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Welcome to Giraffe Class!
Welcome to both Year 3 and Year 4 children!

We hope you are looking forward to being challenged in your learning this 
year. We will all be working on the same subjects at the same time, but you 

will be given work specific to your year group and at the age appropriate level 
of challenge within those subjects. 

We will be spending the mornings focusing on Maths and English, including 
mental maths and times tables, reading and writing, and the afternoons 

exploring our other subjects, including History, Geography, R.E., Science, P.E., 
P.S.H.E., Computing, Art, D.T., and Music. We will also have G.H.A.S.P. sessions. 
We hope you enjoy your learning journey this year. We are here to support and 

challenge you to do your best. Are you ready to find out more? Please keep 
reading for more detailed information.



History, Geography & R.E.
In History, we will be studying Ancient Egypt, looking at the Pyramids, the 

Pharaohs, Hieroglyphics, and how people in this ancient culture farmed and 
lived. We will study their gods and temples, as well as their belief in the 

afterlife. We will also look at their medicine and the knowledge this ancient 
culture gained about the human body.

In Geography, we will also be focusing our studies around Ancient Egypt, 
working with maps and identifying where it is in relation to the rest of the 

world, as well as looking at the human geography in understanding how the 
River Nile was so important to food, farming, trade and transport.

Our R.E. studies this term will also be linked to our topic, with the children 
comparing the similarities and differences between the religious beliefs and 
practices of ancient and modern cultures. We will also look at the idea of 
symbolism in religion, as it is very significant to the way that the Ancient 

Egyptian gods were represented.



English: 
Reading, Writing and G.H.A.S.P

We will be engaging in a range of guided reading activities, focusing on 
developing our decoding, comprehension, inference and vocabulary skills. We 
will also be reading a class novel based on the topic of Ancient Egypt, called 

‘Secrets of a Sun King’, by Emma Carroll. The children will be encouraged to do 
lots of reading, both at school and at home, and to keep their reading records 

up to date.
We will have regular G.H.A.S.P. sessions, working on grammar, handwriting, 
spelling, and punctuation skills. Year 4s will be continuing to develop their 

handwriting in pen, while Year 3s will begin with pencils, and begin practising 
with pens in Term 2. 

We will be covering a variety of genres in our writing this term, including letter 
writing, descriptive writing, newspaper report writing and poetry writing. This 

will enable us to identify our writing strengths and also to identify which writing 
skills we need to work on developing further in the terms ahead. 



Maths
In Maths, we will be working through the key foundation topics of 

number, place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
over the course of this term, consolidating coverage and understanding 
from last year, and extending where appropriate. We will be working 
on the same overarching topics, with the Year 3s and Year 4s in their 

independent work then having year-group specific tasks and objectives 
within those topics. 

We will also be focusing on developing our times tables knowledge, with 
additional mental maths activities and challenges featuring strongly in 
the morning activities, which will be differentiated for Year 3 and Year 
4, covering the times tables we have learnt already, before moving on 

to learn new ones.



Science
In Science, we will be looking at both animals and humans, 
including studying skeletons and how they work in tandem 
with muscles to support the body structure and to produce 
movement, understanding nutrition for energy and health, 

analysing how environments have an impact on living things, 
and seeing how food chains work, identifying predators and 

prey. There will be great opportunities to compare animals and 
humans across the two areas of study.



P.E. and P.S.H.E.
In P.E., we will be working on our running and jumping skills, focusing 

on controlling the speed, power and stride length of our running, as well 
as our stamina, and the height, power and style of our jumping. We will 
identify our strengths and weaknesses, and spend the term developing 
our techniques and setting personal targets, noting our achievements 

and measuring our improvements.
In P.S.H.E., we will be looking at the topic of Caring Friendships, talking 

about the importance of friendships, how to develop healthy 
friendships, recognising that friendships have ups and downs, and 

looking at the significance of trust within friendships, as well as in other 
contexts.



Computing
In computing, we will be learning how to use Microsoft 

PowerPoint, editing text/fonts, inserting shapes and images, 
and arranging boxes of text and images into eye-catching and 

clear layouts. We will also be using the Internet to research 
Ancient Egypt, safely utilising search engines such as Google to 

find out information and to retrieve pictures with which to 
illustrate our presentations. Our aim for the term is to be able 
to produce a PowerPoint presentation on the topic, which will 

be shared with the class.



ART/D.T.
We will create a range of collages and 3D pictures linked to the Topic of 
Ancient Egypt, focusing on creating patterns, shapes, layers and texture.

We will study the materials used for clothing in the Ancient Egyptian 
culture and compare and contrast the clothing materials worn and 
used then to the clothing materials we wear and use today, using a 

range of sources of information, such as textbooks, videos, pictures and 
diagrams, as well as the Internet.

We will make and decorate masks, looking at Tutankhamun’s mask 
and other masks, as well as depictions of the gods, and will also make 

an item of clothing inspired by our Ancient Egyptian studies.



Music
Music will be incorporated into lessons to help children to 
concentrate on their work and to aid them with memory. 
Soft music will be played while the children are writing to 

help them focus and to create a calm and creative 
atmosphere. The children will be writing song lyrics and 
raps to help them remember elements of their learning, 

such as the times tables, spellings, and grammar. They will 
also be composing a rap on an area of interest within the 

topic of Ancient Egypt!



Homework
Homework will be set each week on a Thursday and collected 
in on the following Tuesday. Children will need to remember to 
bring their homework books in on Tuesday mornings (although 

they are welcome to hand them in earlier if they have 
finished!).

We would also like to see the Reading Records every week so 
that we may keep a check on the children’s independent 

reading progress. They will be taken in on a Monday and given 
back the same day.



And Finally

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 
any queries or concerns, and we are always 

available by appointment after school.

Best wishes,

Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Hilary Gray


