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Welcome  
 

WELCOME TO BRATTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have written this covering letter simply to say how delighted we are to be welcoming you and your 

children to Bratton Primary School. We appreciate the choice you have taken and the commitment 

you have made to us and we therefore take the responsibility of educating your children very 

seriously. We very much look forward to working closely with you all across your child’s Primary School 

education. 

 

Children’s capacity for learning is at its greatest between 0-5 years and it is vital that we as parents, 

pre-schools and schools work together to ensure that all children get the best possible start. Through a 

close partnership and sharing of knowledge, skills and information, we feel we can build a school 

where every child can achieve their full potential, fostering a love of learning.  

 

We believe this start is vital, laying the foundations for further development and enhancement of your 

children’s learning as they grow and mature, looking to challenge themselves and improve 

achievement by the time they leave us in Year 6. 

 

This leaflet outlines many of the routines and procedures at the school, also setting out some 

additional advice and guidance, should it be required.  

 

Thank you once again for choosing Bratton Primary School and for entrusting your children’s 

education to us. We are looking forward to a fantastic year working with you to ensure your child 

enjoys a happy and positive start to 7 years of school life at Bratton Primary.   

 

Mr. Ian Bolton 

Headteacher, Bratton Primary School 

  

 

 

Engagement - Resilience - Integrity 
 



 
 
 

About our 

school  
 

 

A POSITIVE START TO EACH DAY 

 

Welcome to Bratton Primary School!  

When term commences we want all the children to 

feel settled and secure as they begin their school 

career, so please do bring your child to the 

playground at the start of the day and help to settle 

him or her. This is also a good opportunity to talk with 

Mrs Rich, or the class TA.  

When you leave please do say a definite goodbye 

to reassure your children, We will help you with this 

process, if need be. As the year progresses, Mrs Rich 

will always be available from 8-45am on the 

playground and we will encourage the children to 

become more independent, in terms of entering the 

building and organising their resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SCHOOL DAY  

• 8.45am – Arrive in school, line up with Zebra 

class on the playground 

 

• 8.50am – The Bell rings and children lead 

into school 

 

• 9.00am – Class register  

 

• 9.05am – Assembly  

 

• 10.30am – 10-45am – Break time 

 

• 12.15pm – 1.15pm Lunchtime  

 

• 3.15pm – Learning ends, children get ready 

to go home 

 

Please also visit our school website: 

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/the-school-day/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A HAPPY CHILD 

Our first priority is that your child gets off to a good start at school. We value open communication so please 

always talk to us, if appropriate before school, or our teachers will be happy to make an appointment to meet 

with you for longer conversations at the end of the school day. Mrs Rich will also be establishing a home/school 

communication book, with more details on this at the start of term. 

  

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/the-school-day/


 
 
 

 

 

More about our 

school… 
 

GETTING TO SCHOOL 

The beginning and end of the school day are very 

busy times, as you can imagine. If you can, please 

walk your child to school. If you have to drive please 

park considerately, respecting access ways of the 

local residents in and around the school. The car 

park of The Duke has kindly been made available to 

parents before and after school times. 

The school car park is restricted to use by staff and 

official school visitors only and can we ask you to 

please not park on the turning circle outside the 

school gate, as it is important to keep this area free 

for the school bus to turn and park. 

 

REGISTER 

We will be taking the register at 9.00am, as this is the 

start of school for the staff and children. As 

mentioned earlier, as we start the children’s 

schooling it is good for them to get into the routine 

of this being the time when parents will leave, if they 

have not done so already, establishing this 

consistent opening routine to every day. 

 

LATENESS AND ABSENCE 

If you arrive late to school please take your child to 

the office to sign in, rather than coming straight 

round to the class door, as the register will already 

have been completed for that session. The register 

will be completed by 9am daily. 

If your child is ill and will not be able to attend 

school that day, please inform the school office by 

9.15am at the latest, as legally we need to note that 

in the register. It will then not be marked as an 

unauthorised absence.                                                   

If your child has sickness or diarrhoea they will need 

to stay away from school for 48 hours from the last 

episode of illness. If you require any further 

clarification, please speak to the school office.  

 

 

LUNCHTIME AND MORNING SNACK 

All children from Reception to Year 2 are provided 

with a healthy snack of fruit or vegetables at 

morning break.   

From September 2014 all children in Reception, Year 

1 & 2 became eligible for Universal Infant Free 

School Meals. Our lunchtime meals are cooked on 

the premises; the menu and order form is available 

online from: 

https://www.lataca.co.uk/brattonprimaryschool.html 

and a link is also on the school website. The children 

eat alongside their class, Mrs Rich and other 

members of staff, who will support your child with 

using cutlery, pouring drinks and opening packets. 

Please ask the office if you need further information 

about the ordering system.  

 

END OF THE DAY ROUTINE 

We only allow children to go home with their parent, 

carer or another adult who you have specifically 

told us will collect your child on that day. If your child 

is going home with someone other than their usual 

adult, please let us know in the morning so we can 

make a note of it or call the office to let them know. 

Children are not allowed to be collected by older 

siblings. 

Please wait for your child by the blue zebra gate; we 

will then see you and send your child out to you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lataca.co.uk/brattonprimaryschool.html


 
 

Early Years – the 

learning foundations we all 

build upon 
 

ASSEMBLIES 

 
Initially we will not be going to assemblies, but when 

we do, you are most welcome to join us on 

Tuesdays, where we celebrate achievements and 

birthdays, especially when your own child’s efforts 

are to be recognised. We do this on a rota basis, 

alternating between whole school achievement, 

where children’s merit points and personal learning 

are celebrated, and class achievement assemblies, 

focusing on the learning in each class. Dates and 

times will always be published in the preceding 

week’s newsletter. This is published via email every 

Friday. We will also be joining the whole school for 

singing assemblies, which take place every other 

week. We will however take children to the start of 

Tuesday assemblies, right from September, if it is their 

birthday, children will stay with the Zebra TA and 

then come straight back to class after the birthday 

celebration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY                   

If we have anything we cannot immediately return 

to its owner this will be placed outside Zebra 

classroom in an identified container and then at the 

end of the week will be moved into the lost property 

basket in the main office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHING 

 

Please make sure that all items of clothing and 

footwear are clearly named. 

 

Please always bring a coat to school for your child. 

We like to spend lots of time outside so we would 

also like each child to have a pair of named 

wellingtons and waterproof or puddle suit trousers, 

allowing them to access the outdoor learning across 

the year. We also ask that you bring a named 

sunhat and sun cream for your child when 

appropriate. 

 

Each child will need a named water bottle in school 

every day. Please make sure it contains only water. 

We have limited spare clothes in case of accidents 

or water tray fun. Please could any that do come 

home be washed and returned as soon as possible; 

thank you.  

Please also visit our school website for more details: 

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/uniform/ 

 

FAMILY FRIDAYS  

As a school we believe strongly in open 

collaboration between ourselves and our parents, as 

this close working relationship helps foster greater 

trust, support and shared understanding.  Therefore, 

every Friday from 2-45pm to 3-15pm, we will be 

welcoming parents and carers into our classroom to 

take part in an activity and learn alongside your 

children. The activity will be part of the EYFS 

curriculum that week and will be set up by Mrs Rich. 

This is a great opportunity for you to work with your 

children in their learning environment, also meeting 

with our staff and other parents. We look forward to 

you joining us.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/uniform/


 
 
 

READING  

 

Reading has more impact on academic success in 

itself than any other factor. 

Enjoying books and reading stories from a very early 

age is therefore crucial in the development of 

children. It helps with their ability to understand 

words, use their imagination and develop their 

speech, as well as being something they will enjoy 

for the rest of their life. 

As we know, teachers, along with parents, play a 

vital role in encouraging reading and developing 

these literacy skills in young children.  

Please visit our website for more details: 

http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/Reading-ethos-and-

advice-leaflet-19.pdf 

 

We will therefore be reviewing your children’s 

reading development at a very early stage in the 

first term and will then be establishing the routine of 

bringing books home to read with yourselves as soon 

as possible. We will send children home with a 

reading record to ensure communication is 

maintained, also allowing teaching staff to 

evidence reading developments noted in school. 

Please purchase a book bag from the school office. 

 

MATHS 

As a school, we believe a high-quality mathematics 

education provides the children with a foundation 

for understanding the world, and a sense of 

enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.  

Mathematics is essential to everyday life and 

teaches children how to make sense of the world 

around them. 

By celebrating their learning and through providing 

the children with engaging challenges, we aim to 

inspire our children, as at Bratton Primary we believe 

that every child can develop the mathematical skills 

they will need, both at school and throughout their 

lives 

Please visit our website for more details: 

http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/12/Maths-ethos-and-advice-

at-Bratton-Primary19.pdf. 

 

 

Reception maths: 

Schools in England follow the Early Years Foundation 

Stage. In mathematics, your child is likely to cover 

the following things: 

 Counting up to 20 everyday objects 

 Saying and using the number names in 

order 

 Finding one more or less than a number up 

to 20 

 Starting to use the language of addition 

and subtraction; counting on and back 

 Sorting and matching objects and shapes 

 Comparing quantities and shapes 

 Finding and recreating simple patterns 

 Beginning to do some simple measuring, 

comparing lengths and quantities 

 Talking about things like size, weight, 

distance, time and money to develop 

correct vocabulary 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Reading-ethos-and-advice-leaflet-19.pdf
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Reading-ethos-and-advice-leaflet-19.pdf
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Reading-ethos-and-advice-leaflet-19.pdf
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Maths-ethos-and-advice-at-Bratton-Primary19.pdf
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Maths-ethos-and-advice-at-Bratton-Primary19.pdf
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Maths-ethos-and-advice-at-Bratton-Primary19.pdf


 
 

Other information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 

Your child will bring a learning activity home each 

Thursday, to be completed by the following 

Tuesday. This activity will reinforce key skills covered 

in class that week and should take around 15 

minutes. Your child will also bring a ‘Talk Homework’ 

activity home every other Thursday. This is a 10 to 15 

minute talking activity relating to a piece of writing 

that your child will do at school the next day. We 

call this ‘The Big Write’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOYS 

We would prefer that your child’s toys from home 

stay at home as there are so many opportunities for 

your toys to get lost or broken in school, which would 

be a shame. Instead, we have lots of toys and 

games in our classroom and playground to entertain 

us during the school day. However, we do 

understand if, initially, your child feels the need to 

bring a ‘comfort toy’. 

 

OUR LEARNING WEEK 

There will be a weekly planning sheet displayed 

outside Zebra classroom, showing you how the 

activities we are planning that week fit into our 

overall curriculum. We will also send home a termly 

curriculum presentation, detailing what we aim to 

work on across the whole term. If you feel you could 

contribute to our topic work or curriculum provision 

in any way, then please do come and let us know. 

 

HELPING OUT 

On that theme, we would really appreciate any 

help you would like to volunteer at Bratton Primary 

School; either on trips, in the classrooms, or with the 

multitude of behind-the-scenes jobs that take place 

at school. If you are inspired to get involved, please 

let the office know and they will help you to 

complete a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) 

disclosure check; this is a legal necessity that we 

have all undergone in order to work with children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ziggy the Zebra : 
our class mascot  



 
 

Other information (continued) 

 

INDEPENDENCE  

Growing up is so much about gaining independence. It therefore helps us tremendously if your child is able to 

take him or herself to the toilet. We also encourage the children to dress independently at P.E. times and would 

greatly appreciate your help with securing these life skills at home too. 

AUTUMN TERM 1 MEETINGS 

There will be meetings in Term 1 to explain our teaching of English, including phonics and Maths. This will be an 

opportunity for us to expand upon our learning and teaching methods and for you to ask any questions you may 

have. We look forward to seeing you then  

 

A ‘checklist’ before the first day…have you: 

 Bought your child’s uniform and checked what the School policy says about where to 

buy it.  https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/uniform/  

 Made sure everything is labelled with your child’s name. 

 Checked the start dates for your child. Thursday 3rd September 

 Checked the start time and finish times of the first day and first two weeks.  3rd 

September until 11th September is AM ONLY,  all children attend for the morning 

and lunchtime - 8.50am to 1pm.  

 Checked which school area to take your child to and the way into the school 

grounds. 

 Shared any concerns you may have about your child settling or starting school (either 

directly or through the pre-school).  

 During the school holidays talked about school in a positive way.   

 Visited the school for organised open events.   

 Visited the website https://foundationyears.org.uk/2019/08/11872/ to find out more 

about what your child will be learning at school. 

 

 

And finally...thank you once again for entrusting your children’s 

education to us and for your support on all the above matters. We are 

looking forward to a fantastic year working with you to ensure your child 

enjoys a happy and positive start to 7 years of school life at Bratton 

Primary. 

   
 

 

 

.  

https://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/uniform/
https://foundationyears.org.uk/2019/08/11872/

