
Zebra Class
Home Learning 

Term 5

Week 1



First of all, we hope you have had a lovely Easter and are all keeping well.  We 
would like to say a very big thank you for working with us to support your 
child at home.  We know that you have all had huge changes to adjust to.  This 
document is a guide to home learning for Week 1 of Term 5.  There are also 
videos on the website to accompany the writing activities. If you are able to 
photograph or scan your child’s work, we would love to see what he or she 
has done.  This also allows us to provide you and your child with feedback and 
advice. Please also get in touch with any questions regarding the activities set.  
Our email address is zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.

mailto:zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Writing

Before you start
Find your child’s sound mat in the pack that we sent home before Easter.  You will also 
need paper and a pencil.  If you have a printer, there is a piece of Superhero paper that 
you can print later in this document. There are activities for 5 days over the next few 
pages, which could be condensed into fewer days, to suit the needs of your family.

Activity 1 Describing the appearance and superpowers of a superhero in sentences
Watch the video clip of Mrs. Rich modelling how to write about superheroes.  
Look at the images of comic and film superheroes later in this document.  Before your 
child starts to write, talk about what the superheroes that he or she wants to write about 
look like.  What is he or she wearing (cape, mask, belt, suit, shield, gloves etc.). What 
colours, letters, textures or patterns can you see? Then focus on what superheroes can 
do.  If your child knows the superheroes well, this might be what they actually can do.  If 
not, he or she can use his or her imagination to think of ideas.  Can the superhero fly / run 
really fast / climb walls / become invisible / become super strong / stretch really far?  

Activity 2
Choose another superhero to write about, again thinking about appearance and 
superpowers.

How long should my child spend on these activities?
As a guide, in class your child spends approximately 30 minutes each day on the writing 
activities set by Mrs. Rich.  Most children would manage around a third to half a page of 
A4 and some would manage a full page.  
On the next page you can see an example of what your child’s writing might look like.



What should my child’s writing look 
like?
This is an example of what you might 
expect your child to write in 30 minutes. 
The child said the words that he wanted 
to write out loud , listened carefully to 
the individual sounds and then used his 
sound mat to find the letters needed to 
write these sounds. Some spellings were 
known by sight from the tricky word list 
(he, to).  The writing can be read by 
sounding it out.  It says:

He is red and blue.  He has a spider on 
his chest.  He can climb up walls.  He can 
shoot webs to trap baddies!

The child has started to use finger spaces 
between words and the letters are often 
formed using cursive lead in and lead out 
lines.  Some punctuation is used at the 
end of sentences. 

We don’t expect children to remember 
to use capital letters at the start of 
sentences yet, although some are 
starting to do this.



Pictures for superhero 
descriptions (more on 

next page)

Superman

Spiderman

Batman

Captain America

Flash



Elastigirl
Wonder Woman

BatgirlSupergirl

The Invisible Woman





Writing

• Activity 3: Superhero speech bubbles (we suggest one speech bubble per day 
over three days, or condensed into fewer days).
Watch the video of Mrs. Rich reading Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero by Anne 
Cottringer.  Either print the speech bubble pictures on the next pages of this 
document, or draw large speech bubbles onto pieces of paper.  Write one  speech 
bubble for each of the story scenes each day.  There are examples of what this 
might look like on the next two pages.



Stand down! I am strong I have laser eyes to hypnotize you!



We will sink into the deep help us!



What do you think Eliot is saying 
to the lion?



What is the Mayor saying to Eliot on the phone?



What is the Coast Guard shouting to Eliot about the ship?



Spelling and Handwriting
How long should my child spend on these activities?
As a guide, we recommend that your child spends 10 minutes a day learning spellings 
and the same amount of time writing sounds.  

This week we will be learning how to write:
ure (sounds like your, as in pure)
er (as in her)
ur (as in fur)
The tricky words that cannot be sounded out: he, she, me, be, we.

If you have a printer, there are sheets that you can print after this page to learn how to write the 
sounds, or you can use Letterjoin.  You can use this website to learn the words too. 
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/

Please use the following websites to support your child to learn how to spell the words.  In class 
we use the animated words to draw pictures around the word, to help us to remember the 
letters and their order within a word.
he animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcqF6gThoYU&t=56s
she missing letters game https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2N64swzhGQ
she animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSV6Gsz9obc
she song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl2NszsDIqE
we animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXBEb6CN9MY
me missing letters game https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCphZr-iwSk
be animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHQ_sW8KtBI
be song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiChA1YCx2k

Anther spelling strategy to try this week: 
Rainbow words: write your spelling words using different colours for each letter. 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSV6Gsz9obc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl2NszsDIqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXBEb6CN9MY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCphZr-iwSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHQ_sW8KtBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiChA1YCx2k








Phonics and Reading

How long should my child spend on these activities?
A phonics lesson in class lasts around 20 minutes each day.  

Activities
• Work through the sounds, words and sentences in the Phonics Week 1 document with your child. This week will be reading 

words with the sounds ure, er and ur. We will be learning to read the words said, have and like. 
• Use these websites to support your child in learning the sounds and words through songs, animated words and games:

said animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9SQOPww_ts
said song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Byf8_PGxnu4
have animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlqLuZ-cGbY&t=4s
have song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IWEAaDxOQI
like animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtALAD9-WwI

www.phonicsplay.co.uk
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri4u0TjAZ38 Tricky Words song Phase 3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4 Tricky Word song Phase 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9SQOPww_ts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Byf8_PGxnu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlqLuZ-cGbY&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IWEAaDxOQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtALAD9-WwI
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ri4u0TjAZ38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4


Phonics and Reading continued…
Reading Books
Please go to https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection and select the following 
books for your child to read this week.  These are the same stages as the books that your child reads at 
school. You can find out what stage your child is on by looking on their school reading books.  If you’re not 
sure, please email Mrs Rich at zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.  For a challenge, please also try a book from the 
next stage up.  It would be wonderful if you could email a video of your child reading one of these books.

Stage 2: An Odd Bug; Ant and the Baby.
Stage 3: Leek Hotpot; Patterns
Stage 4: Everyone got wet; Goal
Stage 5: Julia Donaldson Biography; Kipper and the Trolls
Stage 6: Code; When Animals Invade
Stage 7: Rumpelstiltskin; Sport then and now

As well as reading the texts, please use the following ideas to support discussions about what he or she has 
read:
• Talk about whether he or she likes or dislikes a text, explaining why.
• Stories: Ask your child to re-tell the story in sequence.
• Non-fiction: Ask your child to talk about the key facts that he or she can remember.

Please also work through the activities assigned to your child on www.readingeggs.co.uk

There are also lots of great stories online to listen to and discuss:
Cbeebies Stories https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
David Walliams – elevenses story time daily – https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection
http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/


Maths
This week we will be learning everyday words to do with time and how to read o’clock times.  
Key Vocabulary for this week
Number names to 20, time, clock, watch, hour, minute, hands, o’clock, morning, afternoon, evening, night, 

today, yesterday, tomorrow, days of the week.

How long should my child spend doing Maths?
We recommend that your child spends around half an hour on each set of the Maths activities on the next 

couple of pages.  This could be over 5 days, or adapted to suit your needs.  They may wish to spend further 

time on the activities we have set individually for them on https://www.mathletics.com/uk/

Activity set 1 
• How many can you do in a minute superhero challenges

Tell your child that we can measure time in hours, minutes and seconds.  There are 60 seconds in one 

minute. One second is about how long it takes to say “one spiderman”.  Count to 60 in this way, as your 

child does the following.  How many can they do in a minute? 

Star jumps; step up and down;  run across a room /garden.  

• How many things can you find in your house that tell the time? Score two points for everything that you 

find.  What is your total score?

Activity set 2
• Hide and seek.  
• This activity is to become familiar with the words minutes and seconds.  Ask an adult to hide a collection 

of favourite toys in a room / the garden etc.  Using the timer on a phone, how many minutes and seconds 

does it take you to find them all?  Then hide some things for a family member to find and repeat.

• Pretend to be Master Shifu from Kung Fu Panda, who tries to sit really quietly.  Try to do this for one 

minute.

https://www.mathletics.com/uk/


Maths Continued

Activity set 3: Reading o’clock times and making a watch for a superhero
• Use this online clock to show your child that the minute hand is longer than the hour hand and to explore which 

numbers are on a clock face  https://www.visnos.com/demos/clock Show your child that o’clock times have the 

minute hand on 12.  Move the hands and read o’clock times.  Some children may be ready to learn that half 

past has the minute hand on 6. 

• Choose your favourite o’clock (or half past) time and make it on the online clock.  Draw a circle on paper, then, 

with adult help to write the numbers, make a cuff watch for a superhero out of a toilet roll cut lengthways. You 

could extend this by having different clock faces for different  times to stick on the watch.  

• Hip Hop Around The Clock song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6tJAy_7AL4

• O’clock Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BImDM3xetYc

Activity set 4: What time do things happen?
• Ask your child to draw pictures of things that happen at home on pieces of paper (wake up, bedtime, 

mealtimes, teeth cleaning, bath etc).  Tell your child what time these things usually happen at, to the nearest 

o’clock time. Write these times on the pictures (8 o’clock, 12 o’clock etc.).  Then muddle the pictures up.  Can 

your child sort them back into order and describe using the phrase o’clock? 

• Explore the order of events during the day with the story ‘Frog and Toad Together’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqQiBsAuDZ8

Activity set 5: Eggs and Toast (for children able to eat egg).  

• Support your child to boil 4 eggs , make toast and cut toast into strips.  Use a timer to cook the eggs, taking one 

out at 3 minutes, 4 minutes, 5 minutes and 6 minutes.  Look at the difference in what the eggs look like inside.  

Which one do you like best?

• Play ‘What’s the Time, Mr Wolf?’, counting in o’clock times https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4bvuLlF0_Y

• What’s the time Mr Wolf  story by Debi Gliori https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs.  Can you re-tell 

the story using time vocabulary? (soon, later, o’clock, next, morning, afternoon, night, bedtime).  

https://www.visnos.com/demos/clock
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6tJAy_7AL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BImDM3xetYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqQiBsAuDZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4bvuLlF0_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3vvAa-qTs


Understanding the World

Write like a superhero: Invisible Ink 
Squeeze some lemon juice into a cup and add a few drops of water. Mix. 
Dip a cotton bud into the mixture and write a message onto white paper. 
Wait for the juice to dry so it becomes completely invisible.
When you are ready to read your secret message, or show it to someone else, ask an 
adult to heat the paper by holding it close to a light bulb.  

The Science explained for adults!
Lemon juice is an organic substance that oxidizes and turns brown when heated.



Joe Wicks PE https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html

Dance Routines
Banana Boogie https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOT29Urisp4
Stuck in the Mud https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnm7iZkeSvQ
Butterfly Wings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lkza_tRlNRE
Big Blue Whale https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Parej8Fi0es
Pizza Dough Boogie https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwKUv0L3xtc
Bugs and Crawly Things https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUbYq93cYdE
Desert Night https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7NlqbbG9DY
Shake your Tail Feathers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNy_0CDuzpw&list=PLGcR5ob9RewXqIZ
u3xp0xoC15RrgoO28X&index=13
Explode Volcano 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNnLCdsc11g&list=PLGcR5ob9RewXqIZu
3xp0xoC15RrgoO28X&index=29

Cosmic Yoga Stories
Calypso the Flamingo Story Yoga 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96R059yOPVI
Mike the Space Monkey Story Yoga  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZAaZDVqCiA
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Story Yoga 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhWDiQRrC1Y
Pedro the Penguin Story Yoga https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rzw-
Oir8UPw
Tommy the Turtle Story Yoga 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCLW77sABTc

Free online ballet https://www.facebook.com/SarahDuFeuTheBalletCoach/

Physical 
Development
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Expressive Arts and DesignExpressive Arts and Design 

Rainbow Colour Mixing
Using only red, yellow and blue paint, explore by colour mixing how you can make 
orange, green and purple. You could use this knowledge to paint a rainbow window 
picture for the NHS, or flowers.  We would love to see a photo of this!

Music Jars
Put 3 or 4 jars / glasses that are the same, or a very similar size, in a line.  Ask your child 
to label them by writing numbers 1- 4. Fill each jar / glass with a different amount of 
water.  Add different food colours or paint if you have these (not essential). Explore the 
different sounds made by gently tapping each jar / glass with wooden or metal spoons.  
Make up a tune, write down the jar numbers that you need to tap to play your tune 
again. Can you teach your tune to someone?  Can you add words?  We would love to 
see a video of this!

Superhero Songs
Let’s go heroes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_iert5hSKY
I am a superhero: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6HXzx9YS58

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_iert5hSKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6HXzx9YS58

