
Antelope Class 
Writing 

Term 6, Week 7 learning - 13.7.20 

Hello Antelopes, well done for all of your hard work so far.  
This week, we are going to be looking at different poems, focusing on the 

language that the poet uses and then begin writing our own versions of them. 
It has been a pleasure to see the learning that has been taking place, and we 
look forward to hearing more about that this week. Please send a picture or 

scan of your writing to antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk, either every couple of 
days or at the end of the week. 

There are 5 lessons and each lesson will take approximately 30-40 minutes. 
Miss McMillan and Mrs Smith 

Poetry 

mailto:antelopes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Lesson 1 

‘Seasons’ by Jo Peters. 

 

 

‘Seasons’ is an acrostic poem. 

What does this mean? 

 



In an acrostic poem, the first letter of each line 
spells a word. The word is the subject of the 

poem. 
 

E.g. 



Activity 1: 

Read through the poem ‘Seasons’, on the 
following slide. 

 

• How does it make you feel? 

• How does it describe each season? 

• How is it structured? 

• Does it have a rhyme scheme? 



             Seasons   
          
                       Spring 

  

Springtime casts a spell of green,  

Paints flowers opening to the sun.  

Rains fall softly, saying ‘Wake’.  

In a fresh world just begun.  

New leaves and buds, bird and lambs.  

Grow and burst, hatch and run.  

  

                     Summer 

  

Summer, when we lie on grass  

Under shimmer of blue sky.  

Murmuring bees, shade of trees.  

Matching butterflies flutter by.  

Evening holds the scent of flowers.  

Racing in lightness, swallows fly. 

 
                         Autumn 

  

Autumn, when the leaves turn red,  

Umber and amber and then fly.  

The wispy smoke of bonfires drifts  

Upwards in the evening sky. 

Morning mists blur scarlet berries,  

Nuts and apples drop and die.  

  

                        Winter 

  

Winter, when your warm breath smokes,  

In the bitter morning chill.  

Night brings frosts that creep and crisp.  

Trees are stretching black and still.  

Etching patterns where the bright  

Robin dares a whistling trill. 

  

Jo Peters 
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Alliteration 

Adjective 

Adverb 

 
 

Rhyming words in 
each stanza: 

Rhyme scheme =  
a, b, c, b, d, b 

The 2nd, 4th and 
6th line rhyme. 

Acrostic structure. 
6 lines in each 
stanza, one for 

each letter.  
4 stanzas, one for 

each season. 

Activity 1: answers 



Activity 2: 

Today, you are going to write descriptive phrases to 
describe each season. 

 

Use powerful adjectives, adverbs, alliteration etc. to 
support your descriptions 

 

The following four slides contain pictures for the four 
seasons. This will help you to write your descriptions. 

On the slide after, Miss McMillan has written some 
phrases to start you off. 



Spring 



Summer 



Autumn 



Winter 



Miss McMillan’s descriptive phrases. 



Lesson 2 

‘Seasons’ by Jo Peters. 
 

Today you are going write your own acrostic poem 
about the four seasons: 

spring, summer, autumn and winter.  
 

Use the descriptive phrases you wrote during last 
lesson.  

 
Have a go at making it rhyme. 

 



Remember: 
• Use description. 

• Each line should begin with the letter of each 
season. E.g.  

 

 

 

 

• If you are rhyming, the 2nd, 4th and 6th line should 
rhyme. 

• Use the original poem to support you. 
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Lesson 3 

‘Six Ways to Look at the Moon’ by Pie Corbett. 

 

Write down as many adjectives as you can think of to 
describe this picture. 



Activity 1: 

 

Read through Pie Corbett’s poem ‘Six Ways to 
Look at the Moon’. 

 

• What does the poem do throughout? 

• What descriptive techniques are used? 

• Is there a rhyme scheme? 

• How is it structured? 



Six Ways to Look at the Moon 
 

The moon is a pebble, thrown high on the dark tarmac of the night. 

The moon is a thumbprint, stamped on an ink pad. 

The moon is a giant’s white thumbnail. 

The moon is a ghostly galleon, sailing slowly across the calm, dark sea. 

The moon is a hole left by a careless tailor in a dark canvas. 

The moon is a silvery CD playing endless silence. 

 

By Pie Corbett 



Activity 1 answers: 

 

• The poet uses extended metaphors 
throughout the poem to compare the moon 
to different objects. 

• Metaphors, adjectives and alliteration is used 
in the poem. 

• Repetition of ‘The moon’ is also used. 

• There is no rhyme scheme. 

• The poem is one stanza, with 6 lines. 



Activity 2: Identify whether each sentence is a 
simile or metaphor. How do you know? 

The man was a grizzly bear, huge and hairy. 

The man was huge and hairy, like a grizzly bear. 

His eyes sparkled like diamonds.  

The hedgehog was a ball of spikes. 

The tiny ant was a speck of dust. 

He swam as fast as a fish. 

 



Activity 2 answers: simile or metaphor. 

The man was a grizzly bear, huge and hairy. Metaphor 

The man was huge and hairy, like a grizzly bear. Simile 

His eyes sparkled like diamonds. Simile  

The hedgehog was a ball of spikes. Metaphor 

The tiny ant was a speck of dust. Metaphor 

He swam as fast as a fish. Simile 

 

The similes use ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare two things. Whereas a 

metaphor says it is something else. 

 



Activity 3: Can you write a metaphor for these? 

The meteor was a . . .  

 

The sun was a . . .  

 

Earth was a . . .  

 

The stars were . . . 

 

Extension: Can you think of any more? 

 



Activity 4: Can you extend your sentences? 

(What was it doing?) 

 

 

The meteor was a lightning bolt, racing through the sky.  

 

The sun was a . . . , . . . . . . . . 

 

Earth was a . . . , . . . . . . . 

 

The stars were . . . , . . . . .  

 

 



Activity 5: 

Your task is to write your own version of the poem ‘Six 
Ways to Look at the Moon’. 

 

You need to include 6 amazing metaphors. 

Also try to extend your metaphors. 

 

For example, 

Mars was a red frisbee, launched too far, stranded in 
the night sky. 



Lesson 4 

‘Six Ways to Look at the Moon’ by Pie Corbett. 

 

Today, you are going to write your own poem 
based on the poem we looked at yesterday. 

 

You will use extended metaphors to compare an 
object to six other things, just like ‘Six Ways to 

Look at the Moon’ by Pie Corbett. 

 

 



What could your poem be about? 

Here are a list of things you could choose from: 

• A planet, the sun or stars. 

• An animal. 

• A house. 

• A weather type e.g. rain, snow etc. 

• A plant / type of flower. 

• An object in your house. 

• An object you find in the classroom. 



What your poem should include: 

• Metaphors- compare the object your poem is 
about to six other things. 

• Extend your metaphors- include further detail 
about what it is doing, how it looks etc. 

• Use powerful adjectives to describe. 
• Six lines in one stanza. 
• Repetition of ‘The …. (the object you choose) is a 

…’ 
 

Miss McMillan has written an example for you to 
have a look at on the following slides. 

 



‘Six Ways to Look at the Snow’ by Miss McMillan 
 

The snow is a collection of diamonds, glittering gently down from the sky. 

The snow is a blanket, covering the roof with a white cotton look. 

The snow is a freezer, keeping the world cold. 

The snow is a mirror, reflecting the light of the glowing sun. 

The snow is a feather, floating softly in the gentle, cold breeze. 

The snow is a playground, children happily playing in it for hours.  

Now, have a go at writing your own. 
Write more than one if you would like to. 



Lesson 5 

Riddles  

What is a 
riddle? 



A riddle is a type of poem that works like a 
puzzle. 

Riddles often have several clues, that describe 
the object, to help the reader build up a picture 

so they can solve it. 

 

Watch the video for a further explanation: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articl
es/z84p97h 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z84p97h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z84p97h


Examples:  
Can you guess what the riddles are about? 

I’m hard to catch. 

You use me 
between your 
head and toes. 

The more I work 
the thinner I 
grow. 

What am I? 

 

I have four 
fingers and a 
thumb, 

Yet flesh and 
bone I have 
none. 

What am I? 

 

When children 
build me they 
have lots of fun, 

but I melt away 
quickly in the 
hot sun. 

What am I? 

 



Example answers:  
How did you get on? 

I’m hard to catch. 

You use me 
between your 
head and toes. 

The more I work 
the thinner I 
grow. 

What am I? 

 

Bar of soap 

I have four 
fingers and a 
thumb, 

Yet flesh and 
bone I have 
none. 

What am I? 

 

Gloves 

When children 
build me they 
have lots of fun, 

but I melt away 
quickly in the 
hot sun. 

What am I? 

Snowman 

 



I am your beginning and your end. 
I follow your footsteps 
And cannot be shaken off. 
Though I fade from view 
You are never alone. 
So silent that you often forget me. 
I am still there, 
Your constant dark spy and companion. 

 

John Cotton 

 
What is the riddle 

about? 
 

What are the clues that 
helped you work out 

the answer? 



I have no colour, 
not even white, 
but sometimes I’m wide and blue. 
Sometimes I’m still, 
and sometimes I rush, 
and I can fall down on you. 

 

I can change my shape, 
I often do, 
but I’m hard to hold in your hand. 
You need me to make 
your castle stand up 
when you’re playing in the sand. 

 

I haven’t much taste 
but on a hot day 
your tongue’s hanging out for me. 
Then I am cold, 
but I can be hot 
when I’m in your mum’s cup of tea. 

 

What am I? 

  

Jo Peters 

This is still a riddle but we are 
given more information and it 

rhymes. 
 

Can you spot the rhyme 
scheme? 

What is the riddle 
about? 

 
What are the clues that 

helped you work out 
the answer? 



From looking at the 
examples, what are 

the features of a 
riddle? 



• First person e.g. I, me, my 
 

• Addressing the reader- you, your 
 

• Rhyming words 
 
• A hard clue at the beginning 

 
• An easy clue at the end 

 
• A ‘What am I?’ line 

 
• Question mark 

Features: 



Main activity: 
Choose an object or animal and create a riddle for 

it. 

Give clues to help the reader guess what it is.  

This can include: what it looks like, how it moves, 
how it is used, what it does, where it lives, what it is 

known for etc. 

Challenge - use rhyming words. 

 

 


