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Reading and 

Writing 
Term 6 Week 6 

Activities 

Short Stories  
Fairy Tales 

The Brothers Grimm 
Structure and Repetition 

Enchantments and Numbers 



Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• Last week, I set you a Reading Eggspress Lesson 
called ‘Comprehension Lesson 74 Invisi-pets’, 
about inference – well done to those of you who 
completed it! 

• This week, I have set you another Reading 
Eggspress Lesson called ‘Comprehension Lesson 
82 – Fairy’s Wings’, which also gets you to use 
inference. Please work through the lesson. 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 
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This Week: 

• This week, we are continuing to look at fairy tales. 
• Some of these stories are very, very old, and were 

passed down orally – that means by people telling the 
stories to each other and to their children, some of 
them for centuries, before they were written down. 

• We are going to finish writing our own fairy tale, based 
on the one we studied last week, ‘The Queen Bee’, this 
week. (We started writing it last week – we are 
spreading our writing task over two weeks so that we 
have time to develop a whole, complete story.) 

• This week, there is another fairy tale for you to read, 
also using the magic number three, called ‘The Three 
Brothers’, and I have finished my story as a model for 
you to use as well (which also uses threes!). 



Task 1: Dictionary Work! (20 minutes) 

• Look up these words using an online dictionary, such as 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/. 

• You will need to know what they mean in order to 
understand the story ‘The Three Brothers’ this week. 

• Make sure you pick the correct definition for each word 
– sometimes there are more than one! 

1. Forefathers 
2. Masterpiece 
3. Trade 
4. Content 
5. Vex 
6. Consult 

 
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Answers: Task 1: Dictionary Work!  

1. Forefathers: someone's relatives who lived a long 
time ago. 

2. Masterpiece: a skilful or impressive example of 
something. 

3. Trade: a job, especially one that needs special skill, 
that involves working with your hands. 

4. Content: pleased with your situation and not hoping 
for change or improvement. 

5. Vex: to cause difficulty to someone, or to cause 
someone to feel angry, annoyed, or upset. 

6. Consult: to discuss something with someone before 
you make a decision. 

 



Fairy Tales 

• A fairy tale is a story, often intended for children, that features 
fanciful and wondrous characters such as princes, princesses, elves, 
goblins, wizards, and even, but not necessarily, fairies. They have 
fantastic and magical settings or magical influences within a story, 
rather than the presence of a fairy within that story.  

• Fairy tales are often traditional; many were passed down 
from generation to generation, often doe centuries, before being 
recorded in books. 

• Examples of fairy tales include: Snow White, Cinderella, Rip Van 
Winkle, The Twelve Dancing Princesses, and Rumpelstiltskin 

• Nobody really knows who first told the stories, because they were 
not written down until many years later. The Grimm Brothers were 
famous for collecting and publishing lots of fairy tales in a book. 

• If a story takes place in a magical land, with fantastical creatures 
who perform wondrous tasks, it is very likely a fairy tale. 



Task 2: (30 minutes)  
‘Fairy Tale Wordsearch!’ 

• I have made you a 
fairy tale wordsearch, 
which is in a separate 
PDF document in the 
‘Supporting 
Resources’ section of 
the class page. 

• Can you find all 
twenty titles of the 
popular fairy tales? 
How many have you 
read? 



Task 3: (20 minutes) Reading:  
‘The Three Brothers’ 

• You are going to read a fairy-tale called ‘The Three 
Brothers’ this week, another Grimm Brothers tale. 

• Here is the video of me reading it aloud on the school 
YouTube channel: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqEZzQ_LZNk 
• Try to follow the text with your left index finger as I read – 

either on your printed story or on the screen. 
• The story is in a separate PDF document in the ‘Supporting 

Resources’ section for this week on the class page. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqEZzQ_LZNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqEZzQ_LZNk


Task 4: (30 minutes) ‘The Three 
Brothers’ Reading Comprehension 

• You are now going to answer some questions on the 
story ‘The Three Brothers’. 

• You will need to use the skill of inference to help you 
with some of the answers. 

• The Reading Eggspress lessons I mentioned earlier 
will be helpful, so go and do them if you haven’t 
already! 



Task 4: ‘The Three Brothers’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 1) 

1. Why does the father not want to sell his house? 

2. Apart from deciding who to leave the house to, 
what do you think the father’s other reason was 
in getting his sons to each learn a useful trade? 

3. Which three trades did the three sons choose to 
learn? 

4. How did the second son show off his skill? 

5. How did the first son show off his skill? 

 



Answers: Task 4: ‘The Three Brothers’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 1) 

1. The father does not want to sell his house because it 
had belonged to his forefathers. 

2. The father’s other reason in getting his sons to each 
learn a useful trade was so that they could earn 
enough money to support themselves when he died. 

3. The three trades the three sons chose to learn were: 
the first decided to become a blacksmith, the second 
decided to become a barber, and the third decided to 
become a fencing-master. 

4. The second son showed off his skill by shaving off a 
hare’s whiskers as it was running past. 

5. The first son showed off his skill by re-shoeing a horse 
as it was galloping by. 



Task 4: ‘The Three Brothers’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 2) 

6. How did the third son show off his skill? 

7. Which son’s skill was the father most impressed 
by? 

8. Which verb shows that the father was really 
impressed with the third son’s skill? 

9. Why do you think the third son allowed his two 
brothers to also live in the house that he had 
rightfully won? 

10.Where were the three brothers buried when 
they died? 



Answers: Task 4: ‘The Three Brothers’ 
Comprehension Questions (Page 2) 

6. The third son showed off his skill by keeping 
himself dry by flourishing his sword while it 
was raining heavily. 

7. The father was most impressed by the third 
son’s skill. 

8. The verb shows that the father was really 
impressed with the third son’s skill is ‘amazed’. 

9. I think the third son allowed his two brothers to 
also live in the house that he had rightfully won 
because he was kind and he loved his brothers. 

10.The three brothers were buried  in the same 
grave when they died. 



This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to finish writing your 
own fairy tale (the one you started last week).  

• You are going to write the second half of your 
story this week – we have spread the writing 
task over two weeks to give you enough time to 
write a whole, finished story! 

• You are going to write in the third person again, 
just like in the example stories. There is a recap 
of the third person on the next few pages. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• This week, I’d like you to write your story in 
the third person again. (From the outside). 

• This is slightly harder than writing in the first 
person (which uses the pronouns I, me, my, 
mine). (From the inside). 

• When writing in the third person, you will 
need to use your character’s name, and talk 
about them using the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ and 
‘him’ or ‘she’ and ‘her’. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• Watch this short video to help you further 
understand the first person and third person: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt3nvcw 
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Task 5: (30 minutes) Recapping 

• You will need to recap your work from last week 
before you begin writing this week. 

• You should: 
– Read your plan from last week – your story planning 

mountain, mind map, or any notes you made. 

– Read the first half of your story through again, and 
compare it to your planning, to see what you have 
already written, and what you have left to write. 

– Check which of the interesting verbs you managed to 
use – I know it was a really hard challenge, so well 
done if you used any of them! Try to use some more 
of them in the second half of your story. 



Task 6: (20 minutes)  
Using interesting verbs (again)! 

• In your story, there’s going to be lots of action again this week, 
which means lots of verbs (doing or action words). 

• There are lots of interesting verbs in ‘The Queen Bee’, exactly 
the sort of verbs you might use in your story. 

• Your challenge again this week is to use these 10 verbs (in 
whichever tense you like) from ‘The Queen Bee’ in your own 
story! 

• I will be impressed if you manage to use five or more! 
1. search/searched/seek/sought  6. conduct/conducted  
2. lay/laid    7. deliver/delivered 
3. travel/travelled   8. resemble/resembled 
4. destroy/destroyed  9. distinguish/distinguished 
5. permit/permitted  10. remain/remained 

 



Task 7: (30 minutes)  
Finish Planning Your Story 

• Take some time to make sure your plan for your story is complete (if 
you didn’t finish it last week). 

• Hopefully, you used the story planning mountain to help you, as 
structure is very important in fairy tales. 

• I have put the story planning mountain on the next page, and the 
story mountain plan for my story on the page after that, as a model 
for you to use (if you haven’t already). 

• My example story is later on, for you to use as a model. Don’t forget 
to use ‘The Queen Bee’ story from last week as a model as well! 

 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Up 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening 
 
 
 
 
 



Story Planning Mountain: The Three Friends 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 

Two of the three friends argue about which task each of them should do. They 
think it would be fairer to draw straws to see who gets which task. The third 

friend says that they can do that if they want, but he will happily do the 
hardest task. 

Resolution 
The third friend does the hardest task, and 

also helps an animal, and the two other 
friends draw straws for the medium and 

easy task. All three tasks get done, and the 
stranger is grateful. 

Ending 
The three friends are given rewards by the 

stranger for their help. The two friends 
that argued get small rewards, but the 

third friend, who did the hardest task, gets 
a huge reward, and animal help. 

Build Up 
 

The stranger asks for help. There are three 
tasks he needs the friends to perform, an 
easy one, a medium one, and a hard one. 

 

Opening 
 

Three friends are gathering wood for their 
fires in the forest, when they meet a 

stranger. 





Task 8: (1 hour) Write your story! 
(Just the first half, e.g. the first three boxes of your 

story planning mountain!) 
Checklist for writing – use this to support you with what 
you need to remember to include: 
• Write in the third person, using the characters names 

(e.g. ‘the youngest prince’), and the pronouns ‘he’, ‘his’ 
and ‘him’, or ‘she’ and ‘her’, or ‘they’, ‘them’ and 
‘their’. 

• Include a magic number that runs through the story, 
e.g. 1, 2, 3 or 4. (higher numbers will be very hard!) 

• Use the ten interesting verbs from ‘The Queen Bee’. 
(Check which ones you used last week, in the first half 
of your story, and try to use the rest this week). 

• Include an act of kindness, that benefits a character 
later on in the story. 
 



Miss Pickup’s Story: The Three Friends 

• I seem to have written a really long story, and I really 
enjoyed writing it for you! (Don’t worry – your story 
doesn’t have to be as long as mine!) 

• Please don’t feel that you have to read it all on the screen – 
I have copied it out into a PDF document, and added it to 
the ‘Supporting Resources’ section of the class page, with 
much bigger writing. 

• I have also recorded a video of me reading it and added it 
to the school YouTube channel, here: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijYNLBYhxNw&t=10s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijYNLBYhxNw&t=10s


The Three Friends: Example Story 
Part 1 (Last week) (the 10 verbs, magic number repeated) 

 Once, three friends travelled together into the great, dark forest that lay far 
beyond the outskirts of their city, in order to search for firewood for their fires. The 
small, local woods, which were friendly and light, had been scoured and no more 
wood was to be found there, as the city was overcrowded, and too many people 
needed firewood. 
 While they were collecting useful wood in the empty, silent gloom beneath 
the giant trees, they chanced to meet a stranger, an old man, who asked for their help. 
He was standing in a strange triangle made by three oddly-shaped oaks, in a rare 
patch of sunlight that lay on the ground (for little sunlight penetrated the thick canopy 
of leaves above).  
 “Good afternoon, friends,” said the stranger. “Would you permit me to ask 
for your help with three tasks that I need to perform?” 
 Of course, the three friends at once agreed to help the old man, who looked 
frail and weak.  
 “There are three tasks,” the stranger told them, “an easy one, a medium 
one, and a hard one. The first, easy task is to gather some firewood for my fire, so that 
I may cook and keep myself warm at night. The second, medium task is to fix my 
house, which has holes in the walls and missing planks, so that I might be safe from 
the wind and the beasts which roam these parts. The third, hardest task, is to feed my 
dragon, which I keep in the shed beside the house.” 
 Two of the three friends shuddered, and paled at the thought of a dragon. 



The Three Friends: Example Story (continued) 
Part 1 (Last week) (the 10 verbs, magic number repeated, 

first act of kindness) 

 The two of them began to argue about which task each of the three 
should do. They eventually decided it would be fairer to draw straws to see 
which of the three got which task. But the third friend, who had been 
listening with disappointment to the arguing of his companions, said that 
they could draw straws if they wanted, but he would happily do the hardest 
of the three tasks, and feed the dragon. 
 The first friend spent some minutes picking up more firewood from 
the forest, and then presented his stash of wood to the old man, who thanked 
him gratefully. 
 The second friend also sought out pieces of wood, but he searched 
for flatter, wider pieces, and chopped suitable shapes from the wood, and 
using the old man’s hammer and nails, he fixed the house, which the old man 
had conducted them to. 
 Finally, it was time for the third and hardest task. The kind friend, 
who had volunteered to feed the dragon, gathered his courage.  
 “The dragon eats rabbits, mice, squirrels, small woodland 
creatures,” the old man told him. “Find enough to satisfy my dragon’s 
hunger.” 
 To be continued… 



The Three Friends: Example Story (continued) 
Part 2 (This week) (the 10 verbs, magic number repeated) 

 The first two friends laughed at the thought of the third friend spending 
hours and hours trying to find and capture a multitude of small woodland creatures 
for the dragon. They imagined he would struggle to round up enough while the day 
remained light.  
 But the third friend, who was as clever as he was kind, took from his pocket 
a miniature instrument, which resembled a flute, and began to play a beautiful tune. 
 As the music streamed from the tiny instrument, to the surprise of his 
companions, a parade of small woodland creatures began to make their way towards 
the group. The first two friends thought they could distinguish rabbits, mice, and 
squirrels, as requested by the strange old man, as well as voles, shrews, and rats. They 
all followed the third friend and his magical melody round the edge of the house, to 
the dragon’s shed.  
 The rest of the company flocked to the shed, too. The strange old man 
opened the shed door carefully, stepping back as a huge gust of purple-tinged smoke 
billowed out, followed by a ground-shaking roar, and the parade of small woodland 
creatures trooped in. As the tune drew to an end, the door was closed, and the dragon 
was left to consume his tunefully-delivered feast. 
 It was only then that the three friends noticed the scars and burns that 
covered the strange old man’s hands, arms, and even his face. Feeding the dragon 
must indeed by a dangerous task. They began to wonder why he bothered to keep it, 
if it was so much trouble. 



The Three Friends: Example Story (continued) 
Part 2 (This week) (the 10 verbs, magic number repeated,  

second act of kindness) 

 “Here,” said the third, kind friend, holding out his tiny flute to the strange 
old man. “I gift this to you, in order that you may continue to safely feed your 
dragon, without fear that it will one day destroy you. It was a gift that has been 
passed down through my family, but now it is my gift to you, for you have greater 
need of it.” 
 And with that, there was an almighty blast of light, which near blinded the 
three friends, and when they regained their vision, the strange old man, the house in 
the forest, and the dragon’s shed were nowhere to be seen. In their place were a 
beautiful young couple, who bowed to the three friends in gratitude. 
 “You have released us from the spell that we were under,” the handsome 
young man before them said to the third friend, “and have restored us to ourselves.” 
 “You were the first person in three hundred years that was brave enough 
and kind enough to take on the task of feeding the dragon,” smiled the pretty young 
woman, who, noticed the third friend, happened to be wearing a purple dress. 
 So the three friends took their leave of the couple, and continued with their 
task of gathering firewood, and returned to their city before nightfall. Soon after, the 
third, kindest friend came into a large fortune (which of course, he shared with his 
friends). And, for the rest of their lives, the three friends never again found a shortage 
of firewood in their small, local woods… 



Task 9: (15 minutes)  
Reflection 

After you’ve finished writing, I’d like you to go over your 
story, and do the following: 
1. Read it out loud, preferably to a family member, to 

make sure it makes sense, and that you haven’t 
repeated yourself, or missed any words out. 

2. Make sure you have written in the third person. 
3. Make sure you have included a magic number that is 

repeated throughout the story. 
4. Circle or highlight the verbs from the list from ‘The 

Queen Bee’ that have used. Have you used at least 5 
or out of the 10? 

5. Make sure you have included an act of kindness, that 
benefits the character later in the story. 



Task 10: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your extended writing, along 
with your Art, Maths, and other learning, and 
email them to us as attachments via the class 
email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Fairy Tales - The Brothers Grimm 

• If you want to read some more of the fairy tales collected 
by The Brothers Grimm, you can here, on this website: 

• https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~spok/grimmtmp/ 
• Warning: these are the original tales, so be mindful that 

they might be more violent than the versions you are used 
to in modern children’s books. 
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