little boat. “Remember it? Know this Odysseus! I am Polyphemus, 

son of Poseidon the sea god. And I call on my father to destroy you!”

Deep in the ocean, Poseidon heard his son's voice, and his angry storms drove the ship even further off course — to a beautiful island 

carpeted with flowers.



Questions – Odysseus Part 3



Spelling challenge



Challenge 1 – which ough words complete the sentences?

1. Knead the_________________ to make the 
pizza.

2. Even ____________ he was tired, he kept 
running.

3. __________________ I'm sick, I'll still go to 
work.

4. He kicked the ball _______________ the 
window.

5. The main branch of tree is called a _________.

6. The farmer used a ______________ in his 
field.

7. The path was_______________ and rocky.

8. This meat is far too _________________ to 
eat.

9. A dozen eggs will be __________________.

10. David has a bad cold and a 
________________.

11. My grandfather _____________ in World War 2

12. A gift? How _________________ of you!

13. Your score today is ____________.

14. I _____________ some carrots at the shop 
yesterday.

15. He ______________ cake with him to the 
party.



Challenge 2

Write a paragraph using as many ough words as possible.

Can you link it to Percy Jackson?



Super 
SpAG 
challenge

3 Write a sentence including a personal pronoun and an ough word

2 Write a sentence that includes an article determiner, an ough word 
and a semi-colon.

1 Write a sentence that includes an ough word and a relative clause



RE – big questions

What is belonging?



Different religions have different traditions about 
belonging

Judaism

• Watch the video

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n2kgx

• Why is Bat Mitzvah important to Me Me?

• What does it tell us about belonging in the Jewish 
religion?

Christianity

• Watch the video

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwwm9

• Why is communion important to Christians?

• What does it tell us about belonging in the 
Christian religion?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n2kgx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwwm9


Where do you belong?

• Watch the video Mrs MacMeekin made.

• Think about how you know you belong; at home, to Meerkats class, as part of Bratton School and to the wider community.
• What does belonging feel like?

• What do you do show you belong?

• What do others do to make you feel/show you belong?



Independent task

• Create a set of russian dolls (template on the next page)

• Smallest – how do you feel belonging at home?

• Next size up – how do you feel belonging to Meerkats?

• Biggest – How do you feel belonging to school or wider community?




