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Giraffe Class Curriculum Letter: Term 2 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to Giraffe Class! We hope you have had a good half term holiday and 
that your children are refreshed and ready to resume their learning journey in this 
second term. This term, we will be continuing to focus on the topic of ‘From the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age’, moving forward from The Stone Age to look at The Bronze and 
Iron Ages, with cross-curricular links drawn between English and Topic work. 
 
In Giraffe class, we have fostered high expectations of the pupils in terms of 
achievement, engagement, and behaviour throughout Term 1. This week, we have 
actively discussed with the children that this term they must continue to strive to be 
excellent and inspiring role models for the younger children, demonstrating the 
positive attitudes and good learning behaviours they have begun the year with, both 
inside and outside the classroom. We will be continuing to build on our whole school 
ethos of developing a Growth Mindset approach to learning, and we hope the Giraffes 
will continue to strive for constant improvement and development of their learning 
skills. We will be developing our teamwork skills in P.E., where the 4 Rs (Resilience, 
Reflectiveness, Reciprocity, and Resourcefulness) will become a key priority as we 
design and practise a class dance to be performed at the Key Stage 2 Carol Concert. 
 
In English, the Giraffes will continue to explore a range of fiction and non-fiction texts 
based on our topic, linked to our class reader, The Boy with the Bronze Axe by 
Kathleen Fidler, which the children are enjoying greatly. In Science lessons, the area 
of ‘Rocks, Fossils and Soils’ will continue to be explored, before we move on to start 
learning about the closely linked area of ‘Plant Life’, as the term unfolds. Through our 
History and Geography work we will also continue to develop reading and 
comprehension skills, working with a range of texts and sources, including more visual 
examples, such as diagrams and maps, so the children can develop their inference 
and deduction abilities across a wide range of reading material. In creative work, the 
children will develop their Art and D.T. skills, focussing on projects linked to the topic, 
as well as designing pieces for our winter hall display and school Christmas fair. 
 
The children will be building on their writing skills through Big Writes and other 
extended tasks, creating texts such as: arguments, book reviews, raps and songs, 
descriptive writing, and letters. There will be a strong focus on oracy in the classroom, 
with class debates taking centre stage in our argument writing weeks, and the children 
being encouraged to engage in class presentations on any topic of their choice. We 
have enjoyed a wide range so far, from musical performances, to exhibitions of rock 
and fossil finds, and the children are becoming increasingly filled with confidence in 
their public speaking abilities. They will also be showcasing their speaking skills and 
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the work they have produced so far this year in our class achievement assembly. Our 
Music work this term will focus around preparing for the Carol Concert on Friday 13th 
December, in which the Giraffes will be performing alongside Antelopes and Meerkats. 
 
In Term 2, the children will also continue to have a strong focus on grammar, spelling, 
punctuation, and handwriting, honing specific skills within their writing pieces and also 
explicitly practising elements in their focussed G.H.A.S.P. and spelling sessions. The 
children will continue to strengthen their writing individually by working with teacher 
feedback, self-evaluation, and peer-evaluation to push their work forward. Weekly 
English homework will alternate between English based activities, and talk homework, 
as a basis for planning Big Write pieces. Word work and dictionary work will be 
incorporated into our daily studies, developing both spelling and vocabulary. Guided 
Reading sessions will have an emphasis on reading, discussing, and understanding 
key texts of various kinds, both as a class and in small groups.  
 
In Maths, the Giraffes will be developing their addition and subtraction skills at the 
start of term, and then moving on to multiplication and division as the term unfolds, 
learning and practising a range of strategies and methods for these four processes. 
The class will spend the first few weeks of Term 2 focussing on different strategies 
and methods for addition and subtraction, including counting, partitioning, bridging, 
and column method. The children will also be consolidating their knowledge of number 
bonds to 10 and 100, and working with place value, building on their learning in Term 
1. They will be practising adding and subtracting multiples of ten, and numbers close 
to ten. Alongside this, the Giraffes will also be regularly challenged with mental maths 
exercises, focusing on developing their times tables knowledge, a key basis for our 
second topic of multiplication and division. We will be consolidating our knowledge of 
the 3 times table, which we started working with in Term 1, then focus on learning and 
working with the 4 and 8 times tables, and multiplication and division facts within them, 
as well as the times tables they already know (2, 5, and 10). 
 
Please continue to support your child in maximising their learning opportunities by 
encouraging them to complete the English and Maths homework each week. Home 
learning is designed to extend or consolidate the learning that has taken place in the 
classroom. We will set home learning tasks each Thursday, to be returned the 
following Tuesday. The tasks should take no longer than twenty-five minutes, and we 
would suggest that if it is taking longer that you take a break and speak to us the 
following day, as it may be that we need to re-teach the concept or provide your child 
with some extra support. We do not want home learning to be a source of stress or 
arguments, but to be an opportunity for you and your child to work together and share 
the learning journey, so please do let us know if there are any concerns. Please also 
continue to encourage your child to read at least five times a week at home, either to 
you, with you, or independently, and to record their reads in their reading journals. A 
sheet with prompt questions and sentence starters has been stuck into their journals 
to support with this. 
 
We hope your Giraffe is looking forward to Term 2 as much as we are! Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions, queries, or concerns – we are 
available for a quick catch up in the morning or by appointment for a more detailed 
meeting after school. 
 
Best wishes,  Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Alison Callaway 


