
English:
Big Question: How can we improve our narrative writing skills and accuracy?
The children will be covering a range of writing genres:
• Diary writing as myself
• Diary writing in character
• Narrative poems
• Mini stories
• Letter writing – formal and informal
• Narrative writing – stories
Some writing will be linked to this term’s class book, Street Child by Berlie Doherty, 
which is set in Victorian Times.
The children will learn the following GHASP techniques to use in their writing:
• Punctuating sentences correctly and punctuating direct speech.
• Using apostrophes to show possession and contraction.
• Using subordinate clauses and expanded noun phrases to create more 

interesting sentences, and using commas correctly.
• Fronted adverbials to create a range of sentence openers. 
• Conjunctions and connectives to develop longer sentences.
• Using the correct article – a, an or the.
• Writing in a particular tense and in the first or third person.
• Using figurative language and interesting vocabulary (verbs, adverbs, and 

adjectives) to create detailed description.
• Paragraphing for effect and paragraphing direct speech.
The children will also be focusing on developing their reading skills:
• Reading aloud with intonation and expression, pauses and pace.
• Learning poems and passages by heart and reciting them aloud.
• Comprehension and understanding skills.
• Skimming and scanning a text for key information or words, and highlighting 

and annotating key information in texts.
• Understanding different genres and comparing texts from different times.
• Reviewing books we have read and recommending books to peers.
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Maths:
Big Question: How do numbers work and which methods can we use to add and subtract?
The children will be focusing on Number and Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, and also on 
their Times Tables knowledge and recall and their mental addition and subtraction skills:
Year 3:
• Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100, find 10 or 100 more/less than a given number.
• Recognise the place value of each digit in 3 digit numbers (hundreds, tens, ones).
• Compare and order numbers up to 1000 and read and write up to 1000 in numerals/words.
• Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations.
• Solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas.
• Add and subtract numbers mentally: a three-digit number and ones, tens, hundreds.
• Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written methods.
• Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers.
• Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and 

more complex addition and subtraction.
Year 4:
• Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000, find 1000 more or less than a given number.
• Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers.
• Recognise the place value of each digit in 4 digit numbers (thousands, hundreds, tens, ones).
• Order and compare numbers beyond 1000.
• Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations.
• Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000.
• Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above.
• Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral system changed 

to include the concept of zero and place value.
• Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written methods.
• Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation.
• Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and 

methods to use and why.

Science:
Big Question: How do magnetic forces 
and electricity work?
The children will be learning about 
Forces and Magnets, and about 
Electricity. They will learn through 
practical methods, conducting 
investigations with magnets and 
building electrical circuits.

P.E.:
Big Question: How can we work 
together as a team successfully?
The children will be focusing on 
Hockey. They will learn the rules of 
the game, develop their stick and 
ball control skills, and build up to 
playing a full Hockey match in the 
final weeks of term.

R.E.:
Big Question: How can we care for others and the World?
The children will be looking at different faiths and how those faiths encourage 
believers to care for others and for the planet.

P.S.H.E.:
Big Question: How can we 
look after our mental 
wellbeing?
The children will be learning 
what mental wellbeing is and 
how they can look after their 
mental wellbeing.

Computing:
Big Question: How 
is desktop 
publishing useful?
The children will be 
learning about 
desktop publishing 
and why it is useful.

Design Technology:
Big Question: How have inventions 
and advances in technology 
changed the way we live?
The children will learn about when 
and how different things were 
invented and developed, linking to 
our topic of The Victorians.

History:
Big Question: What was it like being a child 
in Victorian Times?
The children will be learning all about the 
experiences of children in different walks of 
life in Victorian times, as well as about Queen 
Victoria, and key events of the Victorian Era.


