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Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a great Christmas and New Year. We are all excited 

about getting back to learning and digging into our new topic, ‘China and the Shang 

Dynasty.’ 

Looking at that area of the world and its history offers up plenty of opportunity to dig deep 

and extend our geography and history knowledge. We will begin by looking at China’s place 

in the world, before finding out how we know about the Shang Dynasty. We will explore the 

life and burials of Shang Kings and compare their lifestyles to those of ordinary people. We 

will then look at the Shang calendar and writing during the time of the Shang Dynasty. Our 

art and DT will link to our topic as we look at Chinese inventions. We will look at 4 great 

inventions that came from china including; paper, the compass, moveable type printing and 

kites. We will then design and build our very own kites and test their ability to fly.  

In maths we will begin the half term by continuing our learning of fractions, decimals and 

percentages. We will learn how to multiply and divide fractions and divide fractions by 

whole numbers, as well as convert between fractions, decimals and percentages and use all 

our knowledge to solve a variety of problems. We will then multiply and divide by 10, 100 

and 1000 using our knowledge of decimals and place value to support us. We will use 

written methods to answer division questions which have an answer of 2 decimal places.  

In English we will begin looking at writing thrilling stories based on the book ‘The Viewer.’ 

We will use this book to look at authors techniques for building anticipation and tension, as 

well as to expand our vocabulary choices. Grammar will be taught as part of our English 

topic. A high emphasis will continue to be placed on writing this year encompassing quality 

and impact, including presentation, punctuation, spelling and joined handwriting.  

In reading, the children will be continuing to develop a range of skills, using a variety of 

texts. We want all children to have a passion for reading, which we will continue to 

encourage through the use of comprehension questions that develop their understanding. 

Other activities included in reading lessons are: spelling, summarising, asking questions 

related to a text and identifying themes across a variety of books. We encourage the 

children to read 5 times a week – preferably with an adult, in order that comprehension can 

be checked – but we are aware the children will also like time to read independently. To 
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encourage this reading at home we have a reading challenge set up in class. If the children 

read in the evening and their reading journal is signed, they can move their name up on our 

class display. Any child at the top of the display by Friday receives a reward.  

In computing this half term we will be looking at developing our computing skills using Excel 

and improving our knowledge of spread sheets. We will learn how to order and present data 

and how to edit formulas. We will use spread sheets to plan and calculate a budget and use 

it to overcome problems.  

In science this half term we will be studying the explorations and discoveries of famous 

scientists from history and around the world. We will use their research and techniques to 

develop our own scientific investigations and use their work to influence how we write up 

our own findings. We will begin by looking at Steven Hawking, but we will also focus on 

Mary Leaky and Libbie Hymans work.  

PE will continue to be taught by our PE coaches, on a Wednesday. We are also fortunate 

enough to have swimming lessons this term. Swimming will take place on a Thursday 

afternoon and children will need to bring in an appropriate swimming costume and towel 

ready for their lessons. On this note, can I please ask that all children have the appropriate 

PE kit i.e. correct sized clothing, but also warmer items in case of colder weather for outdoor 

PE. 

On Wednesday afternoons this term, the Year 5’s will have a focused afternoon of forest 

school. They will need to bring in their forest school kit every Wednesday in order to 

participate. This should include warm waterproof layers and either wellies or sturdy outdoor 

shoes. During this time the Year 6’s will have a focused afternoon preparing them for their 

year 6 SATS. We will use this time to revise grammar content, dive deeper into more 

complex mathematical problems and work through old test papers, so that they can feel 

confident and prepared. 

Homework will continue this year and be sent out on a Thursday to be collected in on the 

following Monday. Homework will be a continuation and consolidation of skills taught that 

week in Maths or English. Homework should be completed independently and should take 

no more than 20 minutes. Big write will continue to take place every other Friday, which in 

turn means that talk homework will be given to the children to complete on that Thursday 

evening.  

If you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or catch me on 

the playground at the beginning or end of the school day and I am always available for more 

detailed discussions by appointment. Many thanks for your continued support. 

Miss Barber and Mrs Jeffrey 


