
Giraffe Class  
Reading and 

Writing 
Term 6  
Week 7 

Activities 

Narrative Poetry 
Onomatopoeia 

Repetition 
Adjectives 

Simile and Metaphor 



Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• Last week, I have set you another Reading 
Eggspress Lesson called ‘Comprehension Lesson 
82 – Fairy’s Wings’, but the site seems to have 
lost it!  

• I’ve re-set the lesson for this week – please log 
in and have a go! 

• I’ve also set you a book to read on the site called 
‘A Light in the Forest’, which links well to our 
fables and fairy tales work! Please read it and 
complete the quiz that follows it! 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 
 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/
https://readingeggs.co.uk/


This Week: Narrative Poems! 

• This week, still sort-of keeping to the short story 
theme, we are going to look at narrative poems! 

• Narrative poems are stories in poem form! 

• We will look at some examples of narrative 
poems, and then write our own narrative poems! 

• We will also look at some poetry techniques that 
the writers use: onomatopoeia, repetition, 
adjectives, simile, and metaphor. 



Narrative Poems: 

What are narrative poems? 
• A narrative poem is a type of poem that tells a story. 
• ‘Narrative’ means ‘story’.  
• Many poems don’t have a narrative because they are often 

just about thoughts and feelings, instead of a story! 
 
Key features of narrative poems: 
• In a narrative poem, a story is told, but there is also rhythm 

and rhyme. 
• Rhythm and rhyme give the narrative energy so that it is 

more exciting. 
• Some narrative poems also contain repetition to add 

rhythm and make it more predictable. 



Narrative Poems: 

• Watch this short video that explains further 
about narrative poems: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mm
n39/articles/z3btrwx 
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Task 1: Dictionary Work! (20 minutes) 

• Look up these words using an online dictionary, 
such as https://dictionary.cambridge.org/. 

• You will need to know what they mean in order 
to understand the poem ‘Chocolate Cake’. 

• Make sure you pick the correct definition for each 
word – sometimes there are more than one! 

1. Temptation 
2. Greed 
3. Nibble  
4. Scoop (verb) 
5. Giveaway 

 
 
 
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Answers: Task 1: Dictionary Work!  

1. Temptation: something that makes you want to do or have 
something that you know you should not, e.g. He knew it was 
wrong to steal, but the money just lying there was too great a 
temptation. 

2. Greed: a very strong wish to continuously get more of 
something, especially food or money, e.g. I don't know why I'm 
eating more - it's not hunger, it's just greed! 

3. Nibble: to eat something by taking a lot of small bites, e.g. 
Jenny's hamster's nibbled a hole in the sofa. 

4. Scoop (verb): to move something with a scoop or with 
something used as a scoop, e.g. He scooped the sand into a 
bucket with his hands. 

5. Giveaway: something that tells or shows something secret, often 
without intending to, e.g. He said he'd given up eating biscuits, 
but the empty packs in the bin were a dead giveaway. 



Task 2: Watch Michael Rosen perform his 
poem ‘Chocolate Cake’ (10 minutes)  

• Watch this video, where Michael Rosen performs 
his poem ‘Chocolate Cake’: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxQLITdOO
c&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxQLITdOOc&feature=youtu.be
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Task 3: (15 minutes) 
Temptation 

Michael couldn’t resist the temptation of eating the whole 
chocolate cake. I’d like you to think about temptation, and 
make some notes on the following: 
1. I’d like you to think of a time when you may have done 

something you shouldn’t, and gave in to temptation. E.g. 
I ate a whole box of chocolates that someone gave me, 
and then I regretted it as I felt really, really sick! 

2. Now, I’d like you to think of a time when you did the 
right thing, and resisted temptation. E.g. I was browsing 
on Amazon and made a big wish list of all the books I 
really want to read, but I didn’t buy them as I haven’t 
finished reading all the books I’ve already bought yet! 

3. Can you think of some ways of resisting specific 
temptations? E.g. When I open a packet of biscuits, I 
always eat far too many! So, to stop myself eating too 
many biscuits, I don’t buy biscuits when I go shopping! 



Task 4: ‘Chocolate Cake’ 
Comprehension. (30 minutes). 

• For this task, you will need the poem. 

• It can be found in the ‘Supporting Resources’ 
section of this week’s Home Learning on the 
class page. 

• It is called: ‘Giraffe Class Reading Term 6 Week 
7 Chocolate Cake Poem by Michael Rosen’. 

• Use the written down poem to answer the 
questions. 



Task 4: ‘Chocolate Cake’ 
Comprehension Questions. 
1. In what situations can Michael take some cake to school? 

Choose the correct answer. 
a) Every time his mum makes it. 
b) If there’s some left over. 
c) When Michael is hungry. 
d) When he got a gold star. 

2. What is the chocolate cake wrapped in to transport it to 
school safely? 

3. What does the icing on top do when he bites into it? 
4. What does the icing in the middle do when he eats the 

cake? 
5. When does Michael decide to ‘have a nibble’ at the 

chocolate cake? 



Task 4: ‘Chocolate Cake’ 
Comprehension Questions. 
6. Which two things does Michael take care not to 

step on with his bare feet? 
7. Find and copy a word from the second page that 

means ‘vanish’. 
8. What does Michael do to try to cover up his 

greed? 
9. What do you think is the problem with Michael’s 

plan? 
10.What is the consequence of Michael giving in to 

his temptation? 



Answers: Task 4: ‘Chocolate Cake’ 
Comprehension Questions. 
1. In what situations can Michael take some cake to school? 

Choose the correct answer. 
a) Every time his mum makes it. 
b) If there’s some left over. 
c) When Michael is hungry. 
d) When he got a gold star. 

2. The chocolate cake is wrapped in tin foil to transport it to 
school safely. 

3. The icing on top cracks when he bites into it. 
4. The icing in the middle sticks to his hands when he eats 

the cake. 
5. Michael decides to ‘have a nibble’ at the chocolate cake 

when everyone is in bed asleep. 



Answers: Task 4: ‘Chocolate Cake’ 
Comprehension Questions. 
6. The two things that Michael takes care not to step on 

with his bare feet are ‘bits of broken toys’ and ‘bits of 
Lego’. 

7. Find and copy a word from the second page that 
means ‘vanish’. Disappear. 

8. Michael washes up the cake plate and the knife to 
try to cover up his greed. 

9. I think the problem with Michael’s plan is that his 
mum will notice the chocolate cake is missing, even 
if he washes up the cake plate and the knife. 

10. The consequence of Michael giving in to his 
temptation is that he won’t be given cake to take to 
school again! 



Michael Rosen uses all of these 
writing techniques in the poem: 

• Onomatopoeia = words that sound like the noise 
they make, e.g. ‘aarrgh!’, ‘tingling’, ‘bang!’ 

• repetition = words or phrases that are repeated 
for emphasis or effect, e.g. ‘over and over’, ‘I 
yelled, then I yelled again’. 

• adjectives = words which describe nouns, e.g. 
‘the beautiful horse’, ‘the loud children’. 

• Metaphor and simile = comparing things to 
other things, metaphor directly, simile using 
‘like’ or ‘as’, e.g. ‘he was a cheetah’, ‘he ran as 
fast as a cheetah’. 



Task 5: 
(15 minutes)  
Can you find all the 

writing methods that the 
author has used in this 

part of the poem? 
 

Circle: 
 all the onomatopoeic 

words in red,  
the repetition in blue,  

the descriptive adjectives 
in green  

and the metaphor in 
yellow. 

Oh the icing on top 
and the icing in the middle 
ohhhhhh oooo mmmmmm. 
 
But now 
I can’t stop myself 
Knife - 
I just take any old slice at it 
and I’ve got this great big chunk 
and I’m cramming it in 
what a greedy pig 
but it’s so nice, 
 
and there’s another 
and another and I’m squealing and I’m 
smacking my lips 
and I’m stuffing myself with it 
and before I know 
I’ve eaten the lot. 
The whole lot. 



Answers: 
Task 5: 

(15 minutes) 
Can you find all the 

writing methods that the 
author has used in this 

part of the poem? 
 

Circle: 
 all the onomatopoeic 

words in red,  
the repetition in blue,  

the descriptive adjectives 
in green  

and the metaphor in 
yellow. 

Oh the icing on top 
and the icing in the middle 
ohhhhhh oooo mmmmmm. 
 
But now 
I can’t stop myself 
Knife - 
I just take any old slice at it 
and I’ve got this great big chunk 
and I’m cramming it in 
what a greedy pig 
but it’s so nice, 
 
and there’s another 
and another and I’m squealing and I’m 
smacking my lips 
and I’m stuffing myself with it 
and before I know 
I’ve eaten the lot. 
The whole lot. 



Task 6: Read/Listen to another 
Narrative Poem! 

• On the next two pages is another example of a 
narrative poem: 

• ‘Adventures Of Isabel’ by Ogden Nash 

• Here is the videos of me reading it aloud on 
the school YouTube channel: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTMWfIq
4RE4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTMWfIq4RE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTMWfIq4RE4


On this page and 
the next is another 

narrative poem, 
called  

 
‘Adventures Of 

Isabel’ by Ogden 
Nash. 

 
This poem uses 

rhyming couplets, 
as well as 

onomatopoeia,  
adjectives, and 

repetition. Can you 
spot them? 

Isabel met an enormous bear, 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't care; 
The bear was hungry, the bear was ravenous, 
The bear's big mouth was cruel and cavernous. 
The bear said, Isabel, glad to meet you, 
How do, Isabel, now I'll eat you! 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry. 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry. 
She washed her hands and she straightened her hair up, 
Then Isabel quietly ate the bear up. 

 

Once in a night as black as pitch 
Isabel met a wicked old witch. 
the witch's face was cross and wrinkled, 
The witch's gums with teeth were sprinkled. 
Ho, ho, Isabel! the old witch crowed, 
I'll turn you into an ugly toad! 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry, 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry, 
She showed no rage and she showed no rancor, 
But she turned the witch into milk and drank her. 

 

 



Isabel met a hideous giant, 
Isabel continued self reliant. 
The giant was hairy, the giant was horrid, 
He had one eye in the middle of his forehead. 
Good morning, Isabel, the giant said, 
I'll grind your bones to make my bread. 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry, 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry. 
She nibbled the spinach that she always fed off, 
And when it was gone, she cut the giant's head off. 

 

Isabel met a troublesome doctor, 
He punched and he poked till he really shocked her. 
The doctor's talk was of coughs and chills 
And the doctor's satchel bulged with pills. 
The doctor said unto Isabel, 
Swallow this, it will make you well. 
Isabel, Isabel, didn't worry, 
Isabel didn't scream or scurry. 
She took those pills from the pill concocter, 
And Isabel calmly cured the doctor. 

 



This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to write your own 
narrative poem. 

• Remember: your poem must tell a story! 
• I’d like you to focus on writing about temptation, 

just like Michael Rosen did in ‘Chocolate Cake’. 
• I’d like you to try to include the four techniques 

we have looked at in your poem: onomatopoeia, 
repetition, adjectives and similes and 
metaphors. 

• It’s up to you whether you write a poem in the 
style of ‘Chocolate Cake’, or a rhyming poem like 
‘Adventures of Isabel’. 



First Person or Third Person? 

• This week, I’d like you to write your story in 
the first person, from your perspective or 
point of view (from the inside). 

• This is because the poem is going to be about 
you and your experience with temptation. 

• You can use the pronouns: I, I’ve, I’d, I’ll, me, 
my, and mine. 



Task 7: (30 minutes)  
Plan your poem! 

• Take some time to plan your poem, using either a 
mindmap, or – because the poem is a narrative poem 
and tells a story – the story planning mountain. 

• I have put the story planning mountain on a later page 
for you to use. 

• I’ve planned my poem in a mindmap, which is on the 
next page, along with a link to a video on the school 
YouTube channel of me doing the plan.  

• My example poem is on the page after, for you to use 
as a model.  

• Don’t forget to use ‘Chocolate Cake’ and ‘Adventures of 
Isabel’ as models as well, to help with ideas and 
structure! 

 



Miss Pickup plans her poem – video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0l6_4KdYJg&t=9s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0l6_4KdYJg&t=9s


Miss Pickup’s Poem: ‘Sausage Roll’ Page 1 of 3 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKO1CBF4NA0 

One day, as I was taking a break, 
I made a great big, huge mistake, 
And left my snack in a tempting place, 
Right in front of my dog’s sweet face! 
 
I was eating a crumbly sausage roll, 
I was trying to fill a tummy hole, 
But just as I’d taken my first big bite, 
The doorbell rang out with all its might. 
 
‘Oh dear’, I said, ‘I must answer that’, 
To Iggy, who was beside me sat, 
And I put the plate down right beside him, 
And went to answer the doorbell ring. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKO1CBF4NA0


Miss Pickup’s Poem: ‘Sausage Roll’ 
Page 2 of 3 

Oh, hello, postman, thanks for the mail, 
Delivering daily without fail, 
We had a chat out on the step, 
And about my snack I did forget! 
 
I shut the door, went back to the lounge, 
And what, children, do you think I found? 
Was my sausage roll where I left it? 
No it wasn’t, and who had ate it?! 
 
Iggy Dog was licking his lips, 
He looked as pleased as punch with it! 
But when I held up the empty plate, 
He looked guilty and made his escape! 
 
 



Miss Pickup’s Poem: ‘Sausage Roll’ 
Page 3 of 3 

Up the stairs and under the bed, 
He ran, and ‘whoops’ was in his head! 
‘Iggy!’ I yelled, ‘you naughty hound!’ 
But he refused to come back down! 
 
All afternoon that naughty dog, 
Slept on my bed just like a log, 
Curled up in a tight little ball, 
Full of sausage roll – he ate it all!  
 
And ever since I have taken care, 
Not to leave my snacks anywhere 
That naughty little dogs can get, 
This is a ploy that’s worked well yet! 



Story Planning Mountain 

Climax/Conflict/Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Up 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening 
 
 
 
 
 



Task 8: (About 1 hour)  
Write your poem! 

Checklist for writing – use this to support you 
with what you need to remember to include: 

• Write in the first person. 

• Include at least three onomatopoeias. 

• Include at least two examples of repetition. 

• Include lots of adjectives. 

• Include at least two examples of simile or a 
metaphor. 

 



Task 9: (15 minutes)  
Reflection 

After you’ve finished writing, I’d like you to go over your 
story, and do the following (and add things in/edit your story 
if you need to!): 
1. Read it out loud, preferably to a family member, to make 

sure it makes sense, and that you haven’t repeated 
yourself, or missed any words out. 

2. Make sure you have written in the first person. 
3. Make sure you have included at least three 

onomatopoeias. Circle them in red. 
4. Make sure you have included at least two examples of 

repetition. Circle them in blue. 
5. Make sure you have  included lots of adjectives. Circle 

them in green. 
6. Make sure you have included at least two examples of 

simile or a metaphor. Circle them in yellow. 



Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your extended writing, along 
with your Art, Maths, and other learning, and 
email them to us as attachments via the class 
email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Task 10: Optional! 

• Get a member of your family 
to help you perform your 
poem out loud, to the 
camera! 

• Use Michael Rosen’s video 
as an example. 

• Don’t worry if you don’t 
read the words of your 
poem out exactly right – 
Michael Rosen doesn’t, 
either! 


