
Giraffe Class  
Reading and Writing 

Term 6 Week 4 Activities 

Short Stories  

Stories with Morals 

Aesop’s Fables 

Vain Birds 



Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• Log on to the Reading Eggs site and spend 
some time working on there – ideally 2-3 
times a week. 

• I have set you to the correct level of work. 

• So get cracking! (Get it?) 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 

 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/
https://readingeggs.co.uk/


A Change of Direction 

• For the rest of this term, we are going to set ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory’ to one side, and focus instead on 
reading some short stories. However, please finish reading 
this book on your own, as it really is a great story. 

• This term, you are going to be writing some short stories. 
We are going to read short stories every week for 
inspiration, and link our writing to elements of them. 

• This week, we are looking at three, very short stories. 
They are three of Aesop’s Fables, and focus on the theme 
of vanity. 

• These short stories are written in the third person, and 
contain a moral. They have no dialogue, and are designed 
to teach children a lesson. We will be focusing our tasks 
around writing our own fables this week. 



Task 1: Dictionary Work! (10 minutes) 

• Look up these words using an online dictionary, 
such as https://dictionary.cambridge.org/. 

• You will need to know what they mean in order 
to understand the work this week. 

• You are looking at the meaning of the first three 
words that is linked to your appearance, or 
wanting something. 

1. Pride 
2. Vain 
3. Envious 
4. Moral (of a story) 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Answers: Task 1: Dictionary Work! 

1. Pride: The belief that you are better or more 
important than other people, e.g. Pride was his 
downfall. 

2. Vain: Too interested in your own appearance or 
achievements, e.g. He was very vain about his hair 
and his clothes. 

3. Envious: Wishing you had what another person has, 
e.g. I'm very envious of your new coat - it's beautiful. 

4. Moral (of a story): The moral of a story, event, or 
experience is the message that you understand from 
it about how you should or should not behave, e.g. 
And the moral of the story is that honesty is always 
the best policy. 
 



Aesop’s Fables 

 This is a collection of tales from the 
Greek story teller, Aesop. Aesop was a slave in 
ancient Greece. He was a keen observer of both 
animals and people.  
 Most of the characters in his stories are 
animals, some of which take on human 
characteristics and are personified in ways of 
speech and emotions. However, the majority of 
his characters retain their animalistic qualities; 
tortoises are slow, hares are quick, tigers eat 
birds, etc.  
 Aesop uses these qualities and natural 
tendencies of animals to focus on human traits 
and wisdom. Each fable has an accompanying 
moral to be learned from the tale. 



Task 2: (20 minutes) Reading 
• Read these three short stories – Aesop’s Fables – about vain birds. 
• The stories are in a separate PDF document in the ‘Supporting Resources’ 

section with this week’s documents on the class page. 
• Below are links to the videos of me reading the stories out loud to Gerry 

the Giraffe (and Iggy Dog) for you to listen to. If you can print the stories 
out, please do – if not, start the video playing, then click back to the 
story on the screen. Try to follow the words of the stories with your left 
index finger as I read. 

• Story 1: The Peacock: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABKSiP9fBP8 
• Story 2: The Vain Jackdaw: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvZnfhJ5CW0 
• Story 3: A Raven & a Swan: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXFi27mXDZ0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABKSiP9fBP8
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Task 3: (45 minutes) (15 per story) 
Comprehension Questions on the stories 

• Your next task is to answer some 
comprehension questions on the stories. 

• There are three sets of questions – one set of 
ten questions for each of the three stories. 

• You can listen to or read each story again, as 
many times as you like, to help you. 



Task 3: Story 1: The Peacock 
Comprehension Questions 

1. Who gave the peacock his beautiful feathers? 
2. Find out who this person is, using Google to help you. 
3. Which four colours do his feathers consist of? 
4. Find a word that means ‘walked’ in the first paragraph. 
5. Which beautiful bird does the peacock now outshine? 
6. What does the peacock feel ‘a desire’ to do? 
7. Why could the peacock not achieve his desire? 
8. Find an adjective that describes the grandness of the 

peacock’s feathers in the second paragraph. 
9. Look up these words using an online dictionary: 

encumbered and oppressed. 
10. What do you think the story is trying to teach us? 

 



Answers: Task 3: Story 1: The Peacock 
Comprehension Questions 

Story 1: The Peacock 
 
1. Juno gave the peacock his beautiful feathers. 
2. Juno is a Roman goddess. 
3. His feathers consist of the four colours emerald, gold, purple, and azure. 
4. The word that means ‘walked’ in the first paragraph is ‘strutted’. 
5. The beautiful bird that the peacock now outshines is the pheasant. 
6. The peacock feels ‘a desire’ to fly. 
7. The peacock could not achieve his desire because his feathers weighed him 

down. 
8. An adjective that describes the grandness of the peacock’s feathers in the 

second paragraph is ‘magnificent’. 
9. Encumbered: prevented from making quick progress by having to carry heavy 

objects or deal with important duties and responsibilities. oppressed: governed 
in an unfair and cruel way and prevented from having opportunities and 
freedom. 

10. I think the story is trying to teach us not to be vain, and to be careful what you 
give up to look good. 
 



Task 3: Story 2: The Vain Jackdaw 

Comprehension Questions 

1. Where was the Jackdaw flying when he saw the Peacocks? 
2. What is the collective noun for a group of birds? (Find it in the first 

paragraph). 
3. What did the Jackdaw do to try to fit in with the Peacocks? 
4. Find a word that means ‘no longer wanted’ in the second 

paragraph. 
5. Why do you think the Jackdaw strutted among the other Jackdaws 

while wearing his new feathers? 
6. Why do you think the Peacocks were so angry with the Jackdaw? 
7. Find a word in the fourth paragraph that means ‘friends’. 
8. The Jackdaw is thought to have ‘superior’ airs towards his peers. 

What do you think this means? 
9. Find a metaphor in the final paragraph that shows how the 

Jackdaw was treated by his own kind. 
10. What do you think the story is trying to teach us? 
 

 



Answers: Task 3: Story 2: The Vain Jackdaw 

Comprehension Questions 
1. The Jackdaw was flying over the garden of the King’s palace when he 

saw the Peacocks. 
2. The collective noun for a group of birds is a flock. 
3. The Jackdaw wore some Peacock feathers to try to fit in with the 

Peacocks. 
4. A word that means ‘no longer wanted’ in the second paragraph is 

‘castoff’. 
5. I think the Jackdaw strutted among the other Jackdaws while wearing his 

new feathers because he wanted to show off. 
6. I think the Peacocks were so angry with the Jackdaw because he was 

pretending to be something he was not (a Peacock). 
7. A word in the fourth paragraph that means ‘friends’ is ‘companions’. 
8. I think ‘superior’ means he thinks he is better than them. 
9. A metaphor in the final paragraph that shows how the Jackdaw was 

treated by his own kind is ‘they drove him away with a rain of pecks and 
jeers.’ 

10. I think the story is trying to teach us not to pretend to be something we 
are not. 

 
 



Task 3: Story 3: A Raven & a Swan 

Comprehension Questions 

1. Find a simile in the first paragraph that describes the Raven’s 
appearance.  

2. Find a simile in the first paragraph that describes the Swan’s 
appearance.  

3. Find a word in the first paragraph that means ‘stupid’. 
4. Can you think of another word that has a similar meaning to  

‘envious’? 
5. What idea did the Raven get? 
6. What do swans eat, according to the story? 
7. Find two examples  of repetition in the second paragraph. 
8. Find a word in the second paragraph that means ‘stayed’. 
9. A lot of Aesop’s Fables result in the main character dying or 

getting hurt through their silly behaviour. Why do you think there 
are such harsh consequences in the Fables? 

10. What do you think the story is trying to teach us? 
 
 
 
 
 



Answers: Task 3: Story 3: A Raven & a Swan 

Comprehension Questions 
1. A simile in the first paragraph that describes the Raven’s appearance is 

‘black as coal’. 
2. A simile in the first paragraph that describes the Swan’s appearance is 

‘as white as the purest snow.’ 
3. A word in the first paragraph that means ‘stupid’ is ‘foolish’. 
4. Another word that has a similar meaning to  ‘envious’ is ‘jealous’. 
5. The Raven’s idea was that if he lived like the Swan, he would look like 

the Swan. 
6. Swans eat weeds and plants that grow in the water, according to the 

story. 
7. Two examples  of repetition in the second paragraph are ‘washed and 

washed’ and ‘thinner and thinner’. 
8. A word in the second paragraph that means ‘stayed’ is ‘remained’. 
9.  I think there are such harsh consequences in the Fables to scare people 

so that they don’t do silly things or behave badly. 
10. I think the story is trying to teach us to be happy with who we are. 

 
 
 
 
 



Task 4: (45 minutes) Art 

• Draw one of the birds mentioned in the three Aesop’s 
Fables short stories we have read. 

• The medium you choose might be influenced by which 
bird you draw – e.g. a Swan would best suit a pencil 
sketch, whereas a Peacock might be best rendered in 
paint or colouring pens. 

• You might like to find a picture on the Internet to copy. 

• I have put some examples on the next few pages to 
help you. 

• You may choose from: Peacock, Pheasant, Jackdaw, 
Raven or Swan. 



Peacock 



Pheasant 



Jackdaw 



Raven 



Swan 



This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to write your own fable, 
just like one of Aesop’s Fables. 

• I want you to focus your fable on the same theme 
as the Vain Birds stories – the idea of being vain 
having bad consequences! 

• Your story has got to have a meaning or moral – it 
is going to teach the reader the right way to 
behave. 

• You are going to write in the third person, just like 
in the story. There is a recap of the third person 
(from last week) on the next few pages. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• This week, I’d like you to write your story in 
the third person. (From the outside). 

• This is slightly harder than writing in the first 
person (which uses the pronouns I, me, my, 
mine). (From the inside). 

• When writing in the third person, you will 
need to use your character’s name, and talk 
about them using the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and 
‘him’ or ‘she’ and ‘her’. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• Watch this short video to help you further 
understand the first person and third person: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw
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Task 5: (30 minutes) Inventing 

• You are going to spend some time thinking of ideas for 
your story. 

• You might want to make a mind-map or a list of 
animals, ideas about what silly things they might do or 
stupid ways they might behave because they are vain, 
and the consequences of their behaviour. 

• Here are some ideas to get you started: 
– A horse who wants a long, flowing mane and tail like the 

horses in a painting. Consequence: they get tangled in his 
legs when he tries to gallop. 

– A dog who wants wings so he can fly and chase after the 
birds. Consequence: he gets stuck in a tree. 

– A monkey who wants to wear clothes like a person. 
Consequence: he gets mistaken for a child and sent to 
school. 



Task 6: (20 minutes)  
Improving Verbs – Just like last week! 
• In your story, there’s going to be lots of action, which 

means lots of verbs (doing or action words). 
• Aesop uses interesting verbs in his stories such as: ‘granted’, 

‘begged’, ‘decked’, ‘gleaming’, ‘regarded’, ‘strutted’, 
‘returned’, ‘remained’, and ‘encumbered’. 

• Try to use interesting verbs in your writing, rather than 
boring ones! Use an online thesaurus to help you improve 
your verb choices, such as: https://www.thesaurus.com/ 

• Practise on these verbs below (or think of your own): 
1. Walk     6. Want 
2. Ask     7. Reach 
3. Put     8. Take 
4. Try      9. See 
5. Jump     10. Tell 

 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


Task 7: (30 minutes)  
Planning Your Story 

• Take some time to plan your story. 
• You might want to add to your mind-map, or you might 

like to use the story planning mountain that we have 
used before to plan your story. 

• I have put the story planning mountain on the next 
page, and the story mountain plan for my story on the 
page after that, as a model for you to use. 

 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Up 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Planning Mountain: The Vain Horse 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 

All of the other horses want to run around their field and have fun. The Horse 
tries to run as well, but his legs get tangled in the ridiculously long mane and 

tail he has grown and he ends up falling over, trussed up in his hair! 
 

Resolution 
 

Not all fables have a resolution, you don’t 
need to include one! 

 

Ending 
 

The Horse gets laughed at by his friends 
for being so vain. 

 
 

Build Up 
 

The Goddess Juno grants him his wish, and 
his mane and tail grow really, really long. 

 
 

Opening 
 

The Horse sees a painting of a horse with a 
long, flowing mane and tail. He wishes he 

had a mane and tail like that. 
 







Task 8: (1 hour) Write your story! 
(First, you might want to re-read or re-listen to the three Aesop’s Fables 
again, and read my example story ‘The Vain Horse’ on the next page.) 

Checklist for writing – use this to support you with what you 
need to remember to include: 
• Write in the third person, using the character’s name (e.g. 

The Horse), and the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and ‘him’ or ‘she’ 
and ‘her’. 

• Incorporate a simile, like Aesop does (e.g. ‘as white as 
snow’). 

• Use interesting verbs (action or doing words). 
• Try to include some repetition, like Aesop does in the story 

about the Raven. 
• Make sure there is a moral to the story – a lesson you are 

trying to teach the reader about vain behaviour! 
• Sum up the moral of your story in a final sentence at the 

bottom of the story, just like Aesop does. 
 



The Vain Horse 
(interesting verbs, repetition, 

simile, moral) 

 A Horse one day chanced to see a beautiful painting of one of his own kind, 
with a stunningly long, flowing mane, and a silky, endless tail. He wished that he too 
had a mane and tail like the horse in the painting, rather than his short mane and 
cropped tail, which is how most horses’ hair is kept by their human owners. 
 One night, just as the horse was attempting to sleep, curled up in the lush, 
green grass of his paddock under the summer moonlight, the goddess Juno appeared, 
and granted him his wish. His mane began to grow long past his shoulders, and spread 
out across the grass like a waterfall, and his tail likewise began to get longer and 
longer. 
 The next morning, when the Horse awoke to the sound of a chorus of birds 
in the hedgerows, his mane and tail were as long as those of the horse in the painting. 
He stood up, and shook his mane, and waved his tail, and enjoyed the admiring 
comments of his fellow horses. 
 But as the morning wore on, the Horse began to get increasingly frustrated 
with his new locks. His mane flopped on the ground when he was eating, and he 
ended up chewing on mane more often than grass. His tail dragged behind him on the 
ground, catching on thistles and clumps of grass. And then, when the other horses 
wanted to gallop around and play, he found that his long, flowing mane and silky, 
endless tail got tangled around his legs as he began to run, and brought him crashing 
to the ground, much to the amusement of all the other horses, who laughed at him. 
 Do not let your vanity interfere with your enjoyment of life. 



Task 9: (15 minutes)  
Reflection 

After you’ve finished writing, I’d like you to go over your 
story, and do the following: 
1. Read it out loud, preferably to a family member, to 

make sure it makes sense, and that you haven’t 
repeated yourself, or missed any words out. 

2. Make sure you have written in the third person. 
3. Underline any phrases where you have used a simile. 
4. Circle all the verbs you have used. If you find any 

boring ones that you haven’t made interesting yet, go 
back to the thesaurus and improve your verb choices. 

5. Make sure you have summed up the moral of your 
story in a final sentence at the bottom of the story, 
just like Aesop does. 



Task 10: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your Task 10 extended writing, 
along with your Art, Maths, and other 
learning, and email them to us as attachments 
via the class email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Aesop’s Fables 

• If you want to read some more of Aesop’s 
Fables, you can here, on this website: 

• http://www.read.gov/aesop/001.html 
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