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Giraffe Class Curriculum Letter: Term 3 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to school! We hope that you have had a good 
holiday and that your children are keen to begin Term 3. This term, we will be starting 
a new topic of World War Two, focussing on this from a child’s perspective, with cross 
curricular links drawn between English, History and Geography. Our main topic focus 
will be History, and we will be exploring a range of sources, such as first person 
accounts and diaries, news reports from the time, video footage, photographs, 
historical documentation of events, and stories based on the wartime experiences of 
children. The topic offers a great opportunity to incorporate Geography by studying 
maps of Europe, as well as World maps, so that the children understand the scale of 
the war and the range of countries involved. 
 
In Giraffe Class, we have encouraged the children to be reflective learners, using a 
Growth Mindset approach to learning, and to view mistakes in a positive light and as 
things that can be learned from. We will continue to build reflection into our daily and 
weekly activities, encouraging the children to look back on the learning journey they 
have travelled so far, and helping them to set their own goals for improvement and 
achievement as they move forward. The other three of the 4 Rs (Resilience, 
Reflectiveness, Reciprocity, and Resourcefulness) are also key foundations for 
everything we do; Giraffes will be developing their resilience through increased 
learning challenge, reciprocity through helping each other to improve in paired and 
group work, and resourcefulness in being encouraged to be more independent 
learners, checking, proofreading, editing and refining their work until they are happy it 
is the best they can produce and feeling proud of the finished result. 
 
In English, the children will explore a range of fiction and non-fiction multi-media texts 
based on our topic of World War Two, focusing on our linked class reader, The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis, a story that centres on the adventures of 
four children who are evacuated from London to a large house in the countryside for 
safety, where they discover a magical world in the back of a wardrobe. We studied the 
opening of the book before Christmas as a stimulus for a piece of creative writing, and 
the children really enjoyed it and are keen to read more. The children will also explore 
different writing genres in English through smaller writing tasks, as well as extended 
writing and Big Writes, with main tasks including: instruction writing, narrative writing 
and information writing, and they will also complete cross-curricular writing tasks 
incorporating both History and Geography topic work. In addition to this, they will 
develop their report writing skills in Science, as we conduct more experiments.  
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Dedicated G.H.A.S.P. sessions will build on the children’s spelling, vocabulary, 
grammar, punctuation and handwriting skills, with a focus on prepositions, command 
words (imperative verbs), conjunctions, and apostrophes, as well as on increasing 
their confidence in using dictionaries and thesauruses to support their reading and 
writing. During Term 2, we began learning to write with pens, culminating in the 
children writing some of their Big Writes in pen. They have worked hard on developing 
the size and consistency of their writing, and will continue to develop their handwriting 
skills with pens in Term 3. In Guided Reading, the children will focus on improving 
their comprehension and English skills through a variety of group tasks, with an aim of 
exposing them to as wide a variety of types of writing as possible, with accompanying 
tasks designed to explore and extend their inference and deduction abilities.  
 
In Science lessons, the focus area this term will be ‘Plants’. The Giraffes will be 
learning about the functions of different parts of plants, what requirements plants need 
in order to grow, how water is transported through plants, and the part that flowers 
play in the life cycle of plants, as well as studying live plants in the classroom. We will 
plant and grow flowering bulbs, watch orchids flower, and conduct experiments using 
food colouring, celery, and carnations, to prove how water travels through plants.  
 
In Maths in Term 3, the Giraffes will be mainly focusing on multiplication and division, 
learning a variety of methods that build on and extend the work they have done so far. 
We will continue our work on our times tables alongside this, with weekly mental 
maths sessions incorporating exercises to help develop times table recall and mental 
arithmetic abilities. As the term progresses, we will be looking at the topic of 
measurement, focusing on money (there will be excellent opportunities to compare 
money now versus money in World War Two and how much certain items cost now 
compared to then!), and then towards the end of the term we will move on to statistics, 
looking at different types of charts, graphs and tables and being able to interpret data 
presented in different ways, as well as presenting our own statistical data from 
Science, Geography and History investigations using different formats. 
 
Please continue to support your child in maximising their learning opportunities by 
encouraging them to complete the English and Maths homework each week. Home 
learning is designed to extend or consolidate the learning that has taken place in the 
classroom. We will set home learning tasks each Thursday, to be returned the 
following Tuesday. The tasks should take no longer than twenty-five minutes, and we 
would suggest that if it is taking longer that you take a break and speak to us the 
following day, as it may be that we need to re-teach the concept or provide your child 
with some extra support. We do not want home learning to be a source of stress or 
arguments, but to be an opportunity for you and your child to work together and share 
the learning journey, so please do let us know if there are any concerns. Please also 
continue to encourage your child to read at least five times a week at home, either to 
you, with you, or independently, and to record their reads in their reading journals. A 
sheet with prompt questions and sentence starters has been stuck into their reading 
journals to support this. 
 
We hope your Giraffe is looking forward to Term 3! Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions, queries, or concerns – we are available for a quick catch 
up in the morning or by appointment for a more detailed meeting after school. 
 
Best wishes,  Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Alison Callaway 


