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Introduction 

• This week, children, you’re going to write a short story 
(narrative writing), in which something bad happens 
because somebody doesn’t follow instructions. 

• This is inspired by what happened to Augustus Gloop in our 
Reading this week (See the pictures!) – he fell into the 
chocolate river, because he didn’t follow Mr Wonka’s 
instructions or his Mother’s instructions. 



Task 1: Revise Direct Speech 
(20 minutes) 

1) Watch this short video about direct speech: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/a
rticles/zhqh92p 

2) Now read the information on the next few 
pages, which goes with the video. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/articles/zhqh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/articles/zhqh92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/articles/zhqh92p


Direct Speech 

• Direct speech is any word spoken by a 
character, it can be used to help develop the 
characters and plot. 

• Direct speech should sit inside speech marks. 

• Direct speech must be carefully structured 
and punctuated to clearly separate it from the 
rest of the text. 



Speech Marks 

• Punctuation is used in direct speech to separate 
spoken words, or dialogue, from the rest of a 
story. The words spoken by a character sit inside 
speech marks: 

• E.g. “Did you hear that noise?” whispered Sam. 

• Remember to open - and close - the speech 
marks at the start - and end - of the direct 
speech: 

• E.g. “I think there is something moving in the 
bushes,” George said. 

 



New speaker, new paragraph 

• Direct speech is carefully structured to help the reader 
follow the conversation.  

• Every time there is a new speaker, a new paragraph is 
used, indented (further in) from the margin.  

• Each new line of direct speech should also start with a 
capital letter. 

• E.g.: 
•           “I think there is something moving in the 

bushes,” George said, looking carefully in the 
direction from which the sound came. 
         “I can’t see anything,” said Molly. 
         “Perhaps we should turn our torches on,” 
whispered George. 



Punctuation inside speech marks 

• Each section of direct speech should end with a 
punctuation mark. (Full stop, exclamation mark, 
or question mark).  

• E.g. “Listen! I definitely heard something that 
time!” 

• Notice that these punctuation marks are 
included inside the speech marks.  

• If there is a reporting clause, then there is often a 
comma before the final speech marks: 

• E.g. “I think we should go inside now,” said 
Molly. 
 



Reporting Clauses 

• A reporting clause after the direct speech tells the 
reader who is speaking.  

• Once a conversation gets started, you can drop some of 
the reporting clauses, if it is clear who is speaking. 

• Sometimes the reporting clause is added in the middle 
of the direct speech: 

• E.g.: “I think we should go inside now,” said Molly. “I 
just saw the lights come on.” 

• Sometimes, the reporting clause can be put in front of 
the direct speech: 

• E.g. Then Molly said, “I think we should go inside 
now.” 

 



Task 2: Speech Marks (10 minutes) 

Copy these sentences into your book and put the speech 
marks in the correct places.  
Remember: The speech marks go around what is being 
said. Copy all the other punctuation correctly. 
 
1. Hello, said the man.  
2. What are you doing? said Fred.  
3. Stop! shouted the policeman.  
4. Wait a minute, said Mark. Don’t I know you from 

somewhere?  
5. I know what we’ll do, said Lucy. We’ll go to the 

cinema. 



Answers: Task 2: Speech Marks 

Copy these sentences into your book and put the speech 
marks in the correct places.  
Remember: The speech marks go around what is being 
said. Copy all the other punctuation correctly. 
 
1. “Hello,” said the man.  
2. “What are you doing?” said Fred.  
3. “Stop!” shouted the policeman.  
4. “Wait a minute,” said Mark. “Don’t I know you from 

somewhere?”  
5. “I know what we’ll do,” said Lucy. “We’ll go to the 

cinema.” 
 



Task 3: Speech Marks and other 
punctuation (15 minutes) 

Put the speech marks in the correct places once again. This 
time, however, you will also need to add all the other 
punctuation that is needed as well. Watch out for any 
questions or exclamations. 
1. Hello said Greg 
2. You look tired said Martin  
3. Can I come in asked the man  
4. No screamed the man  
5. Come here said Grandma I want to see how much you 

have grown  
6. Is that my bag asked Daniel I thought I’d lost it  
7. Run shouted Sally The dog is after us  
8. I know what I want for my birthday said Tina A brand 

new car 



Answers: Task 3: Speech Marks and other 
punctuation 

Put the speech marks in the correct places once again. This 
time, however, you will also need to add all the other 
punctuation that is needed as well. Watch out for any 
questions or exclamations. 
1. “Hello,” said Greg. 
2. “You look tired,” said Martin.  
3. “Can I come in?” asked the man. 
4. “No!” screamed the man.  
5. “Come here,” said Grandma. “I want to see how much 

you have grown.”  
6. “Is that my bag?” asked Daniel. “I thought I’d lost it.” 
7. “Run!” shouted Sally. “The dog is after us!”  
8. “I know what I want for my birthday,” said Tina. “A brand 

new car.” 



Task 4: New paragraph for each new 
speaker (20 minutes) 

When you use speech marks you need to remember the rule – 
new speaker, new paragraph. Copy out this passage into your 
book. I’ve put in all the punctuation, so make sure you copy 
that carefully. When you copy out the passage make sure that 
you put each new speaker on a new paragraph, and indent 
the paragraphs.  
 
“I want to go swimming,” said Matthew. “I can’t stand 
staying indoors all day.” “I thought you had homework to 
do,” said Mum. “Oh Mum,” said Matthew. “I’ve almost 
finished it. Can’t I just take an hour off?” “Yes you can take 
an hour off,” said Mum. “But only when you’ve finished your 
work.” “But it’ll be closed if I don’t go soon!” said Matthew. 
“Then you’d better get a move on, hadn’t you?” said Mum.  



Answers: Task 4: New paragraph for each 
new speaker (20 minutes) 

When you use speech marks you need to remember the rule – new 
speaker, new paragraph. Copy out this passage into your book. I’ve put 
in all the punctuation, so make sure you copy that carefully. When you 
copy out the passage make sure that you put each new speaker on a 
new paragraph, and indent the paragraphs.  
 
 “I want to go swimming,” said Matthew. “I can’t stand staying 
indoors all day.”  
 “I thought you had homework to do,” said Mum. 
 “Oh Mum,” said Matthew. “I’ve almost finished it. Can’t I just 
take an hour off?”  
 “Yes you can take an hour off,” said Mum. “But only when 
you’ve finished your work.”  
 “But it’ll be closed if I don’t go soon!” said Matthew.  
 “Then you’d better get a move on, hadn’t you?” said Mum.  



Task 5: New paragraph for each new 
speaker and speech marks (20 minutes) 

This is almost the same as Task 5, but this time you also have 
to add the speech marks in the correct places as well. It is 
quite tricky. You’ll probably need to read through the passage 
several time to work out what each character is saying.  
 
Excuse me, said the man. Can you tell me what the time is? I 
think it’s about 8 o’clock, replied Graham. I haven’t got my 
watch on, but I remember seeing the time on the town hall 
clock a few minutes ago. The town hall! exclaimed the man. 
That’s just what I’m looking for. Can you point me in the right 
direction? Certainly, said Graham. You just go down there 
past the bank, turn left, go straight on, and the town hall will 
be on your right hand side. Brilliant, said the man. Thanks for 
your help. That’s okay, said Graham.  



Answers: Task 5: New paragraph for each 
new speaker and speech marks (20 minutes) 

This is almost the same as Task 5, but this time you also have to add 
the speech marks in the correct places as well. It is quite tricky. You’ll 
probably need to read through the passage several time to work out 
what each character is saying.  
 “Excuse me,” said the man. “Can you tell me what the time 
is?”  
 “I think it’s about 8 o’clock,” replied Graham. “I haven’t got 
my watch on, but I remember seeing the time on the town hall clock 
a few minutes ago.”  
 “The town hall!” exclaimed the man. “That’s just what I’m 
looking for. Can you point me in the right direction?”  
 “Certainly,” said Graham. “You just go down there past the 
bank, turn left, go straight on, and the town hall will be on your right 
hand side.”  
 “Brilliant,” said the man. “Thanks for your help.” 
 “That’s okay,” said Graham.  



Task 6: Revise Imperative Verbs 

1) Watch this short video about imperative verbs, then 
do the check activity: 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/

z8strwx 
2) Now read the information on the next page, which 
goes with the video. 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/z8strwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/z8strwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr/articles/z8strwx


Imperative Verbs 

Commands: 
• Command sentences are used when you are telling 

someone to do something. 
• Commands usually start with an imperative verb, also 

known as a 'bossy verb', because they tell someone to do 
something. 

• E.g. “Fetch me some biscuits.” or “Sit down!” 
• In this example, 'fetch' is the imperative verb. 
• You should also use commands when you are writing 

instructions telling someone how to do something, like in a 
recipe. 

• E.g. Pour the melted chocolate into the bowl. Stir carefully 
until the ingredients are combined. 
 



Task 7: Looking at an example and 
planning. (20 minutes) 

• On the next page is the extract from the story where 
Augustus does not follow the instructions he is given. 

• The imperative verbs have been made red, bold, and 
underlined. 

• Lots of the utterances (direct speech) start with imperative 
verbs, as they are people shouting instructions. 

• You are going to include lots of imperative verbs in your 
short story (narrative) writing.  

• Come up with a list of at least ten imperative verbs. 
• Try to make sure they are words that would start 

instructions.  
• Here are a few to start you off: 
• sharpen, draw, take, sit, leave, watch, put, step, walk. 



 ‘Be careful, Augustus!’ shouted Mr Gloop. ‘You’re leaning too far 
out!’ 
 Mr Gloop was absolutely right. For suddenly there was a shriek, 
and then a splash, and into the river went Augustus Gloop, and in one 
second he had disappeared under the brown surface. 
 ‘Save him!’ screamed Mrs Gloop, going white in the face, and 
waving her umbrella about. ‘He’ll drown! He can’t swim a yard! Save him! 
Save him!’ 
 ‘Good heavens, woman,’ said Mr Gloop, ‘I’m not diving in there! 
I’ve got my best suit on!’ 
 Augustus Gloop’s face came up again to the surface, painted 
brown with chocolate. 
 ‘Help! Help! Help!’ he yelled. ‘Fish me out!’ 
 ‘Don’t just stand there!’ Mrs Gloop screamed at Mr Gloop. ‘Do 
something!’ 
 ‘I am doing something!’ said Mr Gloop, who was now taking off 
his jacket and getting ready to dive into the chocolate. But while he was 
doing this, the wretched boy was being sucked closer and closer towards 
the mouth of one of the great pipes that was dangling down into the river. 
Then all at once, the powerful suction took hold of him completely, and he 
was pulled under the surface and then into the mouth of the pipe. 



Task 8: Planning: Synonyms for ‘said’ 
(15 minutes) 

• How many other words can you think of that you could 
use instead of the word ‘said’? 

• Write down at least eight other words for ‘said’. 
• Try to think of words that would go with instructions, 

or someone being shouted at!  
• Think of them yourself, or use an online thesaurus to 

help you, such as: 
• https://www.thesaurus.com/ 
• Choose five of the words that you came up with, and 

write a sentence with direct speech in it that uses that 
word. 

• E.g. “I don’t want an ice cream!” moaned Miss Pickup. 

https://www.thesaurus.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/


Task 9: Extended Writing  

(1 hour approximately, broken down into chunks) 

• Now it’s time to write your short story. 
• Think about the kind of things children are told not to do, or to do, 

to come up with your idea.  
• Look at my mind map and example writing on the next two pages to 

help you. 
• Don’t forget to include exclamation marks at the end of your 

instructions, especially if they are shouted, and question marks at 
the end of any questions you include. 

• Here are some other ideas: 
– Someone eats too many sweets, even though Mum tells them not to, 

and gets a tummy ache. 
– Someone plays with Dad’s phone, even though they were told not to, 

and breaks it! Then they are not allowed the planned family treat. 
– Someone doesn’t put sun cream on and plays in the sun all day, and 

they get badly sunburnt! 





Miss Pickup’s Example: 
Imperative verbs = red, synonyms for ‘said’ = blue. 

 “Make sure you shut the back gate properly, and that it latches, when you go out,” 
reminded Mum, as George dragged his bike out of the shed. “I don’t want Scooby getting out 
onto the road again.” 
 “Stop telling me every time!” moaned George. “I know!” 
 “Yes, dear,” sighed Mum, patting the dog. “Go and lie down, Scooby,” she laughed. 
“You’ve had your dinner!” 
 George wheeled his bike down the garden path. “Shut the gate properly, shut the 
gate properly, shut the gate properly,” he muttered under his breath, to remind himself.  
 “Hurry up!” shouted Roger, from the path outside the back gate. “We’ll miss the ice 
cream van at the top of the village.” 
 George did not want to miss the ice cream van. He checked his pocket carefully, 
making sure that the money Dad had given him was safe, then unlatched the gate and 
wheeled the bike through. Roger was already halfway down the path, peddling furiously. Not 
wanting to be left behind, George pulled the gate shut quickly, then hurriedly mounted his 
bike and hared after Roger. 
 Luckily, the boys made it to the ice cream van in the nick of time. George was just 
handing over his money, when he felt a cold, wet nose nudge his leg. He jumped, dropping 
his ice cream on the tarmac.  
 Quick as a flash, Scooby the dog grabbed it in his mouth, wagging his tail frantically. 
 “Drop it, Scooby!” ordered George, but Scooby turned and ran off. 
 “Come on!” George cried to Roger. “I can’t have shut the back gate properly. We’ve 
got to catch the dog! Mum will be so cross that Scooby got out onto the road, and if she finds 
out, she’ll take away my X-box for a week, like last time!” 



Task 10: Send it to us! (5-10 minutes) 

• Mrs Callaway and I are really missing reading 
and seeing all of your work, so it would be 
amazing if you could get your parents to take 
photographs of your Task 9 extended writing, 
along with your Maths and other learning, and 
email them to us as attachments via the class 
email account! 

• giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 


