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Rivers, Coasts and Mountains



Welcome to Term 3!
New Year, New Topic! 

We hope you are ready for the special challenges of this term – whether you are 
learning at home or in school – remember, try your best, work hard, grow your brain, 

and continue to show that amazing resilience you all have! 
This term, we will be exploring the fascinating Geography Topic of Rivers, Coasts and 
Mountains, and our English skills in Reading, Writing, and GHASP, as well as our Art, 

D.T., and Music, will all be linked in to this. 
We will also be focusing on developing our Maths, looking at the subject of Fractions, 
our Mental Maths, and our Times Tables skills and knowledge, working on keeping fit 
and active in P.E., and continuing to explore the subject of Being Safe in P.S.H.E., tied 

in to our Topic, Reading and Writing work.
We hope you are ready for this term’s learning journey – it’s going to take us all 

around the world!



Humanities: Geography & R.E.
In Geography we will be exploring the Topic of Rivers, Coasts and 

Mountains across Terms 3 and 4. We will focus most of our studies in 
Term 3 around Rivers, looking at the course of a river from source to 

sea, the major rivers of the U.K. and the World, river wildlife, how 
people use and interact with rivers, oxbow lakes and erosion, and 

what happens when a river meets the sea.
In R.E., we will explore the question ‘Why do some people believe in 

life after death, and what difference does it make?’ looking at 
atheist, Christian, and Hindu beliefs, following on from our studies of 

Ancient Egyptian beliefs last term.



English: 
Reading, Writing and G.H.A.S.P

Our guided reading activities will continue to cover a range of tasks designed to 
develop our decoding, comprehension, inference and vocabulary skills. We will be 
beginning a new class novel, ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by Eva Ibbotson, as well as 

studying a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts linked to our work on 
Rivers. The children will be encouraged to do lots of reading, both at school and at 

home, and to keep their reading records up to date.
We will be exploring a range of interesting genres in our writing this term, including 

advice writing (advice posters and advice leaflets), creative writing (myths and 
poetry, using a range of mythological stories and Lewis Carroll’s ‘The Jabberwocky’ as 
stimulus texts), and letter writing (informal vs. formal conventions and styles). We will 

also continue to have regular G.H.A.S.P. sessions, working on improving and 
extending our grammar, handwriting, spelling, and punctuation skills. 



Maths
In Maths, we will be working through the topic of Fractions this term, as 

well as practising skills we have already covered to develop depth in 
number knowledge and use of the four key operations (+, -, x, ÷).

We will be working on the same overarching topics, with the Year 3s 
and Year 4s in their independent work then having year-group specific 

tasks and objectives within those topics. 
We will also be continuing to focus on developing our times tables 

knowledge, with additional mental maths activities and challenges 
featuring strongly in starter activities, which will be differentiated for 

Year 3 and Year 4. We will be covering the times tables we have learnt 
already, before moving on to learn new ones.



Science
In Science, we will be combining the Year 3 Topic of Plants 
and the Year 4 Topic of Animals, using the opportunity for 
cross curricular learning linking to our Geography Topic of 

Rivers, Coasts and Mountains. 
We will be looking at wildlife, habitats, food chains and life 
cycles linked to water and rivers, coasts and mountains, and 
how animals and plants adapt to survive and thrive in river, 

coastal and mountain environments.



P.E. and Music
In P.E. this term, we will be engaging with the subject of Dance, learning dance 

moves and combinations of moves via online videos (so the topic is equally accessible 
to those at home as well as those in school), as well as designing dance moves and 

combinations of moves of our own, to be performed to a range of music. We will be 
focusing on rhythm, co-ordination, balance, control, and artistic performance. Music 
for this term will be incorporated into P.E. lessons, with the children learning dances 
linked to songs, and choosing songs to create a series of dance moves to, being ‘pop 

stars’, combining singing and dancing! 
We will also be taking part in Joe Wicks’ P.E. sessions online, 20 minute workouts on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at 9am, starting Monday 11th January (in 
the classroom or the living room!). If you miss 9am, they are available to do at your 
convenience as they are all recorded and posted on his YouTube channel, ‘The Body 

Coach TV’ at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ.
The children will also be continuing with their external P.E. sessions on a Wednesday.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ


Computing
In computing this term, we will be using the Internet to 

research our Geography and Science topics, using 
Microsoft Teams for Education for school and home 

learning, using online resources for learning, testing our 
Maths knowledge on Professor Assessor, practising our 

times tables using online games, and using websites like 
YouTube, Reading Eggs and BBC Bitesize to develop our 

knowledge, skills, ideas and understanding.



ART/D.T.
In Art this term and next, we will be focusing on our pencil drawing 

and sketching techniques, creating artwork linked to our Geography 
topic of Rivers, Coasts and Mountains. We will be using some of our 
Art time to draw diagrams and sketches for Geography, as well as 

drawings linked to our Science topics of Plants and Animals.
In D.T. this term and next, we will be focusing on investigating and 

evaluating products, as well as designing and making products, again 
linked to our Geography topic. We will look at products such as boats 
and climbing equipment, thinking about how they work, what they 

are used for, what elements we like and what we could improve.



P.S.H.E.
This term, the children will be focusing on developing the topic of 

Being Safe, which also links in to our English writing work on 
information leaflets, ensuring we are educating ourselves about and 

following the school and government protocols and advice with 
regards to the virus, and being safe online as we use the internet in 

our studies to access work, and to research ideas and topics. 
We will also be engaging in Mindfulness activities, developing skills 

and strategies to ensure our mental wellbeing is prioritised and 
looked after in this challenging time.



And Finally
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 

queries or concerns. 
We are always available by appointment after school, 
via telephone, or via the Giraffe Class email account 

(giraffes@bratton.wilts.sch.uk).
Best wishes,

Miss Jennifer Pickup and Mrs Hilary Gray


