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Telling a Story Poems: Haiku 
Structure 

Syllables and Counting 
Description and Storytelling 

Using the senses 



Reading Check In! 

• How is your reading going – are 
you reading the books you took 
home from school, your own 
books, or are you using the 
Oxford Owl e-books? 

• For the Oxford Owl e-books, you 
will have to create a login and 
can then access the books 
online: 

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-page 
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Reading Eggs 

• Last week, I set you another Reading Eggspress Lesson 
called ‘Comprehension Lesson 82 – Fairy’s Wings’ – 
well done to those of you that completed it! 

• I also set you a book to read on the site called ‘A Light 
in the Forest’, which linked to our fables and fairy tales 
work – well done to those that read it! 

• This week, I have set you another book to read called 
‘Fairytale’, which is a funny story about a class making 
up a fairytale! I thought it would be fitting after the 
stories you’ve been writing! 

• https://readingeggs.co.uk/ 
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This Week: Telling a Short Story in a 
Poem – Haiku Poems! 

• This week, still sort-of keeping to the short story 
theme, (or at least the short theme!) we are going to 
look at Haiku poems. 

• Haiku poems are very short poems. They are Japanese 
in origin. They are usually about nature, and often tell 
a sort of story about nature or an experience involving 
nature. 

• Haiku poetry consists of three lines per poem. On each 
line, there are a set number of syllables: 
– Line one – must contain five syllables. 
– Line two – must contain seven syllables. 
– Line three – must contain five syllables. 
– (Remember, a syllable is a beat in words). 

 



This Week: Telling a Short Story in a 
Poem – Haiku Poems! 

Example: A haiku about Summer: 

 

A sweltering heat, – 5 syllables. 

1      2    3    4    5 

Followed by an ocean breeze, – 7 syllables. 

1        2      3   4   5   6        7 

Bringing joy to all. – 5 syllables. 

1         2     3   4   5 

 

• This poem is sort of telling a story about a summer’s 
day, in poem form. 



Count the syllables on each line of this haiku. Does 
it follow the pattern 5-7-5? 



Task 1: Looking at examples of Haikus 
(20 minutes) 

• Haikus are often presented or illustrated against a 
background consisting of images linked to the poem, 
that help tell the story the poem is telling. 

• This could be a drawing, a painting, or a photograph. 

• Look at the examples on the next few pages: 
– Read the poems, and look at how the writers use 

language. 

– Look at how the images link to the poems, and how the 
poems are presented. 

– Which is your favourite poem, and why? 

– Which is your favourite presentation of the poem, and 
why? (the image, the layout, the font?) 























Task 2: Reading  a Garden Description and Making 
a Mind Map or List of Words (30 minutes) 

• On the following three pages is a three part description 
somebody wrote about their garden. They focused on what 
the garden smells like, sounds like, and looks like. 

• As you read, I want you to make a list or mind map of any 
interesting words that the writer uses.  
– E.g. fragrance, floral, drift 

• You might wish to divide your mind map into different 
sections for the three different senses, or have three lists of 
words with the three senses as headings for each list. 

• If you are unsure what any of the words mean, look them 
up using an online dictionary, such as: 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

• Here is a video of Miss Pickup reading the description aloud 
on the school YouTube channel: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRIujdn-n5Y&t=1s 
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WHAT MY GARDEN  
SMELLS LIKE 

 The fragrance from the garden gently drifts through the open 
doors and windows creating an array of heady, floral scents in my 
house that changes as often as the wind does. 
 The smell of honeysuckle rules most of the time – it’s heavy, 
overpowering fragrance conquers all the other scents in the garden –
 except the old fashioned mock orange, whose citrus notes compete 
and, at times, overpower or combine so well with the honeysuckle 
that it’s hard to tell which is which. 
 Roses abound in my garden. Each one of the roses has a 
different scent – and this was a deliberate choice. Some smell like pure 
old fashioned roses, some have citrus notes, some are not scented at 
all and, to confuse the nose even more, the sweet briar rose has apple 
scented leaves that adds its own dimension of fragrance to the garden. 
 Combine these fragrances with the dame’s rocket, peonies, 
sweet shrub, lilies, plus some of the other scented plants that are 
flowering at this time (the plants change from day to day) and you 
truly have the makings of a highly fragrant floral perfume. 



WHAT MY GARDEN  
SOUNDS LIKE 

 Throughout the garden there are wind chimes of different 
sizes and shapes. Every one makes a different tinkling sound. When 
the squirrels come across them, you hear a high pitched barking 
before they scramble up a tree.  
 My garden is filled with the sounds of birds. All types of birds 
choose to build their nests in trees, shrubs or among the plants. I 
absolutely love the sound of birds chirping. Nothing says ‘good 
morning’ quite like the cheery sound of happy birds.  
 I love the gentle rustle of the plants – specifically some of the 
ornamental grasses. The sounds of the plants rustling are not 
prominent, but when you walk past an area – or are sitting in an area – 
where the wind is gently moving the plants, you do notice. The rustling 
is soothing in a way – not harsh or irritating.  
 My other love is the sound of moving water. I have an array of 
fountains and waterfalls in my ponds. I truly find the burbling sound of 
falling water soothing. The birds, butterflies and other small animals 
are also attracted to the sounds of water and every year there are 
numerous frogs and toads that come here to live.  



WHAT MY GARDEN  
LOOKS LIKE 

 Oh – the lovely sights of the garden – are truly a sight to behold. 
There is colour everywhere – bright colour, subtle colour – pinks, reds, 
yellows, oranges, purples, greens – you name it.  
 I have contrasting colours and harmonizing colours side by side. Red 
and purple. Green and red. Pink and red. Grey and yellow-green. Orange and 
purple. The garden is simply a riot of colour – and the colours change on a 
regular basis as some flowers fade and new plants with different coloured 
flowers burst into bloom.  
 The grouping that spoke to me today was a mix of a ground cover 
with yellow-green flowers that was planted in between a vibrant red rose and 
a patch of soft, grey lamb’s ears. The three colours together looked really 
good. The lamb’s ears beckoned to me to gently caress them. Their leaves are 
so soft – they remind me of petting a small kitten. The red rose towered 
above the yellow-green flowers of the groundcover and really brought the 
other two plants together, so the red of the roses stood out even more. 
 There are numerous groupings like this all along the garden path. 
Some just seem to stand out more than others on different days, possibly 
because of how the sunlight plays off the petals and leaves of the plants at 
different times of the day. 



Task 3: Noticing Nature - Mind Map 
(30 minutes)  

• Your next task is to notice nature! Use your senses, 
particularly smell, sound, and sight. You could go into your 
garden, or go for a family walk – or simply open a window 
and look out! 
– What parts of nature can you see? (Trees, plants, flowers, sky, 

clouds, sun, rain, animals?) 
– What smells are there? 
– What sounds are there? 
– What shapes are there? 
– What colours are there? 

• Make another mind-map (or list) of the nature you notice. 
You could label it ‘Noticing Nature’ in the middle circle and 
have the senses smell, sight, and sound as sub-circles 
around it. (See my example on the next page). 



Task 3: Noticing Nature - Mind Map: 
Miss Pickup’s Example  



This Week’s Writing Task 

• This week, you are going to write your own 
haiku poem – or poems!  

• (It would be lovely if you wrote more than one, 
as they are only very short!) 

• You are going to make sure your poem has only 
3 lines and follows the 5-7-5 syllable structure. 

• You are going to focus on your garden, and 
nature. 

• You are going to try to tell a story about your 
garden, and nature, in the poem. 



Task 4: Write and Edit Your Poems! 
(Up to 1 hour) 

• These poems are so short, and you already have your 
mind maps or lists of words from the description we read, 
as well as the one you wrote yourself in the ‘Noticing 
Nature’ activity, so you need to go straight into writing 
and editing your poems. 

• Poems that need a strict structure are hard to write 
straight off – you need to work on the counting of the 
syllables and the structure of the poem.  

• You might have to change your chosen words to achieve 
the right number of syllables, for example, or rearrange 
the words you have so that the poem works better, or add 
words or take words away (a little bit of maths!). 

• On the next slide is a video of me writing and editing 
some haikus – using my ‘Noticing Nature’ mind map to 
help me – and a photo of my work.  



Miss Pickup Writing and Editing Haikus: Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD3PFJtoiK8 
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Task 5: Present your Haiku!  
(30-45 minutes) 
• Your final task is to present your haiku poem or 

poems the way the examples earlier on in the 
PowerPoint were presented – write the poem or 
poems up neatly, and illustrate with relevant pictures. 

• If you have written more than one, you could pick 
your favourite to present in this way. 

• You can do this by drawing or painting images and 
handwriting your poem or poems – or you can do it 
on a computer, in Word or PowerPoint, typing up the 
poem or poems and adding images beside, around, or 
behind. It’s up to you! 

• Use the examples for ideas/as models! 



Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your extended writing, along 
with your Art, Maths, and other learning, and 
email them to us as attachments via the class 
email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 


