
Giraffe Class  
Writing 

Term 5 Week 3 
Activities 

Diary Writing 

Pronouns 

Past Tense 

Empathy 

Developing a ‘voice’ 



Introduction 

• This week, children, you’re going to 
imagine you are Charlie Bucket, and you’re 
going to empathise with this character by 
writing his diary entries about his 
experiences. 

• There are 7 tasks to do this week. Some 
are shorter tasks, and some will take a bit 
more time. The most important task is 
Task 5, the piece of writing describing your 
child – the first 4 tasks build up to it – 
make sure you do them in order!  

• Tip: It is important to start this work after 
you have read this week’s chapters of the 
book (Chapters 7, 8, and 9) 



Task 1: Dictionary Hunt! 
(15 minutes)  

Look up these three key words in an online 
dictionary, such as:  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/. 

1. Character 

2. Empathise 

3. Experience 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


Task 2: Revising Diary Entries 
(15 minutes)  

• Can you remember five key things you must include in 
diary entries – the features of diary writing? 

• Features are things about a style of writing that makes 
you realise it’s a certain type of writing. 

• Try to make a list. 
• There are lots of ideas on the next page, but try not to 

peek – make your list, and then check! 





Task 3: Listen to this example of a diary. 
Can you spot the diary features? (10-15 minutes) 

• Anne Fine reads an 
extract from "The Diary of 
a Killer Cat“: 

• https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=rS2jjMX_iiA 

• Think about the ‘voice’ of 
the character, and how 
the writer develops a 
personality for the cat. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS2jjMX_iiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS2jjMX_iiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS2jjMX_iiA


Task 4 (a, b, and c) are all about 
developing a plan for your writing. 

• Before you start planning, read through all parts of Task 
4 and look at my example mind-map on the page at the 
end of Task 4, and read my example piece of writing 
(Task 5) to help you! 

• Build your own mind-map up carefully. 
• Remember: you don’t need to include everything, 

there would be too much to write! Just pick and 
choose a few key things. 



Task 4a: Planning (30-45 minutes) 
Remember the key parts of the story – check the 

book to help you! 
• Imagine you are Charlie, writing his diary. You will need 

to write about the key moments in Charlie’s life, up to 
the end of Chapter 9, and how Charlie feels about 
each moment, including as much detail as you can, 
such as: 
– When Charlie finds out all about Willy Wonka from 

Grandpa Joe in Chapters 2 (and Chapters 3 and 4.) 
– When Charlie finds out that Willy Wonka is opening his 

factory to a lucky 5 children in Chapter 5. 
– When each of the 4 Golden Tickets are found (in Chapters 

6 and 8). 
– When Charlie hopes to find a Golden Ticket in his birthday 

bar of chocolate in Chapter 7. 
– When Grandpa Joe has a gamble and buys another 

chocolate bar with his last sixpence in Chapter 9. 



Task 4a: Planning (30-45 minutes) 
Remember the key parts of the story – check the 

book to help you! 

• In order to plan, I’d like you to 
make a list or a mind-map of the 
key moments you want to 
include, (you don’t need to write 
about everything – just pick and 
choose) and add to it some 
adjectives that describe how 
Charlie feels at each point. 

• E.g. Finding out about Willy 
Wonka’s amazing inventions = 
excited, amazed, awed. 

• Use the book to help you 
remember the details! 



Task 4b: Planning: Key Words 
(10 minutes)  

As well as the key adjectives you’ve already come 
up with to use in your writing, don’t forget to use 
the first person pronouns: 

• (I, I’m, I’ve I’d, me, my, mine, we, ours) 

Also, remember to use time connectives. Here 
are some to help you – can you add three more? 

• Yesterday, last night, this evening, tomorrow, 
later that day, the very next day, tonight…  



Task 4c: Planning: Get ready to write!  
(15 minutes) 

• Remember, as well as the 
things on this mind-map, 
you can also be creative, 
and use techniques such 
as rhetorical questions, 
and similes, metaphors 
and personification, to 
make your writing 
exciting and interesting! 
Add some to your plan – 
see my example on the 
next page! 

• Don’t forget – you ARE 
Charlie! 



Task 4: Planning: Miss Pickup’s example plan: 



Task 5: Extended Writing 
(Try to spend about 1 hour writing) 

You can either: (and it’s up to you!) 
o Write one big diary entry, imagining you are at the end of 

Chapter 9, just after Grandpa Joe’s gamble hasn’t paid off. 
Or: 
o Write a series of short diary entries, one after each key thing 

has happened. 
Here are some sentence openers, to get you started! 
• Tonight, Grandpa Joe told me all about Willy Wonka, the 

crazy inventor who… 
• The other day I found out that Willy Wonka’s chocolare 

factory isn’t just an ordinary chocolate factory at all, it’s… 
• Can you imagine? A whole palace, made out of chocolate! 

That’s just one of the amazing… 
• Today, I just feel crushed, and exhausted with 

disappointment, that… 
 



Task 5: Miss Pickup’s Example 
My Charlie sounds a bit bitter and negative! How will you make him sound?  

(Can you spot: first person pronouns, time connectives, paragraphs, 
adjectives, the past tense, rhetorical questions, a simile, a metaphor?)  

 Tonight, I feel crushed. I’m desperately disappointed not to find a Golden 
Ticket, but then what hope did someone like me have anyway, against the rich 
Veruca Salts of this world, whose parents can afford to buy a million Wonka bars? 
None. 
 I think Grandpa Joe is even more disappointed than I am about not 
finding a Golden Ticket in the bar of Wonka’s Nutty Crunch Surprise. I couldn’t 
bear the way his face sagged, like a deflated balloon, when we saw that there was 
just chocolate inside the wrapper. Was spending his last sixpence on something so 
frivolous as a bar of chocolate the right thing to do when the family is short of 
money, and food, and everything else? Probably not. But then, I think Grandpa 
Joe thinks a bit of joy and excitement, and yes, a bit of frivolity, are more precious 
and valuable than the boring, everyday things that Mother and Father worry 
about. Perhaps he is too old to be sensible? 
 It’s been a strange few days. To think, just over a week ago I had no idea 
how amazing and strange and wonderful Mr Willy Wonka is. To think I’ve lived in 
the shadow of that factory my whole life and never known that magic - yes, magic 
- happens inside its doors. Tomorrow, I bet the last of the five Golden Tickets will 
be found and we’ll all go back to normal. I bet it will be found by a child even 
more repulsive than the four lucky ones who’ve got one already! 



Task 6: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your Task 5 extended writing, 
and email them to us as attachments via the 
class email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 



Optional Bank Holiday Task! 
Task 7: Acting/Drama:  

Find your Golden Ticket! (15-20 minutes) 
• I’d like you to imagine that YOU find a Golden Ticket in a chocolate bar! 
• For this task you will need: one bar of chocolate (real or made out of 

cardboard!), and your own golden ticket that you made in last week’s 
Reading activity! 

 
• Now, find your ticket!  

– How do you open the bar? (Carefully, or ripping off the wrapper?) 
– How do you react? (Complete silent shock, or shouting with glee?) 
– Who do you tell first? (Mum, Dad, the shopkeeper, your sibling, or the dog?) 
– What do you say when the newspaper reporters come and interview you? 
– What do your parents say about you to the newspaper reporters?! 


