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Welcome to Zebra Class! 
We hope you have had a relaxing summer and the children are ready to become ‘Animal Explorers’ as they
embark on the first term of the exciting learning journey ahead of them at Bratton School. We are all very
much looking forward to getting to know you and your children. It is of the utmost importance to us that
your child feels happy at our school, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or
concerns. Mrs Rich is also always available for longer/more private conversations after school, either in
person in our Zebra garden, appropriately distanced, or by phone, by appointment. You can also write
messages to us in the yellow contact book in your child’s bookbag, which we check daily. Our theme for
this term is outlined in this curriculum document. Learning and teaching in our class will be a mixture of
adult-initiated and child-initiated activities. Some learning will be whole class, some will be in small groups
and some will be one to one with an adult. Our focus this term will be to ensure that your child’s transition
to school is a safe, smooth and happy one, with a wide range of rich opportunities for learning.

Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley (Zebra Class Team)



Personal, Social 
and Emotional Development

We fully appreciate that the transition to school is a little different this year,
and that some children may need extra support to adjust. Your child’s
emotional well-being will be a key focus throughout the year. Your child will
be supported to form relationships with children and adults within their new
class. We will talk about feelings, fairness and being kind and honest, setting
out our behavioural expectations and the reasons for these. Each week the
children will take part in assemblies in the classroom, where they will get the
chance to share and discuss any thoughts or feelings they have about school.
To support the children to get to know each other, they will use the ‘All About
Me’ booklets that we gave to you before the holiday as prompts to talk about
themselves, in front of the class. We would be very grateful if you could now
return these to school, if you haven’t done so already.

As a school, we aim to develop a ‘Growth Mindset’ within our children, to
prepare them for effective and enjoyable lifelong learning and to protect their
emotional well-being, by becoming more resilient when faced with problems
and change. We will support your child to actively seek a challenge, persevere
when things are tricky, reflect on and learn from mistakes and value feedback
from others, rather than fearing failure. This approach is also an important
part of the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ aspect of the Early Years
Curriculum. The children will begin to link these ideas, as well as those from
class discussions, to terms used to define this approach across the whole
school, which are: engagement, resilience, integrity, reciprocity,
resourcefulness and reflectiveness.



Writing
Our writing this term will be inspired by a wide range of high quality animal themed
texts about farm animals, pets and African animals. Writing will begin with mark
making and by your child constructing simple captions and sentences verbally,
working with an adult to break these words down into sounds and identify the
corresponding letters or tricky word spellings on a sound mat, progressing to
increasingly independent writing across the year, as more sounds and words are
learnt. These skills will be further developed in whole class writing sessions, which
will also focus on simple punctuation and using simple descriptive language for
objects, animals and settings. Adult-led writing activities will include: farm, pet and
safari animal descriptions; safari packing lists; nocturnal animal night safari writing;
animal hospital labels, sentences to describe the illness or injury and follow-up
medical care instruction. We will also be introducing the ‘Big Write’ later in the term,
which is a very successful whole school initiative to develop a love of independent,
extended writing, applying key skills taught that week, such as using describing words
for a story setting or character. This will take place on alternate Fridays, with a short
related ‘Talk Homework’, where you discuss ideas for writing together, sent home on
the Thursday. We will explain Talk Homework in more detail nearer the time.

As well as guided activities, the children will have opportunities to mark make and
‘write’ in all areas of their play. For example: designing plans and labelling models in
the construction areas; writing a menu in the mud kitchen; writing about animals
‘seen’ in role-play; drawing and labelling explorer maps, or writing appointments and
prescriptions for an animal hospital.



Phase 2 Tricky Words
These words can’t be read by breaking down into sounds, 

so need to be learnt by sight

Phase 2 Phonics (sounds)
This term we will start to teach your child to
recognise Phase 2 sounds (known as phonics) and
words. You will notice that the sounds are not learnt
in alphabetical order. This nationally recognised
method has been shown to support children to start
to read and write more easily. As the children
become secure in their recognition of these, they
will learn how to blend these to read simple words.
Phase 2 words and sounds will be sent home in a
Phonics Folder, for you to go over each time you
hear your child read. Your child will also bring home
2 scheme books each week. We would, ideally, like
the children to read to an adult at home 5 times a
week. Your child will also choose a library book
each Friday to take home, for you to read to and
with them.

Useful websites to support reading and 
letter formation at home

www.phonicsplay.co.uk
www.letterjoin.co.uk

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

Reading

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


How to access Letterjoin at home



You can use the WOW FUN Magic Words option in www.letterjoin.co.uk to practise 
handwriting.  Type in the word or sound for your child and ask them to pick a background. 
For example:

Click here Choose a background here

Type the word or sound 
for your child here

http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


Mathematics

This term the children will develop the following skills through 
engaging activities, games, stories, songs and role play:

Week 1: Counting objects and naming numbers up to 10
Week 2: Ordering numbers and continuing sequences
Week 3: One more and one less than numbers up to 12
Week 4: Counting objects and finding the number to match
Week 5: Introduction to numbers that add together to make 5 
Week 6: Recording number bonds
Weeks 7 and 8: Comparing sizes of objects

Useful websites to support maths at home

Number formation song 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI&t=6s

Jellybean count to 20 song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbgwPx6mYu4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DzKqCmjVXLI&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbgwPx6mYu4


Understanding the World
Another key focus this year will be for the children to
experience the ‘awe and wonder’ of the world in which
they live. Our animals theme is full of rich opportunities
to do this. The children will explore animals on the farm,
pets, favourite animals and those found in Africa. They will
also explore nocturnal animals and the role of vets. They
will use both the classroom computers during ‘Explore and
Learn Time’, as well as our school laptops, for focused
group work relating to our topic, such as creating animal
pictures and patterns. They will also explore other forms of
technology in their role-playing.

Useful websites to support learning at home

Take a trip to the farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg2ZX0PF-jI

Fearne and Rory’s Vet Tales
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/ferne-and-rorys-vet-tales

CBeebies Andy’s Safari Adventures
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/andys-safari-adventures

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg2ZX0PF-jI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/ferne-and-rorys-vet-tales
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/andys-safari-adventures


Communication and Language
A key focus this year will be to ensure that we provide opportunities throughout all areas of learning for the children to
learn new words each week, supported by the research driven ‘Word Aware’ methods. They will experience frequent
reading of high quality fiction and non-fiction texts with animal themes, to continue developing listening skills and
expanding their vocabulary for speaking and writing. Engaging speaking and listening focus group activities, role-play
and small world resources will be provided to support this.



Physical Development
In P.E. on Tuesdays, the children will explore moving like animals and explorers, developing sequences linked to animal
stories that we have read. Wherever possible, this will be outside. They will also have a P.E. lesson with our Sports
Coach on Wednesdays. Please ensure that your child has a complete, fully named P.E. kit in school every day,
including a change of socks, jogging bottoms and a tracksuit jacket or warm fleecy top.

Throughout group activities and ‘Explore and Learn Time’, the children will explore a wide range of construction
equipment and mark-making tools, linked to our topic, as well as constructions inspired by their own current
fascinations. We will develop letter and number formation skills in daily pencil control/handwriting activities and
strengthen finger and wrist muscles with our ‘Finger Gym’ challenges.



Expressive Arts and Design
The children will explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques and experiment with
colour, design and texture to create art of their own choice at our ‘Creation Station’ and art
easel, as well as animal themed creations in small groups. Our key focus this term will be
printing with paint. The children will explore and discuss African fabrics, mud cloth paintings
and tribal necklaces, using artefacts, photos and videos. Focus group activities will include:
developing printing techniques using a range of natural and manmade objects; African mud
cloth style pattern printed pictures; animal patterns printing and African tribal necklaces.
Music will include listening to African Djembe drumming. The children will learn action songs
and dance movements relating to our animals topic, maths, phonics and daily routines.
Expressive Arts and Design also includes developing imagination and learning to represent
ideas, thoughts and feelings through art, music, dance, construction, role-play and small world
play.



Dates for your diary

Please note that there will also be 5
Teacher Development days across the year,
in addition to the holiday dates shown in
yellow. Dates to be confirmed.

1:1 Parent meetings?
Curriculum meeting?
Half-Term?

Wiltshire Schools 
Term and Holiday Dates

Please note that there will also be 3 further
Teacher Development days across the year, in
addition to the holiday dates shown in yellow.
Dates to be confirmed.

Half-Term
Thursday 22nd October – Friday 30th October



Water bottles and
packed lunch bags

Please can drink bottles and packed
lunch bags be clearly labelled on
the side or top with your child’s
first name and surname, to ensure
that the children only touch their
own items and to allow staff to
identify the owner without touching
these unnecessarily. Drink bottles
must contain only water and have a
sports lid, to prevent sticky
spillages.

Uniform and hair accessories
Please make sure that your child has the correct
uniform, a coat, waterproofs and wellies. All of
these items need to be fully named, particularly as
we have several children with the same first names
in our school. Please make sure that girls have
appropriate plain hair accessories and that long
hair is tied back.

Home contact books
Please use the small yellow book in your child’s
bookbag to pass on any messages to us. For
example, regarding any changes to who is
collecting your child that day, or anything
confidential that you would prefer not to say on
the playground etc. We check these daily, and
will respond the same day. Please also check
these for any messages from us. You can also
phone the school office.

Contact details and newsletter 
Please make sure that you let the school office know if any of your contact details change, to ensure 

that you receive any messages from school.  Please also make sure that you read the school 
newsletter to keep you updated on whole school news or activities.  

This will be emailed to you at the end of each week.

Dressing independence
We would be very grateful if you could support your
child to learn to sort sleeves that are inside out, put
on his or her coat and use zips and buttons
independently, if he or she is struggling with this, to
maximise time available for outdoor learning and play.

Home learning 
The children will receive a 10-15 minute 
activity to complete with you at home, 
relating to either Maths, Writing or our 

topic.  This is sent home on Thursdays and 
is due in on the following Tuesday.  

Talk homework 
This will start later in the term and will be 

sent home on alternate Thursdays, relating 
to the Big Write, which will take place the 

next day. Finally…
Thank you again for choosing 

Bratton Primary School for your 
child.  We are really looking 

forward to a fantastic 
term of learning!

Mrs Rich and Mrs Midgley


