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Introduction 

• This week, children, you’re going to create not sweets, but people! You are 
going to create an awful, exaggerated character of a child, just like the first 
two finders of the Golden Tickets! 

• You’re going to imagine that you are writing an extra character for the 
book, another horrible, annoying child that finds a Golden Ticket!  

• Roald Dahl creates some really interesting characters by doing three key 
things: he makes their physical appearance reflect their personalities  
(what they are like), he makes their actions show their personalities, and 
he gives them fitting names! 

• There are 7 tasks to do this week. Some are shorter tasks, and some will 
take a bit more time. The most important task is Task 5, the piece of 
writing describing your child – the first 4 tasks build up to it – make sure 
you do them in order!  

• Tip: It is important to start this work after you have read this week’s 
chapters of the book (especially Chapter 6). 



Task 1: Augustus Gloop  
(10-15 minutes)  

1. Read the whole passage describing Augustus Gloop from 
Chapter Six on the following page.  

2. Can you find the two similes used to describe Augustus 
Gloop’s appearance, in the first paragraph? (Clue: similes 
usually contain the words ‘as’ or ‘like’). 

3. Roald Dahl uses a group of words with similar meanings in 
his description (I have underlined them in the passage): 
the adjectives ‘large’, ‘great’, and ‘monstrous’, as well as 
the adverb ‘enormously’. Can you think of four more words 
that could be added to this group, with similar meanings? 

4. Augustus’ mother talks about him in the second paragraph. 
Read it again. Think about how her description of his 
behaviour adds to the description of his physical 
appearance in the first paragraph. Can you pick out two 
short phrases that are key to this?  
 

 



 The very next day, the first Golden Ticket was found. The finder was 
a boy called Augustus Gloop, and Mr Bucket’s evening newspaper carried a 
large picture of him on the front page. The picture showed a nine-year-old 
boy who was so enormously fat he looked as though he had been blown up 
with a powerful pump. Great flabby folds of fat bulged out from every part of 
his body, and his face was like a monstrous ball of dough with two small 
greedy curranty eyes peering out upon the world. The town in which 
Augustus Gloop lived, the newspaper said, had gone wild with excitement 
over their hero. Flags were flying from all the windows, children had been 
given a holiday from school, and a parade was being organized in honour of 
the famous youth.  
 ‘I just knew Augustus would find a Golden Ticket,’ his mother had 
told the newspapermen. ‘He eats so many bars of chocolate a day that it was 
almost impossible for him not to find one. Eating is his hobby, you know. 
That’s all he’s interested in. But still, that’s better than being a hooligan and 
shooting off zip guns and things like that in his spare time, isn’t it? And what I 
always say is, he wouldn’t go on eating like he does unless he needed 
nourishment, would he? It’s all vitamins, anyway. What a thrill it will be for 
him to visit Mr Wonka’s marvellous factory! We’re just as proud as anything!’ 



Task 2: Names! 
(10-15 minutes)  

• Roald Dahl uses names to reflect people’s personalities, their jobs, 
or their circumstances. For example, ‘Charlie Bucket’ is designed to 
sound very ‘normal’, with a popular boy’s name for his first name, 
and a basic item for his surname (Charlie is very poor, but even very 
poor people would own a bucket to help mop their floors).  

• ‘Willy Wonka’ is a name designed to show that the character is a bit 
different. Perhaps Dahl used a ‘W’ as it links to ‘Wizard’, and 
‘Wonky’ means not straight or level, which shows he is a bit 
different to other people, and slightly unstable or odd. 

• ‘Augustus Gloop’ – ‘gloop’ is a sticky substance, which reflects the 
idea that Augustus is always eating chocolate. The name ‘Augustus’ 
actually means ‘great’, or ‘magnificent’, which reflects his size. 

• ‘Veruca Salt’ – this character’s family name is ‘Salt’ as Veruca’s 
father owns a factory that makes salted peanuts. A ‘veruca’ is 
actually a wart, a nasty growth that you can get on your body – 
usually your feet! This is meant to show how horrid she is! 



Task 2: Names! 
(10-15 minutes)  

• Your task this week is to create a character – a child, just as 
repulsive as Augustus and Veruca. Think about names that 
could reflect their appearance, their hobbies, their parents’ 
jobs, etc. 

• You can use an online dictionary to check the meaning of 
words you come up with, such as: 

• https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
• And a name meaning site to check the meaning of actual 

names, such as: 
• https://nameberry.com/ 
• Here are a few ideas:  

– A very thin, tall child might be called ‘Lanky Beanpole’.  
– A very short, small child might be called ‘Tiny Smallbody’.  
– A very loud, chatty child might be called ‘Maximus Earsplitter’. 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://nameberry.com/
https://nameberry.com/


Task 3: Design and Draw Your Child! 
(30-40 minutes)  

• You are going to design your child! Think 
carefully about how they are going to 
look, and draw a detailed picture of 
them.  

• Don’t forget to exaggerate their features 
(e.g. Augustus Gloop has a big face and 
tiny eyes).  

• I imagine Lanky Beanpole would be very 
tall for her age and ridiculously thin, with 
very long arms and very long, straight 
hair, for example, whereas Tiny 
Smallbody would be very small indeed, 
and Maximus Earsplitter would have a 
very large head and an oversized mouth! 



Task 4: Adjectives, Adverbs, and 
Similes Mind-map (15-20 minutes)  

• You are going to write a description of your child, 
exaggerating their physical appearance and also talking 
about how they behave. You can include their parent 
talking about them in your description, just like Augustus’ 
mother does, and Veruca’s father does, in the book. 

• First, try to plan a mind-map of adjectives, adverbs, and 
similes that you could use to describe them (and 
metaphors and personification, and even alliteration, if 
you’re feeling confident!) 

• Try to come up with words that have similar meanings, just 
like Roald Dahl uses for Augustus Gloop. Use an online 
thesaurus to help you, such as: 

• https://www.thesaurus.com/ 
• See my example on the next page. 

https://www.thesaurus.com/


Task 5: Extended Writing 
(Try to spend about 1 hour writing) 

• You are now going to write up your description of your 
child, exaggerating their physical appearance and also 
talking about how they behave!  

• It would be great if you could structure it like Roald 
Dahl’s description of Augustus Gloop, with the first 
paragraph describing their physical appearance, and the 
second paragraph describing their behaviour, through a 
parent who is talking about them! 

• See my example on the next page to help you as well. 
• Don’t forget to include your planned adjectives, 

adverbs, similes, etc. in your writing. 
• Don’t forget to use speech marks for the parent talking! 



Task 5: Miss Pickup’s Example  
(similar-meaning words underlined, similes in bold and red, 
also note italic and capital letters for Maximus’ shouting!) 

 The next Golden Ticket was found by a small boy called Maximus 
Earsplitter. His voice boomed out like a foghorn from televisions across the 
land, making living rooms vibrate and scaring people’s dogs and cats, as he 
was interviewed for the evening news. His ear-piercing voice was so strident 
that he didn’t even need to speak into the microphone the reporter was 
waving at him – he could be heard clearly without it. Maximus’ ginormous 
mouth seemed to dominate his face, and his grin was as big as a Cheshire 
cat’s, stretching right from ear to ear. ‘LOOK HOW SHINY IT IS!’ he shouted, 
extraordinarily  loudly, causing the cameraman to flinch and the picture on 
the screen to distort. ‘MY TICKET!’, he added, deafeningly. 

 ‘I buy him so many Wonka Bars,’ his mother admitted, sounding as 
quiet as a mouse next to her raucous son. ‘Just to keep him quiet, really. If 
he’s busy eating chocolate, his mouth is full, and I get a little peace. He’s ever 
so useful, though, his football coach uses him as a loudspeaker to call 
instructions to the other players at training! He wouldn’t stop clamouring for 
more and more bars, once he heard about the Golden Tickets. I’ve had quite 
the headache these past few weeks, with his nagging ringing in my ears!’ 



Task 6: Send it to me! (5-10 minutes) 

• I’m really missing reading and seeing all of 
your work, so it would be amazing if you could 
take photographs of your Task 5 extended 
writing, and your Task 3 drawings, and get 
your parents to email them to me as 
attachments via the class email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Task 7: Acting/Drama: 
Bring your child to life! (15-20 minutes) 

• Now you’ve created your character, I’d love you to do a bit of 
drama, and get into character! 

• Pretend you are your character! Try to act and speak like them – 
imagine how annoying they would be! Try to spend 15-20 minutes 
being your created child! 

• (Don’t forget to warn your family what you’re doing, however, 
before you get into trouble about behaving so badly!) 

• Tip: get a member of your family to video you, so you can watch 
yourself, to see if you achieve the desired level of awfulness! 


