
Giraffes – English – Myth Stories – Week 3 

Task: To write a myth story about an encounter with a Kelpie. 

• Kelpies are shape-shifting water-spirits that inhabit the lochs, pools and rivers of 
Scotland. They have a horse-like appearance, or a horse with a mermaid-type 
fish tail, but the Kelpie can also adopt human form. 

• Usually described as a powerful, beautiful black horse, and often having a 
dripping mane, the Kelpie preys on humans it encounters. Some believe that 
Kelpies are lonely creatures, seeking human companionship. However, others 
believe these creatures will take their victims into the water and devour them.  

• Legend has it that the kelpie emits a plaintive cry eerily reminiscent of a 
drowning man or woman to attract its prey. Others say it will sometimes appear 
at the water’s edge appearing gentle and bereft, urging onlookers to join it for a 
ride on its back, before violently plunging them down to a watery grave.  

• The secret to taming the kelpie is its bridle – if you can manage to tear it off, the 
horse is subject to your command.  

 

Paragraph Plan: 

• Paragraph One: You are beside water (river, lake, picnic, walking) and to your 

surprise, you see a beautiful black horse emerge from the water. 

• Use adjectives to describe the horse (dark, black, majestic, elegant, huge, 

sleek, mysterious, imposing), and perhaps a simile (his hide was as black 

as…, he was as tall as…, his mane was like…,) 

• Paragraph Two: You get on the horse’s back and it swims through the water. 

You are enjoying riding him – it is an exciting, magical experience. 

• Use the senses to describe how it feels, and at least one verb sentence 

openers. (Gripping, Hanging, Wrapping, Holding, Trying) 

• Paragraph Three: Suddenly, the horse plunges down under the water, heading 

for the bottom. It is unexpected and frightening. 

• Use adverbs to open at least one of your sentences, and perhaps some 

personification (Suddenly, Violently, Wildly, Unexpectedly, Horrifyingly, 

the water rushed inside my lungs, fear gripped my heart) 

• Paragraph Four: You manage to untangle your hands from the horse’s mane, 

break free, swim to the surface and get out before it captures you. 

• Include some of the techniques you have used in the first three 

paragraphs. 


