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Giraffe Class Curriculum Letter: Term 1 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to Giraffe Class! We hope you have had an enjoyable summer 
break and hope your children can’t wait to start our journey of discovery into 
Key Stage 2. This autumn, we will be focussing on the topic of ‘From the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age’, with cross-curricular links in to the topic creating a 
thorough and cohesive learning experience.  
 
Miss Pickup will be the class teacher for Giraffes this year, and we are 
fortunate to have Mrs Callaway in the role of class teaching assistant. Mrs 
Callaway will be working with children within the classroom, as well as working 
with both small groups and individuals to develop a particular skill or to extend 
the stretch and challenge where appropriate, maximising learning progress, in 
reading and Maths.  
 
In Giraffe class this year, we have high expectations of the pupils in terms of 
achievement, engagement, and behaviour. Please remind your children that, 
now they are in the upper half of the school, we are aiming for them to be 
excellent and inspiring role models for the younger children, and it is important 
that we all demonstrate excellent attitudes and positive learning behaviours, 
both inside and outside the classroom. We will be building on our whole 
school ethos of developing a Growth Mindset approach to learning, 
encouraging the children to remember there is always room for improvement, 
and inspiring them to want to constantly push their own learning forward.  
 
In English, the Giraffes will be exposed to a range of fiction and non-fiction 
texts based on our ‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ topic, with our central text the class 
reader, The Boy with the Bronze Axe by Kathleen Fidler. In Science lessons, 

the area of ‘Rocks, Fossils and Soils’ will be explored, since it complements 

our Stone Age topic well. Subjects such as History and Geography will also 
develop reading and comprehension skills with a range of texts and sources, 
including more visual examples, such as diagrams and maps, so the children 
can develop their inference and deduction abilities across a wide range of 
reading material. In Art, the children will create work linked to the topic, such 
as cave drawings and drawings of the ancient people we are studying, as well 
as designing pieces of work for our seasonal Autumn hall display. 
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The children will be working on their writing skills through Big Writes and other 
extended tasks based on their studies in English, History, Geography, 
Science, and Music, creating diary entries, stories, poems, raps, and songs, 
reports, and information texts. The children will also continue to have a strong 
focus on grammar, spelling, punctuation, and handwriting, honing specific 
skills within their writing pieces and also explicitly practising elements in their 
focussed G.H.A.S.P. and Spelling sessions. The children will strengthen their 
writing individually by working with teacher feedback, self-evaluation, and 
peer-evaluation to push their work forward. Weekly English homework will 
alternate between activities based on the class reader, and talk homework as 
a basis for planning Big Write pieces. Word work and dictionary work will be 
incorporated into the childrens’ daily studies, developing both spelling and 
vocabulary. Guided Reading sessions will have an emphasis on reading, 
discussing, and understanding key texts, both as a class and in small groups.  
 
In Maths, the Giraffes will be consolidating their basic skills, beginning with 
number and place value at the start of term, and progressing to the two key 
processes of addition and subtraction as the term develops, practising a range 
of strategies and methods. They will be regularly challenged with mental 
maths exercises, as well as Maths homework that will seek to consolidate 
class learning each week. Please support your child in maximising their 
learning opportunities by encouraging them to complete the English and 
Maths homework in a timely fashion each week, perhaps having a designated 
night on which each is completed. Homework will be given out on a Thursday 
and collected in and marked on the following Tuesday. Miss Pickup and Mrs 
Callaway will keep careful records of completed homework and children will 
be rewarded for effort in this area, as well as for effort in their classwork. 
 
Finally, all Giraffes have been issued with a homework folder for their Reading 
Journal, homework books, and letters for your attention. We would like all 
pupils to complete at least five reads per week outside of school hours and to 
record their reflections in their Reading Journals, allowing you to record any 
thoughts and reflections as well. These will be taken in and checked every 
Monday. Every Giraffe will be expected to have a current reading book, and to 
read at every opportunity. Please encourage as much reading as possible at 
home – it really is key in supporting your child’s learning! 
 
We hope your Giraffe is looking forward to the exciting term ahead as much 
as we are! Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions, 
queries, or concerns – we are available by appointment before or after school. 
We hope to see you at our Class Meeting on Tuesday 24th September. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Alison Callaway 


