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Welcome back! 

Dear Parents and Children,  
 
I hope you all had a relaxing 
and safe summer holiday and 
are looking forward to an 
exciting year ahead of us at 
Bratton Primary School.  
We have an engaging term 
ahead of us with many 
challenging and interesting 
learning opportunities planned. 



In Maths, the children will begin the year by 
consolidating and extending their skills in number and 
place value, as this builds the foundation for many 
other areas of mathematics. This includes recapping 
skills for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. We will then work on developing mental 
strategies by regularly working on times table sessions 
and arithmetic calculations. The children will also be 
given opportunities to apply and deepen their 
understanding through a variety of problem solving 
tasks, which will include missing number questions and 
multi-step word problems. 

 



In English, the children will be learning 
grammar and writing techniques alongside 

a class novel called ‘Letters from the 
lighthouse.’ This is an engaging text that 

links to our topic of  WW2 and provides the 
children with ambitious vocabulary and rich 

writing opportunities. Within the lessons, 
the children will be writing short stories 

that continue on from particular chapters, 
but writing them from the perspective of 
different characters within the book. They 

will think about how the characters are 
feeling and use this empathy to write a 
range of diary entries, portraying the 

character’s motives and emotions. The 
children will be furthering their grammar 
knowledge by using specific writing skills, 
such as expanded noun phrases, fronted 
adverbials, dialogue and using a range of 

punctuation, such as: semi-colons and 
brackets. Towards the end of the term, they 
will be writing letters from one character to 

another. This will enable the children to 
show their understanding of the book and 
to better relate to the characters they have 

read about. 
 



In Reading, the children will be learning a range of skills using the text ‘Friend or foe’ 
by Michael Morpurgo. Their passion for reading will continue to grow and be 
encouraged through the use of comprehension questions that develop their 
understanding of key retrieval, inference and deduction skills. Each chapter will have 
questions for the children to answer, as well as questions that ask for their opinions, 
leading into discussion work. The children will also have a class book read to them 
called ‘Once.’ Again, both of these books relate to the topic the children will be 
learning this term.  

In GHASP, the children will have 2 spelling lessons a week, which will consist of 
developmental spelling patterns from the national curriculum, but also added to 
lessons based on consolidating spellings patterns that are identified from marking 
and assessing their English work. Some of these lessons will link to handwriting 
where the children will copy and trace words, as well as tasks such as word 
searches and crosswords. Handwriting development will also be linked to the 
grammar skills we are learning in our English lessons. 



Topic (History) – 
World War II 

Our topic up until Christmas is WW2; the 
children will be learning about the key events 

from this time in history, also naming the 
countries and individuals who were involved. We 

will be looking at what lifestyle people had 
compared to ours now, in particular looking at 
rationing, illnesses and jobs. As outlined in our 

English work, many of the books we are reading 
for this topic will allow the children to 

understand what it was like to be an evacuee 
during the war. We will also be sensitively 

discussing the holocaust, looking at in an age 
appropriate way. 



Science 
The children will be learning about 
humans including animals. This 
involves identifying and naming 
the parts of the circulatory system 
and describing the functions of 
the heart, blood and blood 
vessels. To research this area, the 
children will be looking at what 
lifestyle choices can impact the 
effectiveness of the heart, such as 
diet, exercise and drugs, before 
taking part in an investigation 
where they will conduct a test and 
measure their pulse after each 
activity. 

 

Art and Design Technology 
We will be recapping how to use a pencil 
accurately for shading, blending and mark-
making, by drawing ‘The Blitz’, WW2 planes and 
sketches of an evacuee’s suitcase. In DT, the 
children will be learning about Anderson shelters. 
Children will look at and evaluate a range of 
materials, testing their strength, before designing, 
creating and building an Anderson shelter of their 
own. The end result will be evaluated and the 
children will use their critique skills to say what 
worked well in their design and what they would 
do differently, if they made another shelter.  



In Music, the children will listen to a range of music from 
WW2, such as ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’, ‘Pack up your 
troubles in an old kit bag’ and ‘Daisy Daisy’ etc. The 
children will research Vera Lynn and compose their own 
war time song, thinking about morale, feelings and 
actions, using tempo, pitch and rhythm.   

In RE, the children will be learning about justice 
and poverty: for example discussing ‘Can 
religions help to build a fair world?’ The children 
will be making connections between the beliefs 
of other religions such as, Islam, Hinduism and 
Sikhism and how their culture brings fairness 
and justice to the world. 

PE this year will continue to be taught by PH sports, on 
a Wednesday, and myself on a Friday. On this note, can 
I please ask that all children have the appropriate PE 
kit e.g. suitable clothing for all weather conditions and 
correct sized clothing/shoes. 



Key information  
Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, which in turn means that talk 
homework will be given to the children to complete on that Thursday evening.  
 
The children’s weekly homework will also be given out on a Thursday and expected to be 
returned by the following Monday. All children are expected to complete homework every 
week and to complete all tasks independently.  
 
As well as homework set, please encourage reading at home (ideally 5 times a week) and 
ask the children to discuss what they have read. This is a key skill that will help develop 
their reading skills before their upcoming SATs in May.  
 
Each week the children will take part in class assemblies, where they will get the chance to 
share and discuss any thoughts or feelings they have about returning to school.  
 
I hope that you can see it is going to be a fun and engaging first term for your child, with 
many activities that are going to challenge them in their learning.  
  
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
Regards, 
Mrs Mikaela Stokes, Mrs Trish Jeffery, Mrs Kim Harvey and Miss Nicola Shaw. 


