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Introduction 

• Every week, I’m going to set you some activities to 
work on, based on grammar, handwriting, spelling and 
punctuation. 

• Some of these activities will focus on things we have 
worked on before, because I think you need more 
practise, and some of them will be new things. 

• Try to work through the activities each week – they are 
only short, and will be very helpful for improving your 
writing. 

• I will put the answers to each week’s activities on the 
next week’s PowerPoint. 



Last Week’s Activities 
(Term 5 Week 5) 

The Answers! 



Answers: 
Activity 1: (15 minutes): 

Comma Sandwiches 
Add the comma sandwiches in to these sentences. Think 
about which words are part of the extra information 
(subordinate clause), and need to go inside the commas. 
1. Mrs Callaway, using her best handwriting, wrote the 

date. 
2. The clock, which was on the wall, said it was time for 

lunch. 
3. The biggest dinosaur, which was also the most 

dangerous, had escaped. 
4. My favourite television show, which is sadly no longer 

running, is ‘Friends’. 
5. My best friend’s dad, who is very generous, took us 

both to the cinema. 
 



Answers: 
Activity 2: (15 minutes): 

Comma Sandwiches 
Add extra information (a subordinate clause), 
using comma sandwiches, to these sentences: 
1. E.g. The tree, which was very tall, swayed in the 

wind. 
2. E.g. The dog, who was feeling lazy, lay in the 

sun. 
3. E.g. Mr Tumnus, who is a faun, is from Narnia. 
4. E.g. My mum, who is a great cook, made a cake. 
5. E.g. My sister, who is very annoying, stole my 

favourite pen. 
 



Answers: Activity 5: Spelling: Suffixes (20 minutes) 
Can you add the suffix –ous to make some recognisable 
words? (You might need to change some letters as well). 

e.g. poison poisonous 

e.g. vigour vigorous 

1. tremend tremendous 

2. enorm enormous 

3. glamour glamorous 

4. outrage outrageous 

5. courage courageous 

6. curi curious 

7. hilari hilarious 

8. hide hideous 

9. spontane spontaneous 

10. glory glorious 



This Week’s 
Activities 
(Term 6 
Week 1) 



Activity 1: Punctuation:  
Commas in sentences (20 minutes) 

• Adding a comma can change the meaning of a 
sentence. 
– Let's eat Albert. = We're going to eat Albert. 

– Let's eat, Albert. = We're eating with Albert. 

• In a long sentence, you can use commas to separate 
out extra information and make the sentence easier to 
read. These commas do the same job as brackets but 
allow the writing to flow, whereas the brackets are 
more stark if you want the additional information to 
really stand out in your writing. 
– Albert (the alien with blue spots) is from the planet Zoink. 

– Albert, the alien with blue spots, is from the planet Zoink. 

 

 

 



Activity 1: Punctuation:  
Commas in sentences 

• A clause is the building block for a sentence. Commas can 
be used to break up sentences that have more than one 
clause and make them easier to read. 
– When Albert saw the food, his tummy started to rumble. 
– Albert got used to the blue spots, but then they started itching. 

• Both these sentences have a subordinate clause. 
Subordinate clauses do not make sense on their own. 

• These clauses need the main part of the sentence to make 
sense, so they are connected with a comma. 

• The comma shows that they are closely connected to the 
main part of the sentence. 

• If the clauses make sense on their own, you don’t need to 
use a comma. For example: 
– Albert was excited about eating. He wanted to use a knife and 

fork. 

 



Activity 1: Punctuation:  
Commas in sentences 

Watch this short video about commas, then do 
the check activity and the quiz: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxn
b/articles/zc773k7 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7


Activity 1: Punctuation:  
Commas in sentences: Task A 

Add a comma to each of these utterances to 
change their meaning: 

1. “We’re going to learn to cut and paste kids!” 

2. “I like cooking dogs and bike rides.”  

3. “I love my parents, Kylie Minogue and Kermit 
the Frog.” 

4. “Most of the time travellers worry about their 
luggage.” 

5. "It's raining cats and dogs!" 

 

 

 



Activity 1: Punctuation:  
Commas in sentences: Task B 

Add a comma to each of these sentences to separate 
the main clause and subordinate clause. Then underline 
the subordinate clause. Remember: the subordinate 
clause does not make sense on its own! 

 

1. When it started raining my dog wanted to go home. 

2. Even though it was dark I could still see fairly well. 

3. I made a delicious cake but my family ate it all. 

4. Although I enjoy watching television my favourite 
hobby is reading books. 

5. It’s time to go to bed even though I’m not tired. 

 

 



Activity 2: Spelling: Homophones  
(20 minutes) 

• Homophones are words that sound the same when 
spoken out loud, but have different spellings, and 
different meanings. 

• Common homophones include: 

• accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, berry/bury, 
brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, groan/grown, 
here/hear, heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, 
main/mane, meat/meet, medal/meddle, missed/mist, 
peace/piece, plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, scene/seen, 
weather/whether, whose/who’s, there/their/they’re, 
your/you’re, to/too/two. 



Activity 2: Spelling: Homophones 

• Watch this short film about homophones: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-
homophones/z732t39 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-homophones/z732t39


Activity 2: Spelling: Homophones 

Choose the correct homophone so that each of these 
sentences makes sense: 
1. There/their/they’re going to the shops. 
2. I can’t decide what to wear/where. 
3. Have you got your/you’re reading book? 
4. The Queen has had a long rain/rein/reign. 
5. The cut on my knee is starting to heel/heal/he’ll. 
6. The weather/whether is very sunny at the moment. 
7. I won a medal/meddle in the gymnastics competition. 
8. Look how much you have groan/grown! 
9. I was greedy and had to/too/two ice creams! 
10. I combed my horse’s flowing mane/main. 
Extension: make up some sentences of your own, using the 
list of common homophones! 



Activity 3: Spelling  
(20 minutes)  

• Each week, you are going to learn or revise 10 of 
the words from the Word list from the National 
Curriculum for Years 3 and 4. Practise the spelling 
of them, look them up using an online dictionary 
if you’re not sure of the meaning, and try to write 
a sentence using each of them.  

• Online dictionaries:  
– https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

– https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english 

– https://www.macmillandictionary.com/ 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/


Activity 3: Spelling: 
This week’s words: 

1. interest 
2. island 
3. knowledge 
4. learn 
5. length 
6. library 
7. material 
8. medicine 
9. mention 
10. minute 
Example sentences: 
• I wouldn’t want to be shipwrecked on a desert island! 
• It is important to learn the rules of punctuation. 



Activity 4: Handwriting 
Letter-join and on Paper 

• I have added the Letter-join home access 
letter to the resources for Term 6 Week 1. 

• Please try to log in and spend 20-30 minutes 
at least once a week practising your 
handwriting. 

• If you’d like to practise on paper, use the 
passage on the next page to help you. 

• The letters are on the page after. 



Activity 4: Handwriting: Practising on Paper 



Activity 4:  
 

Handwriting: 
 

Practising on 
Paper 

 


