
           Bratton Primary School 
                Engagement - Resilience - Integrity 

Headteacher: Mr Ian Bolton 

 
 

 
 

Address:  Carpenter’s Lane, Bratton, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4RL  

  

 
 

 

 

T: 01380 830511 

E: admin@bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

W: www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

January 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to term 3, Christmas is beginning to feel like a distant memory, and we are sure that the 

children are ready and energized to return to their learning.  This term we will be continuing to challenge 

the children to make maximum progress in all areas of learning as we further secure previously taught 

skills and develop new ones. We will also begin our preparations for the KS1 national assessments by 

introducing the children to example questions and strategies to ensure that they feel confident in tackling 

them in May. Please look out for an additional letter in the coming weeks with details of a meeting for 

parents to discuss how you can support your child with the SATs and what to expect. 

Our topic this term will be focused upon developing the children’s history skills as they learn about changes 

in living memory related to ‘Flight’. The children will learn about the work of the Wright brothers, using a 

wide range of sources, such as photographs, re-enactments and historical documents. They will also 

investigate how flying machines have changed over time and the reasons for this. The children will also 

learn about the life and work of Amelia Earhart, in both history and English lessons.  

The children benefited from using the role play area last term to enable them to develop ideas and raise 

questions. This term the role play area will be a shop, to enable them to consolidate the calculation skills 

learnt last term. The focus will be upon adding amounts, calculating change and selecting the correct coins. 

This will support the children in developing a key life skill, as well as providing further opportunities to 

practice their calculation strategies. 

In addition to daily English lessons, the children will continue to engage in daily phonic / spelling sessions. 

During this term the children will be using the whole school spelling scheme ‘No-Nonsense Spelling’. We 

will explore homophones, revisit phase five sounds and use ‘have a go’ spelling sheets, as well as adding 

suffixes to words to change their use/meaning. The children will also develop their knowledge and skills in 

grammar, handwriting and spelling sessions (GHaSP). This term we will be re-visiting full stops, capital 

letters, question and exclamation marks, as well as defining and creating statements, questions and 

commands. The children will further develop their use of commas in lists, adverbs in sentences and 

recognising past and present progressive tenses. These skills will then be integrated within daily English 

lessons. 

Reading plays a crucial role in the children’s education in supporting the development of their 

comprehension, imagination and writing skills. With this in mind, we will read frequently to the children 

and hear them read in a group and individually. Each child will bring home a reading book appropriate to 

their reading level, which will enable them to practise and apply their phonic skills, as well as developing 

their intonation and expression. Each child will also bring home a book a little beyond their current reading 
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level; this is to support the development of their comprehension skills. We will ask you to support your 

child by reading this to and with your child, discussing the story and characters and making predictions 

about what will happen next, thus developing and expanding their reading experiences.  We encourage the 

children to read to you and ideally to be read to daily. The children have a reading journal each, which you 

can use to record the conversations that you have around the books they are reading or to note any areas 

of difficulty. We check reading journals weekly, however, please do prompt us or remind your child if you 

have written a message in there which we need to act upon more urgently.  

The focus in Maths across this term will be developing the children’s calculation skills, through the teaching 

and use of a wide variety of methods. Initially we will complete our focus upon money and calculating 

pounds and pence. Our focus will then move to working on their knowledge of times tables and 

multiplication and division, using the language of grouping, sharing and ‘lots of’, again initially using 

number lines to record their calculations. Further into the term, we will be looking at more formal ways of 

recording multiplication and division calculations. Towards the end of the term the children will begin 

exploring fractions by identifying a quarter, half and three quarters of shapes and amounts. 

Our science focus this term will be animals, including humans. We will explore how animals begin their 

lives in different ways and how they grow and change over time. We will identify the basic human needs 

for survival and then comfort. The children will engage in practical activities, observing the effect of 

exercise upon their bodies, as well as learning more about balanced diets and designing their own meals.  

In our computing lessons, the children will be learning about how to keep selves safe on–line. We will 

explore the digital platforms that they have access to, how to assess the reliability of information on-line 

and how to deal with incidents that make them feel uncomfortable. We often also use additional 

computing sessions to practise skills in other parts of the curriculum, such as professor assessor, helping 

identify and target gaps in Maths skills 

PE lessons will take place twice a week. This will be on a Wednesday, with our sports coach and on Fridays, 

Mrs Sealy will lead the PE session, which this term will focus upon developing team working and 

communication skills through a series of games and challenges. As we continue into the cooler winter 

months, please also ensure that your child has a plain, long sleeved top and jogging bottoms in their PE 

bag.  

In RE, the children will explore the question ‘Is it possible to be kind to everyone all of the time?’ 

Throughout the term the children will listen to stories of kindness from the Christian religion and discuss 

the actions of different characters to enable them to reflect upon this key question.  

In design and technology lessons this term the children will learn different joining techniques to enable 

them to assemble their own flying machines. The children will work through the design process, identifying 

the needs of their users, exploring existing designs, before creating annotated diagrams and making their 

own model.  Can we kindly ask that you provide a painting overall for your child to keep in school. This 

could be a plastic painting apron, or equally an old, oversized shirt works just as well. Please send this to 

school with your child, ensuring that their name is clearly marked in it. 

As a whole school, we will continue to focus upon developing the children’s growth mindset, as well as 

embedding our school learning ethos. During the last term the children engaged in many discussions about 

reflection and are beginning to show they are able to reflect upon their own learning and how to improve 

specific areas. This term we will work on the children’s resilience, by building their confidence and 

strategies to cope with challenges.  

Home learning is designed to extend or consolidate the learning that has taken place in the classroom. We 

will set a home learning task each Thursday, to be returned the following Tuesday. The task should take no 



longer than twenty minutes, and we would suggest that if it is taking longer that you take a break and 

speak to us the following day, as it may be that we need to re-teach the concept or provide your child with 

some extra support. We do not want home learning to be a source of stress or arguments, but to be an 

opportunity for you and your child to work together and share the learning journey, so please do let us 

know if there are any concerns.  

The children will continue to receive fruit as a snack daily. Please also ensure that your child has a refillable 

water bottle with them each day.  

We hope that this letter provides you with useful information about your child’s learning this term.  

We will write to you separately regarding the SATs parents’ meeting. We are always around before or after 

school and please do not hesitate to make an appointment to meet one of us if there is anything further 

you wish to ask or would like to discuss in more detail. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Maria Denham, Mrs Amy Sealy, Mrs Lisa Smith and Mrs Alex Wild 

Leopard Class Team 

 


