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BRATTON  PRIMARY  SCHOOL 

 
 Learn - Have Fun – Succeed  
 Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire,  BA13 4RL 

 

Welcome back and we hope that you have had a restful half term. We are now half way 
through the academic year. This term we will continue to focus on maximising the 
progress that every child makes, using our recent assessments to guide us in addressing 
gaps in the children's knowledge and also planning for opportunities to extend their 
learning further. We hope that you found the mid-year report helpful and look forward to 
discussing your child's progress and targets in more detail in the upcoming parent’s 
evenings, which will be held in the week beginning 12th March.  

We continue to see the children developing their growth mindset by being more open to 
challenge and feedback in order to drive their learning forwards. We will continue to 
support the development of their academic skills, their approach to learning, as well as 
their social skills in order to ensure maximum progress in all areas of your child's 
development.  
 
The structure of the week remains the same, with Mrs Denham teaching on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays and Mrs Sealy on Thursdays and Fridays. In addition to this, 
all of the children will continue to receive support from Mrs Whitefield, who works in the 
class full time. Each Wednesday the class will be taught PE by Jade Wozniak.  
This term Mrs Denham will continue to lead the Big Write and this will therefore happen 
every other Tuesday, starting on Tuesday 27th February. This means that this term talk 
homework will come home with your child on a Monday.  
 
During the week commencing 5th March, the whole school will be engaged in 'Literary 
Week'. The week will encompass a wide range of activities linked to further engaging the 
children with reading and writing, as well as providing opportunities to work with other 
classes and as a whole school. Please look out for further details in upcoming 
newsletters.  
 
Our cross curricular theme for this term will be the Geography of South America . We will 
be studying maps using atlases to locate countries and the key physical features of 
South America. We will also be learning more about the Amazon rainforest and the 
impact that it has upon the rest of the world. The children will learn about deforestation 
and other environmental issues related to the continent.  
 
This term our English lessons will aim to expose the children to a wide range of genres in 
order to inspire and engage them further with reading. There will be lots of opportunity 
for creative writing. The term will begin with the children writing short stories linked to the 
work of Harris Burdick. We will then use 'The Great Kapok Tree' to inspire our writing of a 
story for younger children about the plight of the Amazon rainforest. Later in the term, we 
will read 'The Land of Stories', an adventure story based in the world of alternative fairy 
tales, and use this to support our own writing of ‘fairytalesque’ stories. We will then write 
personification poems after reading 'The Sea' by James Reeves. There will be lots of 
opportunities for the children to apply their non-fiction writing skills across the curriculum 
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as they will write non-chronological reports in Science and discussion texts in 
Geography. 
 
In Maths lessons this term, we will be revisiting core skills to further secure the children's 
understanding of place value by multiplying and dividing numbers by 10,100 and 1000 
and then identifying the value of digits in decimals, as well as ordering decimals and 
rounding to the nearest whole number. We will continue to develop the children's 
understanding of fractions by calculating fractions of amounts, as well as making the link 
between fractions and percentages. We will recap the written methods for multiplication 
and division as we use them to solve a variety of problems in different contexts, including 
those involving scaling. Later in the term, we will explore the properties of shapes, 
calculate perimeters and learn more about angles.  
 
Our science topic for this term is 'Classifying living things'. We will be exploring the ways 
in which animals and plants are grouped, the functions of all living organisms and finding 
out more about the impact of humans upon animal habitats. We will make strong links to 
our topic through science lessons, as well as using it as a stimulus for computing 
lessons, as the children write programs to sort animals into groups. 
 
As part of the computing curriculum, the children will develop their programming skills 
using 'Scratch' to build sorting databases for animal classification and identification. This 
will involve combining programming blocks and looking for and fixing bugs in finished 
programmes. 
 
The children will be taught PE by Miss Wozniak each Wednesday. These lessons will 
focus upon improving the children’s team work and hockey skills. The children will also 
be taught dance by Mrs Sealy on Friday afternoons. Please ensure your child has a full 
PE kit in school every day. They need named shorts and t-shirt for indoor PE and jogging 
trousers, trainers and a jumper for outdoor PE.  
 
How can you help?  
The children are being taught the skills to help them to become better learners. Please 
continue to discuss their learning with them regularly, getting them to reflect on both their 
successes and failures. Talk about how they can learn from their mistakes and let them 
see you as a learner as you share your own experiences. Look for ways that you can 
challenge them with new experiences and opportunities to encourage them to have a 
growth mindset, by trying new things and in turn reflecting upon their approach and the 
outcome.  
 
Homework can be a valuable tool to support your child when it is linked to class based 
teaching and learning. Frequently, it provides the children with the opportunity to 
deliberately practice and consolidate skills taught in lessons that week. We thank you for 
your on-going support in encouraging children to complete the activities assigned and 
returning it on the required day. This term the children will be set an extended project 
based homework. Please look out for further details next week. 
 
Maths homework will continue be set by Mrs Denham every Wednesday and should be 
returned by the following Monday. English homework will be set on a Friday to be 
returned the following Thursday. The tasks are carefully devised to support and extend 
pupil’s learning and are often used as a basis for further work in school. The children will 
receive talk homework prior to a Big Write and please remember that this is a discussion 
piece and designed to help to provide your child with some ideas for the writing task the 
following day. If you wish to support your child to make notes they may find that helpful 
but it is not an expectation that they write all of their ideas down. Please encourage your 
child to ask questions to clarify their understanding or to seek support from us if they are 
unsure of how to approach the task set. 
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We also encourage the children to read regularly at home and to complete their reading 
journals, which need to be handed in each Monday. We understand that many children 
prefer to read silently to themselves but it is very important that they read aloud too. 
Please aim to hear your child read and discuss the book with them at least twice a week, 
then make a note of this in their reading journal. There will occasionally be a task set to 
focus the children's reading for the week; please encourage them to record their 
responses in their reading journal. Discussing your child's reading with them is vital in 
enabling them to develop their comprehension skills. It also helps to develop their writing 
skills, especially when you help them to extend their vocabulary, understanding the role 
of punctuation and the structure of the writing. Please also continue to encourage them 
to read aloud confidently and with expression. 
 
We look forward to another very successful and focussed term.  If you have any 
questions or wish to discuss anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs Denham, Mrs Sealy and Mrs Whitefield  
Antelope Class Team 
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