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Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• Log on to the Reading Eggs site and spend 
some time working on there – ideally 2-3 
times a week. 

• I have set you to the correct level of work. 

• So get cracking! (Get it?) 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 

 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/
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A Change of Direction 

• For the rest of this term, we are going to set ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory’ to one side, and focus instead on 
reading some short stories. However, please finish reading 
this book on your own, as it really is a great story. 

• This term, you are going to be writing some short stories. 
We are going to read a short story every week for 
inspiration, and link our writing to elements of it. 

• This week, our short story is about imagination, and finding 
magic in ordinary places. 

• This short story is written in the third person, and uses lots 
of figurative language, as well as interesting verbs and 
dialogue – these are the elements we will be focusing our 
tasks and writing around this week. 



Task 1: (20 minutes) Reading 
• Read the short story called ‘The Vacuum Cleaner’. 
• The story is in a separate pdf document in the ‘Supporting 

Resources’ section with this week’s documents on the class page. 
• Below is a link to the video of me reading the story out loud to 

Gerry the Giraffe (and Iggy Dog) for you to listen to. If you can 
print the story out, please do – if not, start the video playing, then 
click back to the story on the screen. Try to follow the words of 
the story with your left index finger as I read. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBC6wfdV1FY&t=3s 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBC6wfdV1FY&t=3s


Task 2: (30 minutes)  
Comprehension Questions on Page 1 

• There are two sets of comprehension questions on 
‘The Vacuum Cleaner’ short story – these, and the 
answers, are in separate pdf documents in the 
‘Supporting Resources’ section with this week’s 
documents on the class page. 

• Complete these as two separate activities – each set 
will take about 30 minutes. 

• They are assessment-style questions and encourage 
very close reading of the story. 

• There are 35 marks for the questions on Page 1 of the 
story, and 26 marks for Page 2. Total: 61. 

• Let us know what your score is /61 when you’ve 
checked your answers! Then do your corrections. 

Task 3: (30 minutes)  
Comprehension Questions on Page 2 



Task 4: (45 minutes) Art 

• You are going to delve into Sophie’s imagination, and 
draw the vacuum cleaner monster! 

• What would the vacuum cleaner monster look like? 
What shape? What colour? Where would the eyes be? 

• Look at your own vacuum cleaner, or you could look 
online for images to inspire you. 

• Think about the parts – the body, the nozzle, the long 
hose neck! 

• I have put some inspirational images on the next few 
slides to help you! 

• Send us your finished pictures! 









This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to take the story we have read as 
inspiration, and write a similar one of your own, where 
someone imagines that an everyday object comes to life 
and wreaks havoc! 

• Perhaps the toaster keeps burning the bread on purpose, 
and laughing about it – or gobbles all the bread up and 
won’t let the person have any?! 

• Perhaps the fridge tries to make the person really cold, and 
follows them about the house, pouring cold air into all the 
rooms?! 

• Perhaps a houseplant comes to life, and starts tormenting 
the cat?! 

• Perhaps a lamp keeps shining a bright light into the 
person’s eyes, so they can’t get to sleep?! 



Task 5: (30 minutes) Inventing 

• In the story, Sophie imagines the vacuum cleaner, an 
everyday household object, turns into a terrifying monster, 
a predatory beast, and that its prey is her old, battered 
orange ball. 

• If you were to imagine one of your household objects (or 
school objects) coming to life, what would you imagine? 

• Your task is to invent an ‘everyday object monster’! Think 
about all the objects that could turn into monsters in your 
house, or at school, and what they would be chasing after! 

• Make a mind-map of your ideas. 
• I have put some images of everyday object monsters on the 

next few pages, to prompt your imaginations. 
• I have put my example mind-map on the page after those, 

to help you. 









Task 6: (15 minutes) Figurative Language 
In the story, the writer uses lots of figurative language to create atmosphere 
and excitement for the reader. Which of these phrases is a simile, which is a 
metaphor, and which is personification? 
1. ‘The tangerine toy snuggled happily into the thick woollen strands of the 

carpet…’ 
2. ‘…like a dinosaur egg in a nest of leafy twigs…’ 
3. ‘Five pale sausages trembled on the ends of each of her ice-cold hands…’ 
4. ‘…and little beads of salty fear began to appear on her clammy 

forehead.’ 
5. ‘Despite the alarm rising from deep in her tummy,…’ 
6. ‘…she tried to satisfy her curiosity.’ 
7. ‘Then, the memories flooded in,…’ 
8. ‘…, like water from a burst dam…’ 
9. ‘…the long grey wire which kept it prisoner and made it howl in 

frustration…’ 
10. ‘Putting her sadness carefully to one side,…’ 
11. ‘Then, like lightning, it pounced.’ 
12. ‘Shooting out from its hiding place like a cheese baguette from the 

mouth of an ancient brass cannon,…’ 
 
 



Answers: Task 6: (15 minutes) Figurative Language 

In the story, the writer uses lots of figurative language to create atmosphere and 
excitement for the reader. Which of these phrases is a simile, which is a metaphor, 
and which is personification? 
1. ‘The tangerine toy snuggled happily into the thick woollen strands of the 

carpet…’ personification 
2. ‘…like a dinosaur egg in a nest of leafy twigs…’ simile 
3. ‘Five pale sausages trembled on the ends of each of her ice-cold hands…’ 

metaphor 
4. ‘…and little beads of salty fear began to appear on her clammy forehead.’ 

metaphor 
5. ‘Despite the alarm rising from deep in her tummy,…’ metaphor 
6. ‘…she tried to satisfy her curiosity.’ metaphor 
7. ‘Then, the memories flooded in,…’ metaphor 
8. ‘…, like water from a burst dam…’ simile 
9. ‘…the long grey wire which kept it prisoner and made it howl in frustration…’ 

personification 
10. ‘Putting her sadness carefully to one side,…’ metaphor 
11. ‘Then, like lightning, it pounced.’ simile 
12. ‘Shooting out from its hiding place like a cheese baguette from the mouth of an 

ancient brass cannon,…’ simile 
 
 



Task 7: (20 minutes) Figurative 
Language Planning 

• You are going to plan some figurative language 
that describes what your object monster looks 
like, and how it behaves. 

• Use the example phrases from the previous task 
to help you. 

• Try to come up with 2-3 similes, 2-3 metaphors, 
and 2-3 phrases using personification. 

• See my examples on the next page to help you, 
where I am describing my laptop monster! 



Figurative Language Examples:  
Miss Pickup’s Laptop Monster 

• Similes: 
– The laptop started snapping at her fingers like an angry 

crocodile: snap, snap, snap! 
– Before she could stop it, the laptop leaped from the table, as 

fast as a flash of lightning. 

• Metaphors: 
– Then, the snake of fear began to slither into her mind. 
– She told her disbelief to keep quiet. 

• Personification: 
– Her terrified fingers curled into protective fists, desperate to 

defend themselves. 
– An ice-cold shiver started sneaking down her spine, as the 

growling intensified. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• This week, I’d like you to write your story in 
the third person. (From the outside). 

• This is slightly harder than writing in the first 
person (which uses the pronouns I, me, my, 
mine). (From the inside). 

• When writing in the third person, you will 
need to use your character’s name, and talk 
about them using the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and 
‘him’ or ‘she’ and ‘her’. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• Watch this short video to help you further 
understand the first person and third person: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw
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Task 8: (20 minutes)  
Improving Verbs 

• In your story, there’s going to be lots of action, which 
means lots of verbs (doing or action words). 

• The writer of ‘The Vacuum Cleaner’ uses interesting verbs 
such as: ‘snuggled’, ‘grumbling’, ‘trembled’, ‘teetering’, 
‘crouched’, ‘quivering’, ‘slithered’, ‘snatched’, and ‘oozed’. 

• Try to use interesting verbs in your writing, rather than 
boring ones! Use an online thesaurus to help you improve 
your verb choices, such as: https://www.thesaurus.com/ 

• Practise on these verbs below: 
1. Ran     6. Crept 
2. Closed     7. Slid 
3. Shook     8. Lay 
4. Tried     9. Grabbed 
5. Jumped      10. Shouted 

 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


Task 9: (30 minutes)  
Planning Your Story 

• Take some time to plan your story. 
• You might want to add to your mind-map, or you might 

like to use the story planning mountain that we have 
used before to plan your story. 

• I have put the story planning mountain on the next 
page, and the story mountain plan for my story on the 
page after that, as a model for you to use. 

 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Up 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 

The laptop starts attacking Miss Pickup – first snapping at her fingers, then 
advancing across the table, then Iggy Dog starts barking and it leaps off the 

table and heads for the dog! 
 

Resolution 
 

Miss Pickup tells Iggy Dog to run, and then 
she leaps on the laptop and pulls out the 

power cable to stop it. 
 

Ending 
 

Miss Pickup decides to finish the planning 
tomorrow! 

 
 

Build Up 
 

She finally notices there is something 
wrong, and Iggy Dog does as well! 

 
 

Opening 
 

Miss Pickup is so focused on her planning 
that she doesn’t notice the laptop starting 

to growl. 
 



Task 10: (1 hour) Write your story! 
(First, you might want to re-read or re-listen to ‘The Vacuum Cleaner’ story, 

and read my example story ‘The Laptop’ on the next page.) 

Checklist for writing – use this to support you with 
what you need to remember to include: 
• Write in the third person (using the character’s 

name, and the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and ‘him’ or 
‘she’ and ‘her’). 

• Incorporate figurative language (simile, 
metaphor, and personification). 

• Use interesting verbs (action or doing words). 
• Try to have some dialogue/ direct speech, (even if 

it’s just the character shouting at the monster, or 
thinking aloud to themselves!) 



The Laptop 
 Miss Pickup was so focused on finishing planning the Writing task for the children 
that, at first, she didn’t notice the laptop had started to make a strange noise. “Why is the 
laptop whirring so loudly?” She thought to herself, typing madly. But the harder and faster she 
typed, the louder the strange noise became, until she finally noticed that the computer had 
begun to vibrate angrily. An ice-cold shiver started sneaking down her spine, as the movement 
intensified. 
 Miss Pickup’s startled fingers paused, mid-word, hovering lightly above the keys like 
fireflies hover over a pond. “Grrrrrr!” Went the laptop, in what was unmistakably an 
animalistic growl. Iggy Dog, who up until this moment had been snoring happily on the sofa, 
sat up suddenly, his hackles rising. 
 Miss Pickup told her disbelief to keep quiet. “It’s alright, Iggy Dog,” she reassured 
him. “Go back to sleep!” But her voice seemed to anger the laptop and, to her horror, it 
started snapping at her fingers like an angry crocodile: snap, snap, snap! Her terrified fingers 
curled into protective fists, desperate to defend themselves, as the laptop leapt forwards, still 
snapping frenziedly. Miss Pickup pushed her chair backwards, trying to escape the machine’s 
advancing jaws. 
 Iggy Dog began to bark at the machine’s antics, unfortunately drawing the attention 
of the creature away from Miss Pickup, and onto himself. Then, before Miss Pickup could stop 
it, the laptop leaped from the table, as fast as a flash of lightning, and began to lollop towards 
Iggy Dog in an ungainly fashion, trailing its mouse and power cable across the carpet behind it 
like a pair of thin, black tails. The snake of fear began to slither into Miss Pickup’s mind. “No, 
not the dog!” she cried, leaping after the hard-shelled black beast. “RUN, Iggy Dog!” 
 Iggy Dog ran, shooting out of the open back door like a bullet from a gun, as Miss 
Pickup flung herself down on the laptop, slammed the lid shut, and pulled out the power 
cable. The laptop lay, silent and still, with no further sign of movement or sound.  
 “I think I’ll finish that planning tomorrow,” Miss Pickup told the empty room. 



Task 11: (15 minutes)  
Reflection 

After you’ve finished writing, I’d like you to go over your 
story, and do the following: 
1. Read it out loud, preferably to a family member, to 

make sure it makes sense, and that you haven’t 
repeated yourself, or missed any words out. 

2. Make sure you have written in the third person. 
3. Underline any phrases where you have used 

figurative language (similes, metaphor, or 
personification). 

4. Circle all the verbs you have used. If you find any 
boring ones that you haven’t made interesting yet, go 
back to the thesaurus and improve your verb choices. 



Task 12: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your Task 10 extended writing, 
along with your Art, Maths, and other 
learning, and email them to us as attachments 
via the class email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 


