
Giraffe Class  
Reading and 

Writing 
Term 6 Week 5 

Activities 

Short Stories  
Fairy Tales 

The Brothers Grimm 
Structure and Repetition 

Enchantments and Numbers 



Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• This week, I have set you a Reading Eggspress 
Lesson called ‘Comprehension Lesson 74 
Invisi-pets’, about inference.  

• Please watch it carefully, then do the 
questions and work at the end. 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 
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A Change of Direction 

• For the rest of this term, we are going to set ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory’ to one side, and focus instead on 
reading some short stories. However, please finish reading 
this book on your own, as it really is a great story. 

• This term, you are going to be writing some short stories. 
We are going to read short stories every week for 
inspiration, and link our writing to elements of them. 

• This week, we are looking at fairy tales. Some of these 
stories are very, very old, and were passed down orally – 
that means by people telling the stories to each other and 
to their children, some of them for centuries, before they 
were written down. 

• We are going to write our own fairy tale, based on the one 
we will study this week, over this week and next week. 
We are going to spread our writing task over two weeks 
so that we have time to develop a whole, complete story. 



Task 1: Dictionary Work! (20 minutes) 

• Look up these words using an online dictionary, such as 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/. 

• You will need to know what they mean in order to 
understand the story this week. 

1. Disorderly 
2. Mock 
3. Wise 
4. Permit 
5. Suffocate 
6. Resemble 
7. Distinguish 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Answers : Task 1: Dictionary Work!  
1. Disorderly: untidy and badly organized. E.g. It's a disorderly sort of a 

house with books and papers lying around everywhere. 
2. Mock: to laugh at someone, often by copying them in a funny but 

unkind way. E.g. They were mocking him because he kept falling off 
his bike. 

3. Wise: having or showing the ability to make good judgments, based 
on a deep understanding and experience of life. E.g. I think you made 
a wise choice. 

4. Permit: to allow something. E.g. The security system will not permit 
you to enter without the correct password. 

5. Suffocate: to (cause someone to) die because of not having enough 
oxygen. E.g. The report said that the victims had suffocated in the 
fumes. 

6. Resemble: to look like or be like someone or something. E.g. You 
resemble your mother very closely. 

7. Distinguish: to notice or understand the difference between two 
things, or to make one person or thing seem different from another. 
E.g. He's colour-blind and can't distinguish (the difference) between 
red and green easily. 



Fairy Tales 

• A fairy tale is a story, often intended for children, that features 
fanciful and wondrous characters such as princes, princesses, elves, 
goblins, wizards, and even, but not necessarily, fairies. They have 
fantastic and magical settings or magical influences within a story, 
rather than the presence of a fairy within that story.  

• Fairy tales are often traditional; many were passed down 
from generation to generation, often doe centuries, before being 
recorded in books. 

• Examples of fairy tales include: Snow White, Cinderella, Rip Van 
Winkle, The Twelve Dancing Princesses, and Rumpelstiltskin 

• Nobody really knows who first told the stories, because they were 
not written down until many years later. The Grimm Brothers were 
famous for collecting and publishing lots of fairy tales in a book. 

• If a story takes place in a magical land, with fantastical creatures 
who perform wondrous tasks, it is very likely a fairy tale. 



Task 2: (30 minutes) ‘The Brothers Grimm’  
Reading Comprehension 

• Read the text on ‘The 
Brothers Grimm’ and 
then answers the 
questions. 

• The full size text, the 
questions, and the 
answers are in a 
separate PDF 
document in this 
week’s ‘Supporting 
Resources’ section for 
this week on the class 
page. 



Task 3: (20 minutes) Reading:  
‘The Queen Bee’ 

• You are going to read a fairy-tale called ‘The Queen Bee’, a 
Grimm Brothers tale. 

• Here is the video of me reading it aloud on the school 
YouTube channel: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urd6LqIkNaE&t=2s 
• Try to follow the text with your left index finger as I read – 

either on your printed story or on the screen. 
• The story is in a separate PDF document in the ‘Supporting 

Resources’ section for this week on the class page. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urd6LqIkNaE&t=2s


Task 4: (30 minutes) ‘The Queen Bee’ 
Reading Comprehension 

• You are now going to answer some questions on the 
story ‘The Queen Bee’. 

• You will need to use the skill of inference to help you 
with some of the answers. 

• The Reading Eggspress lesson I mentioned earlier will 
be helpful, so go and do it if you haven’t already! 



Task 4: ‘The Queen Bee’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 1) 

1. Why do you think that the two elder princes left 
their brother behind when they first went away? 

2. Which of the three brothers is the kindest, and 
how do you know this? 

3. Which three creatures does the youngest 
brother protect from his two elder brothers? 

4. What is the enchantment that has been placed 
on the castle? 

5. From what you know about fairy tales, who do 
you think has placed the enchantment on the 
castle? 



Answers: Task 4: ‘The Queen Bee’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 1) 

1. I think that the two elder princes left their brother behind 
when they first went away because he was too young to 
go with them. 

2. The youngest of the three brothers is the kindest, because 
he stops the other two brothers from hurting innocent 
creatures. 

3. The three creatures that the youngest brother protects 
from his two elder brothers are: ants, ducks, and bees. 

4. The enchantment that has been placed on the castle is 
that every living thing in it is either sleeping or turned to 
stone (apart from the little grey man!) 

5. From what I know about fairy tales, I think either a bad 
fairy or a witch has placed the enchantment on the castle. 



Task 4: ‘The Queen Bee’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 2) 

6. Do you think that the three tasks could have 
been achieved if the prince was not helped by 
the creatures? Explain your answer. 

7. Which part of the story reminds you of ‘The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe’? 

8. In the story, there are lots of threes. Which 
things are there three of? (Clue: there are six!) 

9. What is the lesson about age that the story is 
trying to teach us? 

10.What is the lesson about kindness that the story 
is trying to teach us? 



Answers: Task 4: ‘The Queen Bee’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 2) 

6. I do not think that the three tasks could have been 
achieved if the prince was not helped by the creatures 
because the tasks were impossible for a human. 

7. The part of the story that reminds me of ‘The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe’ is the enchantment that turns 
people and creatures to stone. 

8. There are (1) three princes, (2) three creatures which the 
young prince saves and who later help him, (3) three locks 
in the door, (4) three calls to the little grey man, (5) three 
tasks to perform, and (6) three princesses. 

9. The lesson about age that the story is trying to teach us is 
that just because you are young, it doesn’t mean you can’t 
achieve things. 

10. The lesson about kindness that the story is trying to teach 
us is that if you help others, they will help you. 



This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to begin writing your 
own fairy tale.  

• You are going to write the first half of your story 
this week, and the second half next week – we 
are spreading the writing task over two weeks to 
give you enough time to write a whole, finished 
story! 

• You are going to write in the third person again, 
just like in the story. There is a recap of the third 
person (from last week) on the next few pages. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• This week, I’d like you to write your story in 
the third person again. (From the outside). 

• This is slightly harder than writing in the first 
person (which uses the pronouns I, me, my, 
mine). (From the inside). 

• When writing in the third person, you will 
need to use your character’s name, and talk 
about them using the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and 
‘him’ or ‘she’ and ‘her’. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• Watch this short video to help you further 
understand the first person and third person: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw 
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Task 5: (30 minutes) Inventing 
• You are going to spend some time thinking of ideas for your story. 

Look at  ‘The Queen Bee’ for inspiration – the idea of being kind 
benefitting you later on. 

• You could also use your knowledge of other fairy tales you might 
have read and put ideas from them into your story. 

• You might want to make a mind-map of your ideas.  
• Here are some ideas to get you started: 

– Four sisters leave home to seek their fortune, meet a fortune teller, 
who says they will find their fortune in the place they least expect. The 
youngest sister behaves more kindly to everyone they meet than the 
others, including animals, and is helped by an animal to find her 
fortune at the end. 

– Two brothers have to compete to marry a beautiful princess, and the 
princess chooses the one that is kindest to animals, rather than the 
bravest or most gifted in the skills of battle. 

– Three friends help a stranger in the forest while gathering wood for 
their fires, and the stranger rewards each of them in turn, the kindest 
one getting the greatest reward. 



Task 6: (20 minutes)  
Using interesting verbs (again)! 

• In your story, there’s going to be lots of action again this week, which 
means lots of verbs (doing or action words). 

• There are lots of interesting verbs in ‘The Queen Bee’, exactly the sort 
of verbs you might use in your story. 

• First, find these verbs in the story ‘The Queen Bee’ and highlight or 
circle them, so you can see how they are used. 

• Your challenge this week is to use these 10 verbs (in whichever tense 
you like) from ‘The Queen Bee’ in your own story! 
 

1. search/searched/seek/sought  6. conduct/conducted  
2. lay/laid    7. deliver/delivered 
3. travel/travelled   8. resemble/resembled 
4. destroy/destroyed   9. distinguish/distinguished 
5. permit/permitted   10. remain/remained 

 



Task 7: (30 minutes)  
Planning Your Story 

• Take some time to plan your story. 
• Please use the story planning mountain this week, as structure is 

important in a fairy tale, and also because you are writing the story 
over two weeks, and you will need to know where it is going. 

• I have put the story planning mountain on the next page, and the 
story mountain plan for my story on the page after that, as a model 
for you to use. 

• My example story is later on, for you to use as a model. Don’t forget 
to use ‘The Queen Bee’ story as a model as well! 

 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Up 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Planning Mountain: The Vain Horse 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 

Two of the three friends argue about which task each of them should do. They 
think it would be fairer to draw straws to see who gets which task. The third 

friend says that they can do that if they want, but he will happily do the 
hardest task. 

Resolution 
The third friend does the hardest task, and 

also helps an animal, and the two other 
friends draw straws for the medium and 

easy task. All three tasks get done, and the 
stranger is grateful. 

Ending 
The three friends are given rewards by the 

stranger for their help. The two friends 
that argued get small rewards, but the 

third friend, who did the hardest task, gets 
a huge reward, and animal help. 

Build Up 
 

The stranger asks for help. There are three 
tasks he needs the friends to perform, an 
easy one, a medium one, and a hard one. 

 

Opening 
 

Three friends are gathering wood for their 
fires in the forest, when they meet a 

stranger. 





Task 8: (1 hour) Write your story! 
(Just the first half, e.g. the first three boxes of your 

story planning mountain!) 
Checklist for writing – use this to support you with what 
you need to remember to include: 
• Write in the third person, using the characters names 

(e.g. ‘the youngest prince’), and the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ 
and ‘him’, or ‘she’ and ‘her’, or ‘they’, ‘them’ and 
‘their’. 

• Include a magic number that runs through the story, 
e.g. 1, 2, 3 or 4. (higher numbers will be very hard!) 

• Use the ten interesting verbs from ‘The Queen Bee’. 
(You could use 5 or 6 this week, in the first half of your 
story, and the rest next week). 

• Include an act of kindness, that benefits a character 
later on in the story. 
 



The Three Friends: Example Story 
(the 10 verbs, magic number repeated, 

act of kindness) 

 Once, three friends travelled together into the great, dark forest that lay far 
beyond the outskirts of their city, in order to search for firewood for their fires. The 
small, local woods, which were friendly and light, had been scoured and no more 
wood was to be found there, as the city was overcrowded, and too many people 
needed firewood. 
 While they were collecting useful wood in the empty, silent gloom beneath 
the giant trees, they chanced to meet a stranger, an old man, who asked for their help. 
He was standing in a strange triangle made by three oddly-shaped oaks, in a rare 
patch of sunlight that lay on the ground (for little sunlight penetrated the thick canopy 
of leaves above).  
 “Good afternoon, friends,” said the stranger. “Would you permit me to ask 
for your help with three tasks that I need to perform?” 
 Of course, the three friends at once agreed to help the old man, who looked 
frail and weak.  
 “There are three tasks,” the stranger told them, “an easy one, a medium 
one, and a hard one. The first, easy task is to gather some firewood for my fire, so that 
I may cook and keep myself warm at night. The second, medium task is to  fix my 
house, which has holes in the walls and missing planks, so that I might be safe from 
the wind and the beasts which roam these parts. The third, hardest task, is to feed my 
dragon, which I keep in the shed beside the house.” 
 Two of the three friends shuddered, and paled at the thought of a dragon. 



The Three Friends: Example Story (continued) 
(the 10 verbs, magic number repeated, 

first act of kindness) 

 The two of them began to argue about which task each of the three 
should do. They eventually decided it would be fairer to draw straws to see 
which of the three got which task. But the third friend, who had been 
listening with disappointment to the arguing of his companions, said that 
they could draw straws if they wanted, but he would happily do the hardest 
of the three tasks, and feed the dragon. 
 The first friend spent some minutes picking up more firewood from 
the forest, and then presented his stash of wood to the old man, who thanked 
him gratefully. 
 The second friend also sought out pieces of wood, but he searched 
for flatter, wider pieces, and chopped suitable shapes from the wood, and 
using the old man’s hammer and nails, he fixed the house, which the old man 
had conducted them to. 
 Finally, it was time for the third and hardest task. The kind friend, 
who had volunteered to feed the dragon, gathered his courage.  
 “The dragon eats rabbits, mice, squirrels, small woodland 
creatures,” the old man told him. “Find enough to satisfy my dragon’s 
hunger.” 
 To be continued… 



Task 9: (15 minutes)  
Reflection 

After you’ve finished writing, I’d like you to go over your 
story, and do the following: 
1. Read it out loud, preferably to a family member, to 

make sure it makes sense, and that you haven’t 
repeated yourself, or missed any words out. 

2. Make sure you have written in the third person. 
3. Make sure you have included a magic number that is 

repeated throughout the story. 
4. Circle or highlight the verbs from the list from ‘The 

Queen Bee’ that have used. Have you used at least 5 
or 6 out of the 10? 

5. Make sure you have included an act of kindness, that 
benefits the character later in the story. 



Task 10: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your extended writing, along 
with your Art, Maths, and other learning, and 
email them to us as attachments via the class 
email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Fairy Tales - The Brothers Grimm 

• If you want to read some more of the fairy tales collected 
by The Brothers Grimm, you can here, on this website: 

• https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~spok/grimmtmp/ 
• Warning: these are the original tales, so be mindful that 

they might be more violent than the versions you are used 
to in modern children’s books. 
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