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Pros and Cons for Schools Reopening Amid Coronavirus Concerns 

(Article from ‘Study.Com’) 

Cons of Reopening Schools (Negative Arguments) 

1. Student Safety Concerns 

COVID-19 is a virus that is still being studied. While scientists understand much 
about the way the virus works and infects humans, they do not know everything. 
New information is being reported almost daily. It was originally believed that 
children could not catch COVID-19, one strain of the viruses in 
the coronavirus family of viruses. Then, it was discovered that some children do 
indeed catch and have severe reactions to the virus. 

The idea of returning children to school without knowing exactly how at risk students 
are for catching the virus is certainly concerning. 

2. Concerns about the Health and Well-Being of the Teachers/Administrators 

Since the beginning of the outbreak, it has been known that COVID-19 impacts the 
older population much more severely than the young. Teachers can definitely be in 
an older group of the population and be at more risk from infection. The health of the 
teaching staff and administrators must be considered prior to a decision to reopen 
schools. 

3. Community Spread 

Sending children back to school does not just expose the children and employees to 
possible infection; it also exposes all those adults with whom the children interact. 
As children are known to be carriers even when asymptomatic, reopening schools 
can re-expose elderly grandparents and caregivers to the virus through the children 
who attend school. This is a secondary transmission issue, but one that must be 
considered. 

4. Mental Impact Due to Precautions 

Children are resilient. They have the ability to adapt and thrive in many 
environments. However, is it really known how children will react to a socially 
distanced classroom in which students are no longer allowed to play together, eat at 
the same table or even look at their teacher's face (due to the face-covering mask)? 

Could there be a mental consequence to students returning to the classroom under 
such regimented restrictions set in place to protect against unintended spread of 
contagion? 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/sars-diseases-and-viruses-of-the-coronaviridae-virus-family.html


Pros of Reopening Schools (Positive Arguments) 

1. Mental Impact on Students Staying Home 

Humans are social creatures, and isolation is the antithesis of our societal living. 
School is a place where children can be with other children living and working in the 
social group to which they belong. Being separated for long stretches of time from 
our social connections can cause emotional stress. The reopening of schools could 
alleviate this stress. 

2. Academic Well-Being 

Some people thrive with remote learning. It is true that there are people who have 
social anxiety or for some other reason really thrive using technologically enhanced 
remote learning systems. These individuals are not the majority. 

Many students thrive on face-to-face contact with their educators. Young students, 
especially, perform better when in a classroom with an engaging teacher to help and 
guide them through their work. Remote learning does not offer teachers the ability to 
engage students at the same level as when they are in the classroom. 

3. Economic Well-Being 

School closures have impacted the economy in two ways. They have affected the 
jobs of over 6.5 million public school employees, as well as required at least one 
caregiver to remain home (ostensibly unable to return to his/her own work) to care 
for children who are not able to return to school. 

Reopening schools would re-employ the support staff required to keep the physical 
building going (those who cannot work from home) as well as free up the parents 
and caregivers who have been staying home with the students. 

4. Safe Learning is Possible 

It is important to keep safety in mind, but there are ways to create a safe learning 
environment for students returning to schools. We can assume that as long as the 
learning environment is dealt with in a healthy and safe way, students and staff will 
be protected from exposure to the virus. 

Schools that have opened already have implemented many safety precautions to 
keep students and staff safe. Some of those precautions are: 

 Masks worn by all people (staff and students) at all times. 
 Desks are placed in forward facing lines to reduce face-to-face working. 
 Lunch times have been staggered to decrease the number of people gathered 

in one area at a time. 
 Some schools are instructing students on rotation so that the school is only 

ever half filled. 
 All teachers must supply hand sanitizer and enforce student usage of the 

sanitizer. 
 Public, high volume spaces are cleaned frequently. 


