
Welcome 
to 

Giraffe 
Class!



Your Giraffe Staff!

Miss Pickup
(Class Teacher)

Mrs Gray
(Teaching Assistant)



What are we learning at the moment?

• This term and next term, our topic is ‘Ancient 
Egypt’. We are focusing on History and finding 
out all about the pharaohs, the pyramids, and 
what life in those times was like!

• Our Class Reader book is a story based in the 
1920s, and concerns an Ancient Egyptian 
mystery, which the children seem to be really 
enjoying!



What are we learning at the moment?

• We are also looking at Humans and Animals in Science, focusing on 
food and nutrition needs, as well as the skeleton.

• In Maths, we are working through the basic processes this term, to 
consolidate key ideas and identify any areas that we need to 
particularly focus on improving this year.

• In G.H.A.S.P., we are working on handwriting, spelling, and 
comprehension and inference skills.

• In P.E., the children are enjoying their running!
• In P.S.H.E., we are talking about friendships.
• In Art, we are creating paintings for display in the Hall.



The Timetable

• Arrival 9.00am, dismissal 3.25pm.
• The children have Maths and English 

every day, usually in the morning, 
although sometimes in the afternoon if 
P.E., French, or special events need to be 
accommodated.

• I have sent home a basic outline 
timetable to help you prompt your 
children to talk about their day. (Though 
please bear in mind it is not set in stone, 
and it can change, for example if more 
time needs to be spent on a piece of 
work, or a longer period of time 
dedicated to Art/D.T.)



• Homework will be set every week on a Thursday, 
and is due in the following Tuesday.

• Homework is done in their red homework books.
• On Big Write weeks, the homework will be an 

English Talk Homework, where students will be 
given a sheet to prompt a discussion with 
someone at home, to help them verbalise their 
ideas prior to writing on Friday. 

• On non Big Write weeks, there will be either 
English or Maths homework, focusing on key 
skills and/or the week’s class work.



• Children are currently being assessed and given a levelled 
book on the Oxford Reading Scheme. (They may read 
other books as well – we encourage them to have a 
second book).

• Ideally, children should complete five reads at home every 
week and record them in their Reading Journals – a date, 
pages read, and a sentence to show understanding. A 
sheet of prompt questions and sentence starters has been 
stuck in the back of it to help support this.

• Please encourage your child to read to you at home and 
talk about their books – it really helps their understanding.

• All Giraffes are encouraged to have their reading book on 
their desk at all times, and read whenever they can!

Reading



Letter-join

• Please encourage your children to log on at home 
and practise to support their development of 
cursive handwriting.

• This usually works best on a tablet.

• In class, we have dedicated handwriting lessons, 
and we will be working with using pens soon with 
Year 3 (Year 4s are mostly writing in pen already).

• There is a leaflet about Letter-join which I will 
send home.



Growth Mindset = 
Learning Power!

• We can ALL build our own abilities. 

• We are not here to always get ‘praise’ or to 
succeed every time; we want challenge and 
failure, leading to learning. 

• We are ALL here to value and seek feedback –
what can we do better next time? 

• We are ALL here to develop our learning and 
we can ALL be successful learners.





In Class Presentations

• At Bratton, we believe in developing our pupils to 
be confident speakers and interested listeners. 

• We encourage the children to bring in things to 
talk about, and present to the class.

• For example, a hobby or sporting success, an 
interesting item linked to our studies, a great 
book they have read, or an achievement in an out 
of school club.

• Please encourage your child to bring in something 
to present about!



Housekeeping!

• Water and going to the loo:

– The children need to bring their own refillable 
water bottle.

– These are kept beside their desks (on the floor to 
avoid spillages on work). 

– The children are encouraged to drink regularly.

– The children are allowed to go to the loo when they 
need to (though we encourage trying to go at break 
and lunch as well).



Housekeeping!

• P.E. kits:
– These need to be brought in first thing Monday morning 

and taken home on Friday afternoon.
– Ideally, children should have both shorts for when the 

weather is warmer or we are doing P.E. inside, and 
jogging bottoms for when we are outside and the 
weather is cooler.

– The children wear their trainers at break and lunch 
times, for safety and to encourage more active breaks.

• Naming things:
– Please name everything – stick in labels or laundry pen! 

Bags, coats, P.E. kit, school uniform (especially jumpers!)



Housekeeping!

• Stationery:

– The children really don’t need to bring their own as 
we provide everything they need to use at school!

– They have their own individual packs to avoid 
sharing equipment.

• Waterproof coats:

– Now we are heading into Autumn, please make sure 
your child brings a waterproof coat, with a hood, to 
school.



Food is brain fuel!

• Snacks:

– In Key Stage Two, the children need to bring their 
own snacks to school to have at break.

– Snacks need to be of a healthy nature and easy to 
eat on the playground – here are some examples:



Communication

• If you have any quick questions about anything, 
please do speak to us after school, when we have 
finished dismissing the class to parents.

• If you’d like a longer, more private conversation, 
Mrs Gray and I are available after school, by 
appointment.


