Antelope Class
Writing
Term 6, Week 6 learning - 6.7.20
Poetry
Hello Antelopes, well done for all of your hard work so far.
This week, we are going to be looking at different poems, focusing on the
language that the poet uses and then begin writing our own versions of them.
It has been a pleasure to see the learning that has been taking place, and we
look forward to hearing more about that this week. Please send a picture or
scan of your writing to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk, either every couple of
days or at the end of the week.
There are 5 lessons and each lesson will take approximately 30-40 minutes.
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith

Lesson 1
‘Wings’ by Pie Corbett.
Activity 1: Read through the poem on the next
slide.
While you are reading it, think about the answers to
the following questions:
• How does it make you feel?
• What do you like about the poem?
• What would you change about the poem?

If I Had Wings
If I had wings
I would touch the fingertips of clouds
and glide on the wind’s breath.
If I had wings
I would taste a chunk of the sun
as hot as peppered curry.
If I had wings
I would listen to the clouds of sheep bleat
that graze on the blue.
If I had wings
I would breathe deep and sniff
the scent of raindrops.

If I had wings
I would gaze at the people
who cling to the earth.
If I had wings
I would dream of swimming the deserts
and walking the seas.
By Pie Corbett

Activity 2:
Re-read the poem.
This time, you are going to label the following features:

 Repetition - refers to the use of the same word or phrase multiple times.
 Simile - describes something by comparing it to something else, using like or

as. E.g. Jess is as graceful as a gazelle.
 Metaphors - a word or a phrase used to describe something as if it were
something else. E.g. Jess is dynamite.
 Alliteration - the occurrence of the same letter or sound, at the beginning
of adjacent or closely connected words. e.g. the sweet, soulful birds sang.
 Verbs - a word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence, e.g. walk,
swim, hear, become etc.
 Personification - when you give an animal or object qualities or abilities
that only a human can have. E.g. The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky.

Activity 2 answers:

If I Had Wings
If I had wings
I would touch the fingertips of clouds
and glide on the wind’s breath.

Repetition
Verbs
Personification
Simile
Metaphor
Alliteration

If I had wings
I would taste a chunk of the sun
as hot as peppered curry.

If I had wings
I would listen to the clouds of sheep bleat
that graze on the blue.
If I had wings
I would breathe deep and sniff
the scent of raindrops.
If I had wings
I would gaze at the people
who cling to the earth.
If I had wings
I would dream of swimming the deserts
and walking the seas.
By Pie Corbett

Activity 3: Now, answer the following questions about the poem.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

Does the poem rhyme? Yes / No
Why do you think all of the verses begin in the same way?
Match the senses with what the writer focusses on:
Sight

Raindrops

Hear

The sun

Touch

Clouds of sheep

Taste

People

Smell

Fingertips of clouds

In real life, which creatures might ‘glide on the wind’s breath’ (Verse 1)?
‘…that graze on the blue…’
a) Why did the writer choose the underlined word?
b) Suggest an alternative word to replace it with.
What does ‘clouds of sheep’ (verse 3) suggest to you?
The last verse is:
‘If I had wings
I would dream of
swimming the deserts
and walking the seas.’
How is this verse different from the previous verses? Give two ways.
Do you think the poet would like to have wings? Yes / No
Explain your answer fully, referring to the poem.

Lesson 2
‘Wings’ by Pie Corbett.
Today, you are going to write your own version
of the poem you looked at yesterday.
Firstly, remind yourself of the poem ‘Wings’,
available on the next slide.

If I Had Wings
If I had wings
I would touch the fingertips of clouds
and glide on the wind’s breath.
If I had wings
I would taste a chunk of the sun
as hot as peppered curry.
If I had wings
I would listen to the clouds of sheep bleat
that graze on the blue.
If I had wings
I would breathe deep and sniff
the scent of raindrops.

If I had wings
I would gaze at the people
who cling to the earth.
If I had wings
I would dream of swimming the deserts
and walking the seas.
By Pie Corbett

You are going to adapt the poem to ‘If I had fins’.
Therefore, your poem will be based in the water, rather
than in the sky.

Fins are a flexible organ, sometimes paddle-shaped or fan-shaped,
extending from the body of a fish or other water animal and
helping in balance and propulsion (push forwards).

Activity 1: Make a mind map to generate some ideas about what you
would do in water if you had fins.
Begin to link your ideas to the 5 senses.
E.g.

Begin to think about the different descriptive techniques you could use to describe
the 5 senses.
For example, adjectives, adverbs, similes, metaphors, alliteration and personification

Activity 2: Now transform your ideas into a poem,
using ‘Wings’ as a guide for the structure and
wording.
Miss McMillan’s example:
If I had fins
I would touch the golden sand bed of
the ocean to see what I could find.

If I had fins
I would smell seaweed as it dances like
a ballerina in the soft flow of the water.

If I had fins
I would taste strong, salty sea on my
tingly taste buds.

If I had fins
I would gaze in awe at the brightly
coloured collection of fish.

If I had fins
If I had fins
I would hear the echoing of the waves I would dream of walking on clouds and
talking as I dive beneath them.
balancing on the edge of the Earth.

Lesson 3
‘The River’ by Valerie Bloom.
What adjectives can you think of to describe a river?

Activity 1:
Read the poem on the next slide and think
about the following:
•
•
•
•

How is it structured?
Does it have a rhyme scheme?
How does it describe a river?
What technique is used throughout the
poem?
• What do you think of the poem?

Activity 1 answers:
• How is it structured?
The poem has 6 stanzas, each with 4 lines.
• Does it have a rhyme scheme?
The rhyme scheme is a, b, c, b.
• How does it describe a river?
It describes the river as a wanderer, a winder, a
hoarder, a baby, a singer and a monster.
• What technique is used throughout the poem?
The poem uses personification throughout to
describe the river.

What do the following words mean?
Use a dictionary to check the definitions.
NomadTrampHoarderVexed-

Activity 2: Read the poem again and identify the
keywords that show human qualities in each
stanza.
Stanza 1

Stanza 2

Stanza 3

Stanza 4

Stanza 5

Stanza 6

Activity 4:
Circle/write the
best answer to
complete each
statement

Lesson 4
‘The River’ by Valerie Bloom.
Re-read the poem from yesterday’s lesson,
available on the next slide.
Activity 1: What other descriptive techniques
can you find? Have a look out for metaphors, a
simile and repetition.

Activity 1 answers:
• Imagery: The main image is that of a river and
its movements.
• Metaphors: The river is said to be a wanderer,
a winder, a collector, a baby, a dancer and
singer and a destroyer.
• Repetition: the words, ‘The River’ is repeated
and this gives emphasis to the subject.
• Simile: The river is like a baby happily sucking
his thumb.

Activity 2: Read through the following paragraph. Using your
understanding of the poem, fill in the numbered blanks using the
words at the bottom.

Main activity: Now, you are going to think about
planning your own version of the poem, before writing
and performing it in the next lesson.
• What do you think a river is?
• Mind map or make a note of your ideas.
• Then expand on them and write why you think this is.
e.g. a runner, a musician, a child, an explorer, a snake, a jewel
etc.
Remember to consider the rhyme scheme (a, b, c, b). The second
and fourth line rhyme.
Use Miss McMillan’s example, on the following slide, as a guide if
you need it.

Lesson 5
To write and perform our own version of ‘The
River’.
This lesson, you will use your plan from last lesson
to write your own poem about a river.
Use the original poem to help you if you need it.
Miss McMillan’s poem is on the next slide as an
example.

The River’s a runner,
always winning the race,
Picking up speed, sprinting,
keeping the pace.
The River’s a musician,
splashes of water echoing.
The sound of beats and drums,
nature’s orchestra playing.

The River’s a child,
Playing happily in fields.
Full of life and energy,
laughing, rolling down hills.

The River’s an explorer,
admiring every new place.
Travelling through mountains and towns,
storing souvenirs in its case.
The River’s a snake,
Moving slowly through the fields.
Winding and slithering as it moves,
Hissing, gradually putting up shields.
The River’s a Monster,
expressing his anger in a storm,
destroying everything in his path,
no control over the swarm.

