
Welcome 
to  

Giraffe 
Class! 



Your Giraffe Staff! 

Miss Pickup 
(Class Teacher) 

Mrs Callaway 
(Teaching Assistant) 



What are we learning at the moment? 

• This term and next, our topic is ‘The Stone Age to the 
Bronze Age’. In History, we are studying life in ancient times 
and how it differs from life now.  

• We are using ICT lessons to learn computer skills, as well as 
researching elements of our topic. 

• The children seem to be enjoying the topic and have 
written some excellent diaries in their first Big Write, 
pretending they are Stone Age people! 

• Our class reader is ‘The Boy with the Bronze Axe’, set in the 
real Stone Age village of Skara Brae. 



What are we learning at the moment? 

• We are also looking at Rocks, Fossils and Soils in 
Science, linking our studies to Geography. 

• In Maths, we are working with Number and Place 
Value, and will be starting work on Addition and 
Subtraction as the term moves on. (Please see the 
Maths leaflet for more information). 

• In GHASP, we are working on handwriting, spelling, and 
comprehension and inference skills. 

• In P.E., the children are loving their swimming lessons! 



The Timetable 

• The children have Maths and English 
every day, usually in the morning, 
although sometimes in the afternoon 
if P.E., French, or special events need 
to be accommodated. 

• There is a basic outline timetable in 
your packs to help you prompt your 
children to talk about their day. 
(Though please bear in mind it is not 
set in stone, and it can change, for 
example if more time needs to be 
spent on a piece of work.) 



• Homework will be set every week on a Thursday, and is 
due in the following Tuesday. 

• There will be Maths homework every week, following 
up what the children have been doing in class.  

• On Big Write weeks, the English homework will be a 
Talk Homework, where students will be given a sheet 
to prompt a discussion with someone at home, to help 
them verbalise their ideas prior to writing on Friday.  

• On non Big Write weeks, the English homework will  be 
based on the class reader and comprehension skills. 

• The children have all been given a Homework Folder in 
which to keep their Homework book and Reading  
Journal, as well as any letters to be taken home. 



• Children have been assessed and given a levelled book on 
the Oxford Reading Scheme. (They may read other books 
as well – we encourage them to have a second book). 

• Ideally, children should complete five reads at home every 
week. Six or more reads earns them a Reading merit. 

• Please encourage your child to read to you at home and 
talk about their books – it really helps their understanding. 

• Our Reading Ethos leaflet in your packs has some ideas to 
help you prompt discussion at home, and to help children 
record comments about their reading in their journals. 

• All Giraffes are encouraged to have their reading book on 
their desk at all times, and read whenever they can! 

Reading 



Letter-join 

• Please encourage your children to log on at home 
and practise to support their development of 
cursive handwriting. 

• This usually works best on a tablet. 

• In class, we have dedicated handwriting lessons, 
and we will be working with using pens soon. 

• There is a leaflet about Letter-join in your packs. 



The Four (4) Rs: 

• Resilience – not giving up.  

• Resourcefulness – being able to use a range of 
learning strategies and knowing what to do 
when you get stuck. 

• Reflectiveness – being able to think about 
yourself as a learner and how you might be 
able to do this better.  

• Reciprocity – being able to learn with and 
from others, as well as on your own. 



Growth Mindset =  
Learning Power! 

• We can ALL build our own abilities.  

• We are not here to always get ‘praise’ or to 
succeed every time; we want challenge and 
failure, leading to learning.  

• We are ALL here to value and seek feedback – 
what can we do better next time?  

• We are ALL here to develop our learning and 
we can ALL be successful learners. 



“Alone we are invisible, 
together we are 

invincible.” 
 

Engagement 

Integrity Resilience 





School core behavioural standards: 

1. Be kind and considerate to each other.  

2. Be aware of others’ feelings.  

3. Be honest and respect everyone and 
everything in school.  

4. Always try your best.  

5. Use good manners at all times.  

6. Be responsible and take responsibility for 
your actions. 



Children are expected to: 

• Arrive at school on time;  
• Wear correct school uniform;  
• Show respect to everyone in school;  
• Be truthful, polite and considerate to all;  
• Take pride in our school building;  
• Look after our own and all school property;  
• Keep our school litter free;  
• Set a good example to others;  
• Exercise self-control;  
• Line up quickly and quietly when the bell rings; 
• Walk sensibly and quietly in the corridors. 



Good Manners 

• holding doors open  
• saying “please” and “thank you”  
• not insisting on being first  
• welcoming visitors to the school  
• showing respect for others, the school building, books 

and equipment  
• listening to others  
• showing self control  
• behaving in an orderly manner  
• showing good working habits  
• not running in the school  
• sharing  



Community Points 

• These points are to be awarded to individual 
children, but will be collected as a class, 
building a shared total. 

• Points will be awarded in recognition of 
children’s behaviour, outlook and conduct 
around the school, in social settings, on trips 
or when working with other pupils. 

• The class with the most at decided intervals 
will be rewarded. 



Merit Points 

• In class, children are awarded Merit Points for 
their work in all subjects, as well as the 
approach they show towards their learning.  

• Children’s merit charts are monitored by 
teachers and sent to the Head for certificates 
when they reach 10, 25, 50, 75 or 100 merits. 

• These merit certificates will be announced in 
the newsletter and presented in the following 
week's Achievement Assembly, every two 
weeks.  



Headteacher’s Award 

• These certificates will be given out for particularly 
outstanding achievements, be that particularly 
noteworthy progress, a piece of work that goes 
further than that child ever has before, or a piece 
of behaviour that requires additional public 
recognition.  

• If there are any Headteacher’s awards then these 
certificates will be announced in the newsletter 
and presented in the following week's Tuesday 
Achievement Assembly, every two weeks.  



Class Achievement Assembly 

• Every other week a class will be running the 
Achievement Assembly.  

• This is not a performance, but is a chance for 
children in that class to share extracts of their 
work, explain a piece of Maths they have done, 
read aloud to the school, or demonstrate work 
they have undertaken.  

• They can show the school their work and explain 
the processes they went through to develop their 
learning.  

• Ours will be next term. 



In Class Presentations 

• At Bratton, we believe in developing our pupils to 
be confident speakers.  

• I encourage the children to bring in things to talk 
about, and present to the class. 

• One of the children has shown us a tune she has 
composed on her harmonica. 

• Another has brought in some rocks to show us, 
linked to our Science topic. 

• Please encourage your child to bring in something 
to present about! 

 



And finally! 

• Water and going to the loo: 

– The children are encouraged to bring their own 
refillable water bottle and these are kept by the sink.  

– The children are encouraged to drink regularly and 
there are regular drinking breaks in lessons. 

– The children are allowed to go to the loo when they 
need to. 

• Wait by the front (metal) gate: 

– Please don’t start walking round the building until 
3.10pm at the earliest – it is very distracting for the 
children and has been disturbing lessons.  



And finally! 

• Stationery: 
– While it is great that some of the children have been 

bought lovely pencil cases and equipment, the 
temptation to play with them is proving too great.  

– Therefore, children are welcome to use their own pencils 
and rubbers, but pencil cases must be kept in drawers 
and should not be out on the tables. 

– The children really don’t need to bring their own as we 
provide everything they need to use at school! 

• Naming equipment: 
– Please name everything – stick in labels or laundry pen! 

Bags, coats, P.E. kit, school uniform (especially jumpers!) 



And finally! 

• Snacks: 

– Now they are in Key Stage Two, the children need to 
bring their own snacks to school to have at break. 

– Snacks need to be of a healthy nature and easy to 
eat on the playground – here are some examples: 

 



Questions 

• If you have a question that might be useful for 
everyone to know the answer to, please ask it now. 

• If your question is more individual, Mrs Callaway and 
I will be here after the meeting for quick queries. 

• If you’d like a longer, more private conversation, Mrs 
Callaway and I are available before or after school, 
by appointment. 


